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Art. I. 

FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN THE N.-W. P. 

From B. SiMSON, Esq., Secretary to Government, North- Western 

Provinces, to Seoretaey to the Government of India, 

Home Department, 21th August, 1868. 

Eeferbing to previous corrosponclenco ending with this 
officaletter No. 826 A., dated the 12tli October, 1867, 1 am direct- 
ed to forward, for the information of His E.xcoIIoncy the Vioo- 
.rojand Governor- General in Council, copies of papers relating 
.to the prevalence of female infanticide in the Bustoo District. 

2. The investigation now reported, which has been conduct- 
ed with much care and judgment, aflrords sufEcient evidence 
that since the enquiiy made bj Mr. W. Moore in 1856, there 
has been no perceptible change in the barbarous tendencies 
towards infanticide which stigmatise certain branches of the 
Eajpoot family. The crime indeed is shown to be so prevalent 
in some villages, as to leave no doubt that wholesale murder 
is perpetrated of eveij female infant horn into the world. 

3. )Sueh a state of things calls loudly for logislativo inter- 
ference. The arm of the esecative is powerless under tbs’ 
present state of the law, and for the eontinuaneo of this cred 
and barbarous habit the Legislature (before w'hich the srre- 
cation of this Government for power to act has boon so Lrg: 
pending) is at present responsible. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor will not now enter irfo rre 
means proper to be legalised for this purpose (as ampb 
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rials, based tipoii tHe investigation uiade in 1856, and bn the 
proposals of this Government made in consequence, are ^ now 
in the hands, and believed to be under the consideration, of 
the Supreme Government,) farther than to say that, in all 
suspected villages, the executive should have large powers of 
exacting information respecting births, of checking and 
controlling the action of the Daies and others responsible for 
the rearing of the female infants, and perhaps also of making 
certain members of the family responsible for their safely. 
The Lieutenant- Governor. is fully aware of the extreme deli- 
cacy of the subject, .and of the caution and circumspection 
, indispensable in any system of domestic interference ; but if 
this crying and cruel evil is to be in any way checked, there 
seems no alternative' but to enforce, under careful safeguards, 
an inspection and control of the nature contemplated.* 

■ 5. The conspicuous example which has been set by the 
Eajah of Bansee, O.S.I., in setting aside the prescriptive 
habits of extravagance attending the marriages of the, daxigh- 
ters of Rajpoots is extremely gratifying, , and a letter express- 
ing the gratification of Government will now be addressed to 
him.- The other Rajpoot families, in which the proportion of 
daughters is such , as to show that they* are cared for from 
their birth, will also , be informed that the Government has 
observed this with satisfaction. 

6. The Lieutenant-Governor considers that Mr. .Hobart is 
entitled to the thanks of Government for the care and judgment 
evinced by him in his proceedings, and for the full disclosure 
he has succeeded in making of the' lamentable condition, in. 
respect of their female progeny, of these inhuman tribes; 

From E. Hobabt, Esq., Joint Magistrate, to Magisteate of 
Bustee, 18f/i June, 1868. 

I HAVE the honor to report as follows. In the spring 
of 1867, it was brought to the notice of the Commissioner of 
Benares, that' the crime of female infanticide was, by rumour, 
prevalent among the Rajpoots of Pergunnahs Amorha and 
Huggur, Zillah Bustee. 
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2. The District Superintendent of Police was the first to 
bring the matter to light, but it was no surprising discovery. 
The practice has been long known to prevail, and in 1856 Mr. 
Moore, who was appointed Special Commissioner for the 
investigation of the crime in the Division of Benares, declared 
that, “ though I had expected to find a great prevalence of 
infanticide, the result of my investigation proved matters to 
bo far worse than 1 had anticipated.” 

3. This able officer’s investigation was so complete, and 
so entirely established the existence of infanticide, and his 
suggestions for the repression of the crime were so good as 
to thorouglily exhaust the subject, and nothing remained in 
1868 to be done except to find whether the practice was still 
as prevalent as before. 

4. General rumour and the result of previous enquiries 
tended to show that Pergimnahs Amorha, Nuggur, and Bus- 
tee were chiefly to be regarded with suspicion. 

5. Amorha is held principally by the Soorujbunsees clan, 
and Nuggur by the Goutums. Both tribes had earned a bad 
fame long before the mutiny, when their members were afflu- 
ent, for infanticide. 

6. The cause then assigned for their conduct was the 
reluctance of these men to incur heavy marriage expenses, as 
they wore too proud to mate their daughters with men of 
equal or inferior clans. 

7. The reason then assigned was no doubt the true one, 
and when it is recollected that the heads of both tribes, the 
Eajah of Nuggur and the Ranee of j^morha, were adjudged 
rebels after the mutiny, and their estates confiscated, and that 
their clansmen of the most numerous tribes in the pergimnahs, 
the Soorujbunsees and Goutums, met far aud wide with a 
similar fate, and tliat hundreds of men were thus reduced 
fflom comfort to indigence, it was a fair inference that the 
alleged cause of the crime was in no way weakened. 

8. It was also remembered that family pride, as evidenced 
by marriage, was undiminished, and that the previous inves- 
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.tigation had fallen barren of- effect, followed as it was by 
jiieitber punisbment nor reward. . From all these premises it 
was argued that the crime had in no way- decreased. 

. 9. I was appointed by, G-overnmont Order No. 39, dated 
January, 1868, to investigate the subject, but-was unable to 
obtain an establishment before the 8 th of February, and then 
a good deal of preparatory workj prior to taking the field, 
was necessary. . , • , , ’ , ^ 

10. -Heturns of suspected villages, were called for from . 
the Tehseeldars; the Census papers of 1865 were sent for, 
and those of Rajpoot villages translated, and the returns of ' 
the previous investigation compared with both. Those villages 
were] then selected which occasioned reasonable suspicion 
from the paucity of their gii’ls. , \ . 

'll. It w'.as subsequently found somewhat espedienli,. to 
modify this procedure in cases W'here a particular family of 
a sept of a tribe , was suspected of the practice, and.- where . 
^is.faniily resided in several villages. . 

12. I took the field soon after the formation of my office, ■ 
-and up-till the 8th of May was able to visit personally 180 vil- 
lages in tiie-Bustee, Nuggur and Amorha Pergunnahs. Thirty- 
six villages ii^ other pergunnahs, detached, distant, and only , . 

. suspicious from the Census returns, were visited by the Teh- 
seeldars. • v , ■ 

13. • All villages at all suspicii^s were visited; my other , 
work would not, admit of visiting, more. To have done so 
would have been, on every .grouudV inexpedient. ' 

, ,14. The following method was ^adopted. The suspicious’ 
villages were marked on the majj, and -a line struck which would 
embrace three or four, of these villagfl ■ in each day’s march. The 
Chuprassees attached to the Camp^' iHlghtly went forward and 
collected the Rajpoot men and children at the village chpwk. 

, 15. The Tehseeldar and Canoongoe of the Pergunnah ac- . 
companied mej and I caused the village Accountant with his 
Census returns, the ■village' Policeman, and some respectable - 
Brahmin Zcaiindars from neighbouring villages to be present. 
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IG. Oil visiting each village, . tlio leading elder was called 
up before the rest of his brethren mid asked for the particu- 
lars of his clan, the families into which their sons and daugh- 
ters married, their origin and the existence of infanticide 
among them. 

17. TIio various heads of families, with their adult males 
and their bo^’s and girls under ton years of ago, woi’e then 
successively called up and their numbers enquired and 
entered ; the number of marriages of girls within ten years 
and the amount of their marriage expenses ■wore also 
ascertained. 

IS. To render the investigation as perfect as possible, no 
entry of man, boj- or girl was made without seeing them, or 
on the strongest ovidcnco. In no case, however, was I ablo 
to see an infant under 15 daj-s of age, so great was the pre- 
judice, backed by fear of exposure possibly, against showing 
them. 

19. As far, then, as human foresight could make provision, 
cvorjdhing was done to secure accuracy. 

I have had charge of the part of the District whore tho 
crime mainly exists for three winters, and, from moving 
much about, knew every village and most of tho leading 
zemindars myself. 

20. I had with mo tho high native officials of the pergun- 
nah, tho village officers and respectable men from neighbour- 
ing villages, who abhorred the crime, and tho census returns 
to cheek and prevent deception. 

21. I believo, therefore, that tho returns of 180 certainly 
of the 216 villages visited are as correct, with regard to 
numbers and ago, as they possibly can bo. 

22. Various limits of .ago. have been adopted in investi- 
gations of this nature when girls were tho subject of enquiry 
and it was necessary to see them. 

23. Mr. Moore, following Mr. Haikcs of Mynpoory, fixed 
a liniit of six years ; Miv Gubbins, at Agra, adopted that of 
eleven years, wliilo twelve years was that of the census.' 
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' 24. After somo hesitation,. I adopted ten years as tlie limit 
for the present enquiry, for the following reasons. ‘ It gave a 
good scope for enquiry. ’ It was not objectionable.' This fact 
I had previously ascertained from many native gentlemen. 
The native memory is particularly lax in remembering dates 
and ages ; common office experience ' teaches ' every one this. 
But every native- recollects the mutiny, and especially' the 
restoration of our pow’er in the spring of ' 1858, and can toll 
you whether his boy or girl Svas born after or before this 
event. 

Girls seldom leave for their husband’s house before their 
tw'elfth year ; it is true they visit their husband’s family,, but 
boys also much, more frequently visit the house of their future 
father-in-law, so that for the purposes of enquiry these casual 
and infrequent absences cut both ways, and do not affect the 
comparative returns in any appreciable degree. ' ' ' • ' 

25. Lastly, this limit prevented the possibility, by error 
or otherwise, of any girl included iin Mr, Moore’s return from 
being included in mine, .and. thus allowed a free comparison 
between his statistics and those now collected; 

26. At first caution v/as exercised, and the villagers were 
always asked whether they had any objection to this agep'and 
I never saw any hesitation. On the contrary, great girls of 
14 or 15 years of age were • constantly brought- up by their 
people, and one of the leading ’ Chuttrees of > the. District 
brought out his daughtei’, who' must have reached- woman- 
hood some time before, and showed her with considerable ’ 
pride. 

27> "While making the enquiry, opportunity was taken to. 
test the census papers of tlie 10th January, 1865; ' It was 
found tlaat the papers of 1866 and 1867 were, . in the main, a 
rescript of those of 1865. 

28. And I must say that the accuracy of the census papers 
of 1865 took me by surprise. ' Out of 180 villages, examined, 
the papers of thirteen only were found- erroneous, and the. 
errors, were both few and trivial. 
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I’ft. Tiicro in jio ilotihl llinf orror.s ixisl in t)io clas.^ificatioii 
of Ijov.-; niul gir!*'’* in tijuso coiimjs rofiini’'', i. r., that many 
tax' r< j)ri-.--ciileil under twelve year.-* of nge who xvero pojsi- 
My heyoiul it, hut the rdtirn of the tininbers of poxets i? very 
correct. 

.'50. I have dwelt thup huig on the consn? rotnrns of lSfi.o, 
nnd their proved nccuracy, hcc.tupc consider.ahlo upo may ho 
made of thi'in for the purposes <»f an enquiry info infanticide, 
if rflmnce he pl.’-.oc l therein. 

.01. Jlowovor crroiioon.' mch r.^ltirup may ho in regard to 
age, provided the gonend innnhor of male and fcmalo minor .-5 
is correct, is immaurial ; for thoso alone are recorded .ns under 
twelve years who uro horn iti the lion*;!' .nnd have tiot reached 
pidkcrty. 

112. Tim“ Iho imml'cr of hoy? and girls horn to Raipoofs 
can ho pretty correctly .n^^rcrlaincd from those census returns, 
nnd .n correct percentage rlrnch, not perhaps accurate enough 
to form the solo hri’-is fur punitive and restrictive tncasurcs, 
hut nocurnto cunugh to admit of coiuparhon with iho statistics 
now crdlccted, and to form ti firm h.n^is for sound conclusions 
from such couqjarhniis. 

Jh3. Ksccpl the dinicnlt v about very young hahios, I really 
encountered no other. The men were at first a little cautions, 
hnl when they fointd llml, except record, tmlhing was done, 
they alvvay.s attended and produced their children and 
relatives with great good-will. 

31. I ohsorvod )jo sullen loohs, nor do I think that any 
deception w.'is attempted. Once only .some children of friends 
on a visit were brought up, hut it appeared inoro by mis- 
apprehension than othenviso. 

05. One aiul all they acknowledged the crime as nnnalii- 
ral nnd infainotts, but nil disclaimed tho present or jiasL prac- 
tice of it, aial tho nearc-st nppro.ach loan accusation on iho 
part of one set of villagers towards tlioir noighhours would ho 
couched in general terms, ns, “ "Wo’vo licnrd (hat tho Sooruj- 
Imnsccs of such a villago kill their girls, but tlio Gods knotv.” 
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36. Nearly all spoko of tlio crime a3 one of tlio past — a 
tiling Nvliicli had existed under former misrule, before Mr. 
Moore’s investigation, before tho promulgation of the Penal 
Code and establishment of tho new Police Force. 

37. I regret that I cannet think tho crime obsolete or 
even diminished. It is prjictised with greater secrecy . per- 
haps, but it is certainly most extensively practised. 

38. It is practised mainly by a few of the many* tribes in 
the District, and tho practice is not universal among those 
tribes, but confined to certain families, and, what is still more 
strange, to certain localities. 

39. The Soorujbuns, Gontnm, Kulhuns, Bais, Bur war, 
and Chouhau tribes are tho most numcrons and most open to 
suspicion. The Hanva, Kousik, Oojen, and Bclwar are few 
in number. They also, no doubt, are guilty of tho crime. 

40. I have followed the procedure adopted by Mr. Moore, 
and have termed those villages suspicious in which the per- 
centage of girls in tho child population falls below tliirty-fivo. 

41. Tho Soorujbunses of tho Bharut Dwaj clan are the 

highest caste of Bajpoots in tho District, and are tho most- 
addicted to infanticide. They are very numerous, and live 
mainly in Pergunnah Amorha, They have two great divi- 
Mons entitled Baboos and Koours. Tho former is. of higher 
rank, and is'' sub-divided into 16 families, inhabiting 50 
villages, and tho latter is sub-divided into four fixmilics, 
inhabiting 66 villages. ' ' ' 

The Bajah of Amorha was tho head of tho tribe. 

■ 42., Of these villages, ninety-nine wore visited, and' no 

less than eighty six found suspicious. . - 

■ 43. The Baboos of Bhudawur Kalan livo in ten villages, 
in seven of which I found 104 boys and one girl, who, luckily 
for herself, was born and bred at the house of her mother’s 
family, and who' has not been permitted to come to her 


* Above 60 tribes vritb sub •divisions. 
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'fother’s house. Their oilier villages are said to coiitaln two 
girls. 

44. They admit that for ten j’ears there has been but one 
girl married in all tliose villages. They have been always aii 
unfeeling sept. Their villages are notorious for Suttee monu- 
ments, and their tanks are said to be deep with infants’ 
bones. 

45. On the occasion of asking a leading Thakoor, Sheo 
Glfoolam Singh, Koour, of Gouliunia, whether I should not 
invito the Bhadawur people to a conference on infanticide, 
ho burst out — “Ask them, they are the very w’orst offenders; 
dig up their floors, they are paved with skulls.” 

46. ISlext in order come the Koonwurs of Pukherwa 
Kulan, living in twentj'-sevon vill.ages. In twenty-three of 
them I found 284 boys and 23 girls. In ten villages not a 
gild e.vists, and in ten villages marriage of a girl is an 
unknown ceremony. Four villages were not investigated. 
They seem to possess one girl, 

• 47. Next come the Baboos of Nagporc, who live in 
twenty-seven villages. In tlie nineteen visited, I found 210 
boys and 43 girls. In fifteen of the villages no marriage of 
a girl has taken place for a decade. In their three remaining 
villages there would appear to be three girls. 

48. The Baboos of Ramgurh live in sixteen villages. In 
the nine villages visited,-! found 71 boys and 7 girls. In 
four of these no girls exist, and in seven no girl has been 
married for at least ten years. 

49. The Baboos of Purtabgurh live in five villages. In 
the two visited, I found 31 boys and 1 girl. One girl is said 
to exist in their otlier three villages. 

50. The Baboos of Asogpoor preserve their old reputation. 
They have twenty boys and no girl, and no gird has ever 
been married from among them, or known in their xdllage. 

■ 51. Among the Baboos of Beokulee, who have seven boys,' 
one girl exists ; she was born at the house of her mother’s 
family and reared there; and the lucky chance of my being' 
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engaged in investigation in tlie neighbonrliood at tlie time 
preserved to the Baboos of Khumuria one girl among 34 
boys. 

52. ' Nearly all the families of the Baboos and Koours 
practice the crime ; the former arc perhaps ihore addicted to it, 
but the Lnchmunpore ICoours of Luchmunpore form an honor- 
able and noble exception. They have in their village twenty 
hoys to twenty-one girls, while their brethren in Mulkaineeah 
have only six boys to twenty-one girls. The Baboos of 
Kdodruhee are also a worthy exception. 

53. The Thakoors of Poorah Mumah, Zillah Fyzabad, 
arc a largd element in the Soorujbuns clan in Amorha, and 
are entirely unconnected with the former clans. They live 
in 41 villages, of which 17 were examined, and 154 boys and 
54 girls found therein. In eight of their villages marriage 
has not taken place for ten years. 

54. This clan is not so addicted to the practice, but some 
of their villages are very bad. ^ In six of them there are 76 
boys and only 7 girls. It was with regard to Oodeypoor — 
one of these — that Kamjceawun. Pundit, a man who is much 
respected and was rewarded for loyalty, said to me — “ I have 
lived near the place as boy and man close on 80 years, and I 
never saw a marriage in it.” 

55. In the majority of these villages the taint is found ; 
the proportion for the whole of the 41 Sdllages is- about 63^ 
hoys to 37 girls per cent. — better than that of the other Soo- 
rujbunses of the Bharut Dwaj.clan, but still bad. 

5G. To, look at the Pergunnah of Amorha generally in 
connection with the Soorujbunsos (Bhurat Dwaj). They live 
in 1 45 villages, containing 1,369 boys and 409 girls, or an 
avcr.age of 76 to 24. Of these villages, 98 were visited, and 
85 villages have been reckoned ‘‘suspicious.” They contain 
1,086 boys and 168 girls, /. c., a proportion of 86 to 14 girls^ 
while of other castes in these villages there are 5,589. boys 
and 4,043 girls, or 58 to 42, a low. average, bttt high 'svhen 
compared with either of the above rates. 
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57. The taint does not seem to he great beyond Pergun- 
nah Amorlia among the Soorujbuns clan, as in 57 villages 
in other pergunnahs only three are found below the fixed 
standard. 

58. The Soorujbunses marry their daughters to the Kul- 
liunses of Oudli, Hani'a, Bisejm, Chouhan, Sirneyt, Kousik, 
Bhudoria, Buchgotee, Bughel. Their average marriage 
expenses, as deduced from the tabulated statement, is about 
Es. 160. 

59. I am inclined to look with distrust on these state- 
ments, and on the number of marriages among girls. The 
nien seem generally desirous to make the amount of dower 
appear as small as possible, and the number of marriages as 
great as they can. 

60. Been Dyal Singh, of Bishoondaspoor, acknowledges 
spending Es. 1,000, and Drig Bijjai Singh, Koour, as much 
as Es. 2,000. 

61. The These men say they come from Argul, 

in the Cawnpore District, The head of the clan was the late 
Eajah of Nuggur, who proved disloyal, and whose estates 
were confiscated with those of many of his followers after 
the mutiny. They are a numerous and proud clan, and 
much impoverished. They live chiefly *in Pergunnahs 
Ourungabad Nuggur and Munsooruuggur. 

62. , Their villages are forty-seven, twenty-six of which 
were visited, and in twenty-two were found 354 boys and 47 
girls, i. e., 88 to 12 per cent. 

63. In eight of these villages no girls exist, and in fifteen of 
them no marriage has been seen for a decade of years, and, if 
report be true, for very many more. The general average of 
the tribe is 77 boys to 23 girls. 

64. The pergunnah percentage in Ourungabad Nuggur of 
other castes is 56 boys to 44 girls, and of Eajpoots 63 boys 
to 37 girls. When we find such a low percentage — 77 boys 
to 23 girls, and see such villages as Naikapar with 28 boys 
and 2 girls, Bhelwul with 26 boys and 1 girl, and Mehreepoor 
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■with 33 boys and 3 girls, — -when the voice of rumour over 
the District implicates the clan, there can be but one conclu- 
sion, viz., that the Goutums of Nuggur are guilty of tho 
practice of female infanticide. . '• 

' G5. They marry their girls to Biseyn, Sirneyt, Kulhuns, 
Soorujbuns, Bais, and Kousik, they say, and their deduced 
average marriage expenses are, about Tis.’ 300 ; but some of 
them, as Sheo Bux Singh, of Ghonspoor, and Jeet Bahacloor 
Singh, of Pipra, admit spending Bs. 500 and Es. 800 at' a 
time in the marriage ceremonies. 

66. • The Kulhii7is . — The Rajah of Bustee is the head of this 
clan, which is mainly confined to Munsoornuggur, Bustee. 
They inhabit 47 villages, and their general percentage is fain 
Ten of their villages are among the suspicious, having, when 
visited, 177 boys to 65 girls. Some of the villages are bad, as 
Abhaipoor with 17 boys and 2 girls, and Ooska with 15 boys 
and 3 girls, and there are four villages in which no marriage 
has taken place for ten years past. 

67. The Kulhuns of Bustee are said to have emierated 
originally from Gu/.erat. Tliey are accounted of a lower 
grade than their brethren in Oudh. - The Rajah of Bustee 
seems to have been, in 1864, a member of the Goruckporo 
Sjmod for the curtailment of marriage expenses; He was 
probably too. young at the time to appreciate the object of the 
meeting, as he does not appear to have used his influence with 
his people. 

68. They marry their daughters to the Sirneyt, Soorujbuns,. 
Biseyn, Goutum, and the deduced .average rate of marriage 
expenses is about Rs, 220. Of course this is often exceeded ; 
Budun Singh, of Sheopore, spent Rs. 1,000, aud a fellow, 
villager Rs. 500 in marriage expenses. 

69. The Biiricars are a scarce people, inhabiting twenty- 
five villages, chiefly in Amorha and Ourungabad Nuggur,) 
"ivith an average percentage of 63. boys to 37 girls, as shown: 
by the census returns. Ten of their villages wore, on being; 
visitpcl, fotmd suspicious,. Qf these, five -ffero; found 'in; 
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Amorlia Pergunnali, although there are only eight of their 
villages in this whole pergunnah. Contact with the Sooruj- 
bunses would seem to. have infected them. Against the whole 
tribe, however, there seems to be good grounds for suspi- 
cion. 

, 70. They marry their daughters to Pulwars, Bais, Eoutars, 
SirueytSj Soorujbuns and Kulhuns, and are said to have come- 
from Fyzabad. They have no very bad villages, Raneepoor 
Lod, with 19 boys to 5 girls, being one of the largest, but in- 
four of their villages no marriage has taken place for ten years. 

' 71. Choiolian . — This tribe hold only twenty villages in the 
District, with ah average percentage of 77 boys to 23 girls. 
Of these villages, seven were suspected and visited, and- 
found to contain 83 boys and 15 girls. In the village of 
Pukree Chouhan alone there are 53 boys and only 9 girls. 

. 72. They came from Etawah, where they appear to have 
practised the crime, as shown by C. Raikes, Esquire, in his 
correspondence with Government in 1851. They marry their 
daughters to the Bhudorias, Kulhuns, Rajkomar, Bhaley- 
sooltaii, Soorujbuns, Routar, and Sivneyts, and would seem 
to spend about an average of Rs. 400 on their weddings. 

. 73. Hie Bais can hardly be said to be addicted to the 
practice, as out of 143 villages only 19 have been entered 
among the suspicious. They are very numerous, and their 
general average good, nor are they implicated by rumour. 

74. The Hanras have improved since the time of - Mr. 
Moore’s visit. They still live in four villages in the north 
of the District, but have now got six girls, where none 
formerly existed. They can show no marriages within ten 
years, which would seem to signify that they have but lately 
come to preserve their girls. 

r 75. The Kousiks are somewhat suspicious. They-'are, 
however, very few in number,' and inhabit only six -villages, 
in the District. In three of these Were found 51 boys and- 
22 girls, and the general percentage is about 69 to 31, They 
are too, fe.w to form a judgment -ou,: . , . . 
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76. - 1 tlink it "will be well to show hero the lo^T percen- 
tages of girls obtaining generally among the Rajpoots of the 
Districtj and for Ibis purpose have constructed a table. 

77. I think nothing short of going to the villages can 
furnish stronger evidence of the crime than these averages. 
When whole tribes show an average of 70 boys to 30 girls, 
and the majority of them a muoh greater disparity, and while 
the average for the Avhole population of minors is 55 to 45, 
there must bo some special cause at work to remove the girls 
of the Rajpoots. 

78. During my tour I found, as has been found in every 
investigation of the kind, that a child born in the house of 
its mother’s family is always preserved alive. I met with 
three such cases. It was also said that once a child had 
sucked its mother’s breast it was allowed to live. 

79. The number of sickly little girls is very great, and 
they seem not to have the same care and attention paid to 
tlieni as the boys. 

- 80. I found also that the purchase of little girls for matri- 
mony was practised more or less, and occasionally avowed ; 
thus Man Singh, a Raikwar of Dhurmoopoor in Amorha, 
said he had bought a girl for a sum which I now forget ; and 
Outar Singh, a Bais of Deoyabuksh Fandey, also in Amorha,, 
told me he had bought two girls— one a Biseyn from Gon- 
dah, and the other a Sirneyt of Oonwul— for Rs. 155. 

81. That this purchase of girls is common, would appear 
from the fact that in Amorha I have found more than ono 

, established broker in this matrimonial trade, and a short time 
ago large numbers of women of this ' kind from Azimgurh and 
Upper Bengal were found by Captain Sharpe, of Gondah, 
in Mahooapar, a village of ours near the Oudh boundary. 

82. This tradej though useful in a manner, is opeii to 
great abuse, as kidnapped and stolen children are sometimes 
disposed of in matrimony by the dealers. 

83. The Rajpoots' in Amorha, it appears to me>- do not 
cave much of what caste their . wiYCS {ire, provided the caste 
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of sucli woman is not suspected bj’' others. They purchase 
a full knowledge of the doubt, but so long as they 
can procure a Pundit to jjerform the marriage ceremonies, 
and can impose on their neighbours, it is a matter of 
indilForence. 

84. Sever.al cases of tliis nature have come before mo 
judicially. The girl got lonely or was ill-treated by the women 
of her husband’s house and disclosed her caste ; her husband 
then was obliged to feign prcviotis ignorance, and, to show 
his want of suspicion, w.as obliged to prosecute the broker 
and his accomplice for cheating, and the system in this way 
came to light. 

85. The Eahtores are gonenally said to take a sum of money 
from their daughter’s husband ; and the Pulwars of Azim- 
gurh arc said to import large numbers of girls annually. 
Man Singh, who was obliged to purchase himsedf, made this 
statement to me,- and declared the want of women was get- 
tiniT more and more felt in Amorha. 

O 

86. - And this is natural. If the suspected clans will not 
preserve their daughters for marri.age with otlier clans, those 
clans are not likely to give their daughters to the suspected 
clan ; for marriage unfortunately is witli them to some 
extent, a, matter of profit, and a tribe cannot go on having 
all profit and no loss. 

87. There ought to exist a natural dislike to marrying 
women to men of these suspected clans. Such a feeling may 
exist, but I have been unable to discover it. 

88. The number of unmarried males above ten years of 
ago among six of the suspected tribes iu the suspected villages 
is surprising in a Hindoo commrmity, amounting as it does 
to 41 per cent, of the whole. 

89. This must lead by degrees to polyandry, or the evil 
of infanticide may work its own cure, from the want of girls 
felt, in time ; but the progress towards such a consummation 
will; 1 fear, be sloWf 
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< 90. A curious custom exists iu Musolira, Porgunnali 
•Buttunporo Bansec, \Yliero tlio Sirnoyts allow their daughters 
to grow up to womanhood and do not allow them to got 
married.. 

91. Assuming tho practice of female infanticide proven 
among certain tribes, the question arises whether it is on tlio 
increase or decrease. It appears to mo to bo pretty sta- 
tionary. 

92. One hundred and six villages were visited by Mr. 
Mooro in 185 G, which were visited by me in 1868. Mr. 
Moore found in those villages 1,213 boys and 326 girls, or 
79 boys to 21 girls under six ye.ars of .age. 

93. In the present investig.ation were found in tho same 
villages 1,638 boys and 428 girls, or a percentage of 79 boys 
to 21 girls— an identical result. 

94. The crime, therefore, seems as rampant as before, 
and if the punitive measures recommended and approved in 
1856 were then necessary, they are as much so now. 

95. It is an atrocioits evil, and the common Police Force 

is utterly incompetent to cope with it. Whether the crime 
be committed by meairs of opium, salt, placing the after-birth 
or cow-dung on the mouth, or by inanition, refusal to give 
the child milk, it is committed in secret, and suspicion of the 
act, not to talk of proof, rarely exists, and never reaches the 
Police Station. The crime is such as to demand a special 
agency. .\- 

96. On speaking to the most intelligent of, the Brahmins 
and Thakoors of the District,. I find that the most various 
schemes are proposed for the suppression of the evil— the 
formation of Punchayets to regulate the marriage expense 
: — the deputation of a special Government Officer for the 
same purpose — the agency of the village midwife, of paid 
Chumarins, . of a special Police force — the issue of a Go- 
vernmental sumptuary law — the absolute prohibition ■ of 
dowry ; but one and all agree that agreements should be taken 
from all suspeoted villages not to practise .the crime. • ■ 
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97. The last proposition is vcry childish, though the others 
contain, in the main, the elements embodied in the various 
indirect and direct measures hitherto adopted and proposed 
in other districts for the suppression of infanticide. 

98. In Goruckporo hitherto no direct measures have been 
used. Mr. i\Iooro, when investigating into the existence of 
the crime, used cxhorhition and remonstrance, and distri- 
buted pamphlets shoving the atrocity and evil result of the 
crime among the people. 

99. Sir. Halsey, who appears to have had great influence 
with tlie Rajpoots, is also said to have done much in remon-- 
strating with the guilty tribes, but no direct measures were 
adopted. Sir. Slooro’s suggestions went considerably to 
form the basis of a Draft Act then drawn up, but the mutiny 
supervened, and nothing was done, and, as wo now see, tlie 
evil is as great .as before. 

100. In 1804 a conference of the leading Rajpoots was 
held at Goruckporo for the purpose of curtailing marriage 
expenses. The Rajahs of Bansee and Bustce of this distinct 
were members of it, aud most of the leading Rajpoot zemin- 
dars .attended. 

101. Tlicy agreed to certain conditions, but how have 
they kept them ? I know no one who has .acted up to the 
spirit of the meeting, except the Rajah of Bansee, a Sirnoyt, 
■who has married his nephew and four of liis clansmen with- 
out accepting any dower, 

102. In April last his son was married to the daughter 
of tlie Rajah of Bara, Zillah Allahabad, in the presence, it 
appears, of many Rajahs and wealthy men ; he had accepted 
only one gold mohur in “ Tilluk ” ; his procession was a com- 
paratively small one, and he accepted no “ Dahej.” It is to 
be hoped that others will follow this good example. It is only 
unfortunate that his caste is not Soorujbuns instead of being 
Sirneyt. 


3 
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103. ■ I' would appl}’' tlio Act drafted by Messrs. Unwin 
and Eaikes in' 1856, with a slight alteration iti the wordiiig. 
I think it is amply sufficient, and, after much reflection, I have 
come to the conclusion that no bettor special agency than 
that proposed by Mr. Moore in paragraphs- 241 to 245 of his 
■ report could be found. ’ • ' 


From "R. SiMSON, Esq., Secretary to Government, North-West- 
ern Provinces, to Commissioner, Benares Division, 28</i 
, August, 1868, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
Uo. 153, dated the 2nd ultimo, with which you submit 
a report by Mr. E. T. Hobart, on female infanticide in the 
Bustee District. 

2. In reply, I am desired to forward, for your informa- 
tion, copy of a letter addressed to the Government of India 
on the subject. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor requests that the thanks of 
Government may be communicated to Mr. Hobart for the 
efficient manner in which he has carried into effect the 
instructions of Government. The judgment with which he 
conducted the investigation, and the full and complete manner 
in which he has reported it, are highly creditable to hiin. 

• 4. The Lieutenant-Governor is gratified with the conspi- 
cuous example which the Eajah of Bansee, C.S.I., has set 
to other Rajpoot families in setting aside the prescriptive 
•habits of extravagance at the marriage of 'his children, and 
has directed that a letter embodying an expression of this be 
communicated to him. 

5. - The other Rajpoot families, noticed in the report as 
belonging to clans that, as a rule, practise infanticide, but in 
which the proportion of daughters is such as to show that they 
are cared for from their birth, should also be informed that 
the Government has observed this with satisfaction. 
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From K. SiMSON, Esq., Secretary to Government, North-West- 
ern Provinces, to Rajah Lall Mohender Purtab Singh, , 
C.S.I., jRajah of Bansec, 2Qth August, 1868. 

My Friend, — It lias been brought to tbo notice of the 
Hon’blo the Lieutenant-Governor that, on the occasion of the 
marriage of your son with the daughter of the Bara Rajah, 
the wedding arrangements and festivities were carried out 
upon an economical and frugal seale. 

2. His Honor has been much gnatified with the conspi- 
cuous example which you have set to other Rajpoot families, 
in thus setting aside the prescriptive habits of extravagance 
at the marriage of tlicir children, and trusts that it will bo 
followed by others, and so load to a diminution in the crime 
of infanticide, wliieh at present prevails so largely and brings 
so much disgrace on the Rajpoot name. 

From R. SlMSON, Esq., Secretary to Government, North-West- 
ern Provinces, to Government of India, Home Department, 
4/7< Septcmler, 1869. 

With reference to the letter from this oflSco, No. 34:6A., 
dated 27tli August, 1868, 1 am directed to enquire whether there 
is any early prospect of the subject of the prevention of female 
infanticide being taken up by the Legislative Department. 

2. Another year has passed since the Home Department 
were last addressed on this subject, and meanwhile the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor is unable, in the present state of the law, 
to. take any efficient measures for coping with this great evil. 
It is, of some practical importance to this Government to 
know whether it is intended to take upHhe subject^Iegisla- 
tively. or. not. 

From F. M. Lind, Esq., Commissioner, Agra Division, to 
. Officiating. Secretary to Government, North-Western 
Provinces, 30ih April, 1870. 

1 have the honor to submit the accompanying lettei-, 
No. 34, -dated 21st instant, from the Magistrate of Agra, 
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giving cover to a Memorandum on Female Infanticide by 
Mr. T. Benson, Assistant Magistrate. 

2. The enquiry, the result of which is reported by Mr. 
Benson, originated in Mr. Dashwood having hoard of the Bill 
for the prevention of the murder of female infants, ^Yhiol^ has 
since become Act VIII. of the present year. . 

" '8. - Mr. Benson deserves great credit for the energy he 
has thrown into the task of enquiry. Ho has visited a very 
largo proportion of tho suspected villages, and, from personal 
and local enquiries, has obtained information which ho has 
enabodied in tho tabular statements annexed to his memo- 
randum. , , 

4. The rosults shown aro iudood satisfactory. They show 
a gradual but certain decrease in the horrible crime of child 
inurder. Tho care bestowed in the prosecution of enquiries 
is the best tost of tho accuracy of the returns. 

5. Tliere can, I think, be little doubt that tho preventive 
measures inaugurated by Mr, ,Gubbins have in a large mea- 
sure contributed to these successful results. At the same 
time I am inclined to think there are other causes at work, 
which are gradually but sixroly w'orking a change in men’s 
minds. 

6. Impecuniosity and pride of family have hitherto been 
regarded as the leading motive's for the commission of female 
infanticide. They generally go hand in hand: for the poorer 
the Thakoor, provided he bo of tho pure stock, tlie greater 

■ will be his pride '; tlie greater his inability to pay a dower 
for tho marriage of his daughter among his own clansmen or 
with a higher caste, tho greater, will bo the inducement of 
pride to make away with, her; the reproach -of having an 
unmarried daughter is more than his pride can resist. 

7. Mr. Benson, in paragraph 20 . of his" m'ernorandum, 

, assents to the fact tliat infanticide decreases in proportion to 
the diminution in marriage expenses. . At the . same ‘ time he 
argues, strangely enough, that any law for the regulation of 
marriage expenses must be imperfect or unnecessary. 
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8. I confess I should have thought his conclusion -would 
have been in favor of such a law as Act VIIl. of 1870; and 
so convinced am I of the necessity of beginning at the bot- 
tom of the ladder, that I have, for the last two years, in my 
annual tours, been impressing on the more respectable gentry 
the propriety of adopting measures among their clansmen 
for the curtailing of marriage expenses, as the only way of 
removing the great inducement to female infanticide. How 
far I have been successful, I cannot at present say, but 1 can 
state that the question of marriage expenses has been venti- 
lated in a manner which has set people to think and to talk 
on the subject. ■ 

• 9. The barriers of prejudice are, I think, gradually and daily 
giving way to the progress of education and general enlight- 
enment, and 1 hope the day is not far distant when Thakoors 
will yield their pride to a natural love of their offspring. 

10. lieprcssive measures produce good results where the 
subjects of bhem are uninfluenced by the light of knowledge 
and reason, and where the dread of personal inconvenience 
and terror of the law are necessary considerations to secure 
compliance with the ordinary instincts of nature. The bene- 
ficial effects of these measures, suited as they were to the 
people to whom they were applied, are to be seen in Mr. 
Benson’s Report. 

11. lam not prepared to say that these measures should 
at the present time.be suddenly withdra-nm. I am inclined to 
agree with Mr. Benson in the propriety of their continuance, 
except perhaps in respect of the modification introduced by 
Mr. Hall in Pergunnah Bah Pinahut. They may gradually 
be relaxed at the discretion of the Magistrate hereafter, or 
they may be superseded by rules to be promulgated in accor- 
dance with Act VIII. of 1670. Some restraint must, how- 
ever, be kept up. 

- 12. In conclusion, I wmuld bring to His Honor’s notice 
the very creditable manner in which Mr. Benson has dis- 
charged the duty imposed upon him. 
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From E[. W. ,'Dash'wooDj Esq., Magistrate of Agra, io Com- 
missioner, Agra Division, 21st Apnl, 1870. 

In December last, observing in the Noivspapers a notice of 
the probable enactment of a law for the suppression of female 
infanticide, I thought it would be advisable to ascertain by 
positive enquiry to what extent the measures introduced 
many years ago by Mr. Gubbins in this district had been 
successful.. I deputed Mr. T. Benson, Assistant Magistrate, 
on this duty. He has been engaged on it throughout the past 
cold weather, and the result of his labors is embodied in the 
accompanying report. I loft the mode of enquiry very much 
to Mr. Benson’s discretion, giving him only a brief memoran- 
dum of instructions, copy of which is annexed. Mr. Benson 
has executed this duty with his usual care and thoroughness ; 
and the facts given in his interesting Report, and the conclu- 
sions drawn from these facts maj"-, I think, bo fully accepted. 

2. There are 108 suspected villages in this district, viz . ; — 

In Pergunnah Bah Pinahut ... ... 51 

„ Futtehabad ... ... 16 

,, Iradutnugger ... ... 19 

„ Kheyragurh ... ... 14 

Ferozabad ... ... 8 

In four out of the five pergunnahs, Mr. Benson tested the 
Statistical Returns, which he called for from the local officials, 
by personal inspection of suspected villages. He had not time 
to visit Ferozabad ; and, as we havo for this pergunnah only 
paper returns to rely upon, it had better be omitted from our 
view. 

3. Table A., attached to the Report, contains the pith, of 
it. ,It will be , seen that in Bah Pinahut, the percentage of 
girls has risen from 32'2 in 1854, to 40’2 in 1865, and 42*2 
in..l869. In Futtehabad the. proportion is 43 per .cent, in 
1869 to 36 in 1854; and in Iradutnugger and Kheyragurh 
the proportions at the present date are .45 ; and 48 iper .cent, 
respectively. In 1854, they were 33 and 28 per cent. The 
result is certainly satisfactory. - 
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■ 4. But if we licsitato to accept as correct Returns drawn up 
by Putwarcos, tlio result of personal inspection does not admit 
of doubt, and will bo found in Table D. appended to the 
Report. The percentage of female children amongst children 
under twelve years of ago was discovered to bo three per 
cent, higher than by the Putwaroo’s Returns ; and Mr. Benson 
shows in paragraph IS of the Report how the small poroontago 
of female children above 12 is quite consistent with the former 
existence, and present absence, or say diminution, of tho crime 
of infanticide. 

• 5. I refrain from noticing those jwragraphs of tho Report 
which relate to tho continuance, whether in a modified or 
unmodified form, of the existing system. Act VIII. of 1870 
has become law, and it is probable that the Government will 
call for tho opinion of District Officers as to what measures to 
bo enforced under that Act are best suited for each District. 
Mr. Benson’s suggestions will then bo taken into considera- 
tion. 

Ulcmorandum hy H. W. Dashwood, Esq., dated 11th De- 
cember^ 18(19. 

As 1 sec by tho last Friend of India that a law is likely'to 
bo proposed on tho subject of infanticide, I think some enquiry 
should bo made as tho result of tho measiu'cs taken several 
years ago by Mr. Gubbins for the suppression of this crime. 
Mr. Drummond, who succeeded Mr. Gubbins, M'armly sup- 
ported those measures ; but since his time the question has 
rather dropped out of sight, and should bo taken up anew. 
Wo have now tho census papers of 18G5 to help us, and Put- 
waroes keep up vital statistics which wore not prepared in old 
days, and which, whether correct or the reverse, afford some 
clue to tho real state of affairs. The villages suspected of the 
crime 'are mostly in Bah Pinahut, and that pergunnah can bo 
taken up first. 

•1. The first point to bo ascertained is whether the number 
of girls to-be found in these villages is proportionate to, the 
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population. Mr. Gubbins’s Bcporfc gives the figures Tor cacli 
village in bis clay. Then we have the Census Return of each 
village for the year 1865, which should bo in the Tohsool Office 
or with the Putwaroo, and the Putwarce of each village should 
•bo called upon for a return of the existing number of boys 
and girls; this return should bo. tested by enquiries of the 
Lumberdars, and the Birth Returns for the past two, or three 
•years given by the Putwarees should be looked to. 

2. The next'point is whetlier the preventive system started 
by Mr. Gubbins has been and is kept up in its integrity or not. 
I expect in some respects it has fallen into disuse; perhaps by 
express oixler, perhaps from want of attention. If the figured 
Returns show a satisfactory result, it may not bo necessary to 
keep up the system as a whole,' but to modify it in some 
respects. ' 

Every endeavour should bo made to ascertain whetlier the 
crime has really died out or decreased as is believed to be the 
case ; and,' if so, whetlier this has arisen from the preven- 
tive measures set on foot by Mr. Gubbins, or partly also from 
a change in the habits of the classes who practised the crime, 
such as decrease of marriage expenses, less regard to caste in 
marriage of daughters, and so forth. ThoTehseel and Police 
officials who have been long resident in the Pergunnah| the 
'Kariiidalis of large landowners, such as the Bhudawur Rajah, 
Rao Jotee Persliad, Rajah Dinkur Rao, Thakooraiiee Madho 
Kooer, and others, could give information on the subject, 
besides, of course, zemindars of suspected villages or 'of 
villages not suspected but adjacent to suspected villages. 

I forgot to mention the Mortuary Returns which the 
Putwarees keep up. A comparison between iUale and f6niale 
deaths among non-adults would bo useful. • 

Report by T. Benson,' Esq., Assistant Magistrate^ on Female 
Infanticide in the Agra District, dated 18th April, 1870. 

At the present time (1869-70) there are 108 villages in 
the Agra District under surveillance, as being suspected of 
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prnctising Female Infanticide. Of these 97 were placed 
under surveillance bj Mr. Gubbins ; 11 have been added to 
the list since. In Bah Pinahut Pcrgunnah there are 61 vil- 
lages, includiuff these 11 ^ 3 villaaios* which 

Rnjora. ^ ^ •» o 

Bichola. Were on Mr. Gubbins’ list are now excluded. 

Mm Banda, Futtehabad there are IG, in Irradutnuggur ' 

19, in Khyragurh 14, and in Ferozabad S, as in Mr. Gubbins’ 
time. 


2. The sj'stem of surveillance kept up is the same 
throughout the district, with the exception that in Bah Piua- 
Iiut some important additions have been made. It oousists in 
this that at every Police Station there is a list kept of the sus- 
pected villages within the circle. On the birth of a female 
child in any suspected family in any such village the Ohow- 
keedar, who receives information from the Bulahir, is bound 
to proceed to the Thanah and report the fact ; ho is often 
accompanied by tlic father or next representative of the child. 
In some cases the Chowkeedar reports any illness that befalls 
the child before it is six months old, but this is not, I think, 
universally carried out. In the event of such female child 
dying before it attains six months of age, the event is at once 
reported at the Police Station ; the officer in charge proceeds 
to the village and takes the statements of the “ Panch,” the 
“ Dai” and father, or any other person affecting the inquiry, 
and then forwards the body and witnesses to the Deputy 
Magistrate of the Pergunnah, who, after holding an inquiry and 
inspecting the body, passes orders in the case, ordinarily con- 
cluding the inquiry and returning the body to the relatives for 
disposal. If any circumstances of suspicion existed, the body 
would be' sent to the Civil Surgeon, and the case forwarded 
to the Magistrate having jurisdiction. 

3. In Bah Pinahut, an important addition was made a few 
years ago to this procedure, by order, I believe, of Mr. Hall, 
when in chai’ga of the Pergunnah. This order was that in 
every ease the body, after the inquiry held by the Deputy 
Magistrate, should be forwarded to the Civil Surgeon at Agra 

4 - 
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for examination. The relatives- talse the body, and is- allowed 
to remove it after such examination. Another addition in 
this Pergunnah is that the Putwaree of each village is required 
to file monthly in the Tehseelee a. return respecting the 
suspected families, showing the number of boys and girls 
tinder 1 , 2 and 6 years existing in the village, and the num- 
ber of births and deaths of such children during the month. ' 

4. It would appear from this that the ^‘preventive measures,^’ 
as described by Mr. Gubbins, have been considerably modified. 
Engagements may have then been taken from the Zemindars, 
Chowkeedars, &c., but the memory of them, oven is extinct, 
and they do not appear to have been taken again on change 
of Zemindar, &c., &c. Again, except in Bah Pinahut, the 
Putwaree keeps up. 7io special register for these families^ . lior 
does he furnish any monthly return to the Thanah. The 
Thanahdar does not abstract the result of the registration made 
in his office, oj* forward any return to the Magistrate. In , 
fact there is no system working for showing the progress of 
the preventive measures, nor any system of testing the regis- 
tration. The model system was soon discontinued -(about 1855, 

I am led to believe). The form of returns, in Bah Pinahut 
seems based on certain returns called for by .Government in 
1865. 

5. Briefly, Mr. Gubbins’ system of registry is kept up, 
but without provisions for testing its working or results; 
apparently it is supposed to have become a matter of. habit. 
The one point where Mr. Gubbiiis’ system has been amplified 
is in the case of inquiry after de^h of a female child under six 
months ; under his system the Thaliahdar or Darogah could give 
a final order in the case ; at present in all pergunnahs the case 
goes on to the Deputy Magistrate for order, and in Bah Pinahut 
the body is further always forwarded to the Ciidl Surgeon. 

• 6. There is one important point of Mr. Gubbins’ system 
which has certainly not been attended to. He says ; .“ Upon 
the Chowkeedar’s fidelity the. enforcement of these measures 
mainly depends. He - must belong to a difierent caste altqgo- 
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tlicr; and tlio MuSalinan is found to sympathize least with 
child-murder.” This has not apparently been heeded, as 
will ho evident from a statement showing the castes of the 
Ohowkeedars in the suspected villages. It becomes a mons- 
trous absurdity w’hcn the Chowkeedar who has to watch 
the oiFonding Thakoors appears liimscif before you to answer 
inquiries as to the male and female children in his own 
family; in 25 villages (out of 100; this anomalous state of 
affairs exists. 

7. A description has been given of the system of surveil- 
lance now in force; it remains to bo considered what is the 
effect of that system ; does it maintain the improved state of 
things to which Mr. Gubbins’ measures gave a start ? 

8. To determine this, returns have been called for from, 
the Putwarees of the several vill.ages. They wore required to 
furnish a return showing the number of suspected families, 
of boys and of girls at the census of 1865, the same particu- 
lars ill 1869, the number of births, male and female, in these 
families in the years 1867, 1868, 1869, and tlie number of 
deaths of children, also the number of marriages of girls in 
those years. (In the Bah Pinahut Returns, the first called 
for, marriages of sons were also included, but were disconti- 
nued in the others.) Further, with a view to ■ascertaining the 
proportion which obtained in other castes between male and 
female children, returns were called for of the number of boys 
and girls in those villages belonging to other castes. 

With a view to testing the returns of female births, the 
Thanahdars wore required to furnish returns of the births 
reported at their stations during tlie years 1867-68-69. 

As has boon said, tlie Putwaree’s returns for 1865 arc 
supposed to have been based on tlie census papers ; for the 
number of existing boys and girls, I issued instructions that 
they should use, the information on which they based their 
annual population return for 1276 Fuslee (sent in at October 
1869). For the births and deaths, the Putwarees in Bah Pina- 
hut had their ppecial monthly returns to consult; in the re- 
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* In Bhilooli ia Khyragnrli. 


maining Pcrgunnalis, Thalcoors’ births and deaths would hare 
to be Boleoted out of the general records. 

10. A remark or two must bo made on the way in wbiob 
those returns are prepared, and tlio method of collecting the 
information on which they are based. In tlio first place, as to 
the mimbor of suspected families, there isno distinct provision 
in Mr. Gubbins’ rules that I can find as to register of the sus- 
pected families in suspected villages ; albeit ho says that one 
family in a village may practise, and another abhor infanticide, 

yet in only onc^ out of eighty 
villages visited did 1 find any 
family specially exempted from Emvcillance. There being no 
other guide, the Putwarcc appears tomaho .it his rule to 
enter every family which comes under the denomination of 

Thakoor” on the list, without any regard to its belonging to a 
clan known to practice infanticide, or the reverse. “ Family” 
is not used in the English sense, nor does it mean a “ house ” 
exactly ; those who live “ shamil, ” who eat together, form a 
“ family,” so that it maj' consist of two or three fathers of 
families, or of a single bachelor. In the next place, as to the 
definition of boys and girls : in Mr. Gubbins’ lists they are 
those under 11 years of age. I called tor returns of those under 
12, but I do not feel certain that the Pntw'arees have uniformly 
stuck to this as a rule ; however, approximately they have, 
no doubt. With respect to the girls there is a variety of . 
practice : a girl may bo married (in one sense, perhaps it 
might be called betrothed), as early as five, ordinarily the 
ceremony takes place between 7 and , 10 -years of age ; but 
she does not leave her father’s house to join her husband till she 
5s from 10 to 13 years of age. Withrespeetto these married 
girls, the Putwarees’ practice differs ; some strike the girl, out 
of their lists as soon as she is betrothed, some not till she joins 
her husband ; some retain them on their lists even after this 
if they are under 12 ; if they are over 12, and at home still, 
some Putwarees strike them oflP, some keep them on the list. 
{With regard to the births and deaths, I believe that the people 
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thoinsolvcs often neglect to report the event if it concerns 
a boy ; but that, knowing the system in force, they are 
generally careful to report in the ease of a girl. 

1 1. With respect to the accuracy of these returns I am 
afi-aid nothing strikingl}' satisfactory can be said ; as regards, 
indeed, the returns of present existing boys and girls, I think 
the returns are in the main and .substanti:dly correct ; this 
will be further dealt with subsequently'. So, too, the returns 
for ISfio, excepting Pcrgnnnah Ferozabad, in this parti- 
onl.'ir seem correct. J3ut :is to the births and deaths it is 
dideront. In the first place, the figures show that in many 
villages the Pntwarocs must liavo included births and deaths 
of children of other castes, not only the suspected ones. This 
was notably obvious in the Inidutnnggnr returns, but no 
cliango was made by the Putwarcos, Ihongli they were sent 
back for correction. These errors are rendered obvious by 
comparing the total of female births reported at the Tlian- 
nah with tho Pntwarco’s return : they should tally exactly in 
the ease of every village ; ns a fact, this result lias seldom 
Ijccn obtained, but an ajiproximate .agreement does exist in 
some places. 


Puticarecs 

Thannah 

Excess of 

licturii. 

lidurn. 

PtUicarcc, 

Futteliabad ... 27-1 

231 

43 

Ir.'xdutruiggur ... 57.3 

244 

329 

Ivhyragurh ... 185 

170 

15 

Ferozabad ... 218 

124 

94 


Obviously Iradutnuggur returns are vTong; so, too, Ferozabad, 
considering that there are only 8 villages. In Futteliabad 
returns, I think llio mistake is traceable to two villages. In 
Bah Pinahut, the returns from the Thannahs were incomplete, 
but an individual scrutiny of the villages docs not show 
improbability in many cases, and the Tliannah returns as far 
as they exist correspond fairly. As to tho deaths of girls, the 
Tliannah only gives those whicli occur under sis months. 
Thus in • . - 
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Futtehab'ad, out of 162 reported by tbe Putwaree, 44 were 
under ^six montbs3(by the Thaiinah return). 

Iradutnuggur ... , ... ... ‘ 313 66 

Khyragarh ... ... ... 90 46 

Futtehabad ... ... ' ... 85 44. 

With respect to those eases where other castes have been 
included, of course the mistake extends to the returns con- 
cerning boys, so that the proportions will not be generally 
■wrong, only they will not clearly show the . proportions 
amongst Thakoors only. 

12. And now, taking these returns for what they are 
worth, do they show' favorable results ? Does the percentage of 
girls existing appear a fair one ? Is the mortality amongst girls, 
the proportion of deaths to births amongst them as compared 
with boys, at an average rate or otherwise ? 

13. Ordinarily, one would think that girls should about 
equal boys in number, and as the total birth returns for these 
villages show that an equal number of boys and girls are born, 
this idea is somewhat confirmed. At the same time when it 
is found that the proportion obtaining in other castes in the 
same villages (taking the whole district) is 43 girls in 100 
children, we can hardly expect to find 50 per cent. of*girls 

amongst Thakoors. Mr. 
Moore,* finding that the 
average proportion -was 52 boys to 48 girls, but that even 
amongst “ non-infanticide ” villages it was sometimes as low 
as 58 boys to '42 girls, decided that when there were 60 
boys to 40 girls there was good ^ound for supposing infanti- 
cide to exist ; but as a limit he decided to rank as suspected 
villages those wherein the proportion fell below 35 girls to 
65 boys. 

This perhaps is a point which should rather be brought in 
when determining the case of each particular village; wo may, 
however, take it that if there are on an average 40 girls to .60 
boys or above that, affairs are not very bad, 


Vide hia report oa female infanticide. 
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14. An inspection of a comparative return with percent- 
ages of the number of boys and girls existing in 1854 
(January), after Mr. Gubbins’ system had been two and a 
half years in full swing, in 1865, and in 1869 respectively, 
shows that, whereas in 1854 the percentage of girls was 
only 33'4, it had risen in 1865 to 41 '4 (or 41*1), and is 
now 43 ‘3 ; this would imply a steady progress, and a satisfac- 
tory result ; and when it is considered that in June in 1851, 
when Mr. Gubbins began his system, there were 1,100 less 
girls than there were in 1854, and that the percentage must 
have been some 23 per cent, only, it seems obvious that he 
dealt such a violent blow at this evil practice as to crush it at 
once, and set on foot a new and better order of things, which 
has progressed steadily ever since. The progress appears to 
have been gradual in each pergimnah, the great rise being in 
every case, except Futtehabad, in the long period 1854 to 
1865, and the rise since then being comparatively sh'ght. The 
rise in Khyragurh, where the proportion has risen to 48 per 
cent., is greatest. Ferozabad alone seems not to have pro- 
gressed sensibly, the proportion being still as low as 37*3 per 
cent., only 1‘3 higher than it was in 1854. 

15. It will not fail to attract attention that though the 
number of families have increased by above 570 since 1854, 
and girls by 1,150, the number of boys has decreased by 
about 150. This does not seem natural, and, except that for 
other reasons, which will be detailed below, I believe the 
present returns to be right, would tend to throw suspicion on 
tliem as “ evoked ” for the present enquiry, more especially 
as the decrease is on the whole since 1865 ; whereas the 
births of boys have been equal to those of girls in 1867-68-69, 
and the mortality slightly lower. However, even ivero we to 
suppose boys had increased, the total could not reasonably be 
put much above 5,300 instead of 4,888, and this would make 
the proportion of girls still about 40 per cent. 

- Ferozabad returns, owing to the mistakes as to 1865, 
cannot be discussed, but of the other pergunnahs it will be 
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noticed that clccrcaso in hoys is i-oprcsontcd us tahing placo 
in Bah' Pinahut and Fntteliabad between 18G5 and 1860. In 
Futtchabad tlio decrease is very great, but there is also a 
decrease in girls in the same j)criod. In Iradntnuggur and 
Kliyragurh the decrease is represented as accruing between 
1854 and 1865 ; it is rather large in Kliyragurh. These 
circunistanees could not fail to attract attention and required 
notice. 

I will now detail my reasons for believing the results as 
now stated to bo substantially correct. This is tho one 
important point to bo looked at. 

16. 'With a view to testing the actual o.Ki.sting state of 
affairs, I have endeavoured to visit tho suspected villages. 
Owing to tho extent and inaccessibility of tho pergimnah, and 
also to want of time (as I did not receive instructions to take 
up this subject till I had nearly comjiletcd my tour), I only, 
visited 32 of the 51 villages in Bah Pinahut; in Futtchabad 
I visited 15 (t. c., all except one) ; in Ir.adutnuggur 19, all ; 
and in Kliyragurh 13, all except one. I have not visited 
Ferozabad at all, and so have no personal knowledge of the 7 
Aliir and one Ohowhan villages which it contains ; tho Putwa- 
reos’ returns are tho only authority. In all, 79 out of 108 
villages have been visited. In visiting these villages it was 
primarily my object to find out the number of male and 
female children existing ; for this purpose I had the fathers 
of suspected families collected, and questioned them as to their ' 
families. I took .families in the English sense, strictly the 
children of one father, and arritpged my results accordingly. 
Each man was asked how ntany sons and daughters ho 
had, and then to detail their ages ; these I arranged in 4 
classes — sons above and under 12, and daughters married, 
or above 12, and under 12, unmarried. 1 found this, 
four-fold division very Useful subsequently. Eelations were 
allowed to speak for their relations when they appeared 
to have loiowledge. ‘ In this way I got results wlrich were 
to' a certain extent independent of the Putwaree ; in' Pina- 
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hut and- Futteliabad it was very much so, as the returns 
there liad not been prepared ; in the other two pergunnahs the 
Putwaree had prepared lus returns, so that ray ^rork was 
more in the natiure of testing his lists, and, my object being 
understood, I had a better attendance of Thakoors and a more 
complete scrutiny. Of course it was open to the people to make 
false statements tome, but, for reasons which I need not, 
detail, I am of opinion that they told the truth to the best of 
tlieir ability ; where I did regularly test tjie Putwaree’s lists, * 
I found them, as a rule, correct or nearly so. 

17. Taken as a whole, the result of my personal inquiries 
would be more favorable than that shown by the Putwaree’s 
returns: for on my calculations the percentage of female 
children amongst children under 12 years of age is 46*7, or 3 
per cent, higher tlian the Putwaree’s returns. However, it 
must be recollected that my inquiries did not embrace every 
single case, and when families were absent from my inquiries 
care was probably taken that all who had daughters at least 
should be present : besides, in all I only esamined 2,710 
families, probably about half the whole number : this is obvious 
also by comparing the totals of children, male and female, 
under 12. In Pinahnt my return is much more larorable; 
in Khvrasurh and Futfehabad idgutiji les^ , in irs-sutnuggur 

as nearly as possible the sarae- 

18. It will appear how small ihe percenmge of dsugiifeis 

is in children above 12 : this is^p^ectly en^ely con- 
sistent witli the prior esisten-ee o- - 
removal: the sons and aa--g-^"" 
born before 1857, and the ^ v ^ 
ilaturallv the number o- da..—.— 
whilst amongst children ^ = — -- - 1 
portion of danghters. ^ ^ . 

. 19. Besides the dire-ri erinen^^Gi - 

cide derived. &om tne 
girls, we have otnsr m 
(icung on the sep?-'^ 


'rrno,. frr:n 
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works), a comparison of tho number of deaths to birllis amongst 
girls with that amongst boys should toll us whether thcro is 
suspicious amount of mortality in tho former. The statements 
show that the number of births in either sex being equal 
(which would point to fair registration)', llio number of dcadis 
amongst girls is slightly higher, and tho mortality consequently 
greater by 1‘5 per cent. This docs not seem to mo to indicate 
anything suspicious or alarming; nay, further,' it allays any , 
doubts which might • bo caused by tho frequent recurrence of 
the verdict on corpses of female infants, that it refused milk 
and died in consequence. And, be it remarked, this is the 
utmost that is suspected now-a-days : the most suspieiohs per- 
sons only say that they think girls are occasionally disposed 
of by a slow process of starvation, by not being suckled. 

20. . Again, that the Tlmkoors kill their female infants is 
no longer a by-word official and non-official persons, parties, 
independent and interested, all agree in stating that the evil 
practice has doorcasod, if not entirely died out, under tho 
system. It is a matter of general opinion, too, that mar- 
riage expenses have diminished ;• this, of course, is the conse-- 
quence and result of tho system ; girls have been born, they 
have had to bo married, and proud fathers have had to reduce 
their standard ; having once done so, it is easy enough, if 
not pleasanter, to keep to the new rule, and the motive which 
kept np the “custom” of infanticide, tns.,- tho desire to 
avoid expense, is diminished, if not destroyed ; but that any , 
good can be done towards putting down infanticide by legis- 
lating as to marriage expenses^ by trying to define a perfectly 

. indefinite amount varying in evoiy case, seems to me an utterly 
mistaken idea, and altogether beginning ' at the -wrong end. 
In any case it seems impracticable: if a solitary measure, 
inefficient, and if combined with registration, unnecessary. 

21. Marriages of Thakoor girls are no rare events. In [ 
the last 3 'ear of scarcity (1868-69) such occurrences were fmv, 

, but no-w -in the spring of. tho present year (1870) many 

“ shadis ” are going on amongst Thakoor families 
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22. With respect to the rctliictiou of marriage oxpeusos, 
it is liarcl to say exactly how it has been effected, but it 
appears to mo probable that tho rolinquishment of the practice 
of seeking high connections in distant places has had a good 
deal to do with it. To fetch the bridegroom from any 
distance, from anything .above two or three days’ journey, 
considerably adds to the o.xpcnse. The Thakoors wlio still 
contract distant alliances arc tho prouder clans of the J3har- 
dewariyas, such as tho Kulhej'as and Achc^’-as ; they do not like 
to give their daughters o.vcept to tho Jadons of Karaoli, the 
Kuchwahas of Jaiporo, or the Sikurwars of Gwalior; conse- 
quently their marriages are still c.xpensive .and attended with 
difficulty. These distant tribes have no scruples .about a.sking 
a large dowry ; they have no daughters to dispose of to render 
them accommodating. Per contra, I found that tho Sikur- 
wars of Khyragurh had relinquished the pmctice of marry- 
ing their daughters to tho Jadons; tho latter were too e.xigont, 
and a marriage could not possibly cost less than Rs. 1,000; 
they therefore contented themselves with allianeos with the 
neighbouring Panw.ars of Jugnor, and Jonwars of Dholj)ore, 
and in tho case of tho former the principle of mutual accom- 
modation would come into play, they too having daughters to 
lie married. Such marriages, as also marriages amongst the 
dl'hakoors of Bah Pin.ahut, Jonwars, Puriharsand Bhardew.arlyas 
could bo managed for Rr, 200, divided somewhat as follows : — 
“Lag.an” ... ... Es. 40 

“ Darwoza” or B.arothi ... ,, 40 

“ Ankmalli” (ikescnts, &c.) „ 40 

Feeding tho Barat ... „ 80 

Total, Es. 200 

This would bo tho lowest expense on an avemge for a de- 
cently-conducted affair ; but in every ciise, .as alw.ays, so now, 
the expense depends on the bride’s father’s means. To spend 
a good deal is probably thought something of; aocordingly the 
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expense Is exaggerated. A man told me he had spent Es, 3^000^ 
on his daughter's wedding; I learnt subsequently it only cost 
half as much. I have stated Rs. 200/hut some say be j 
done for Rs. 100 or Es. 150. When a man is hard pressed^* 
gets his friends and relations to contribute. • That the hridell 
father should receive money from the bridegroom is no doubt^ 
esteemed a disgrace amongst these pure Thakoor clans ; still 
'some declared the practice did prevail, though others denied^ 
it entirely. There is one form of marriage, dhurm byah,’ 
or marriage made “hath jorkur,” to which men who arc 
almost paupers have resort, getting the bridegroom to pay-th^® 
trifling expenses — Rs. 10, Rs. 20, or Es. 30. This is nc 
considered disgraceful. ■ ■ ■ . 

It is asserted that the spurious clans, which are ■principallj 
in Futtehahad and Iradutnuggur, forming the bulk of susr ^ 
pected Thakoors there, have very genei’alJy ' adopted this 
practice of taking dower itoin the bridegroom. Cbnsideii'n>' 
that their women are not “ purdanusheen,” and that^Wef th 
intermarry amongst each other, never having to go faV- 
husbands, it seems strange they ever should have practu®°*^®* 
infanticide, but there is no doubt that they did. ^ yh' 

23. There only remains one point, viz., the advisability of” 
discontinuing or modif 3 ''ing the “ preventive measures.” b"\ 

24. If it is decided to modify them, it will be necessawhi 
to take the case of each village individuallj-, M'ith a viewp”"® 
determining its fitness for release ; This will more prop^^^^ ” 
he done in a separate report ; \mean while, I would just py 
attention to the very favorablp result exhibited by tl/p^^bsc 
villages which were put on the ) suspeoted list after Mr. (an uttc 
bins’ time ; there would not appear to be any infanticiepong e 
them; indeed, 3 of them are inhabited by a clan, Eat measi 
which aro not even mentioned by Mr. GuHbins as a suspeessary 

tribe, and some of the others are a clan of Bhardewapcnis. 

Rawats, Imown to be not so greatly addicted to the praas '«'ero , 

The villagers themselves say they were put bn thepTO) » 
pccted list after the mutiny by the then Thanhalukar o|. c 
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bno Ealiman Khan, Ka\yab of Fcrozabad, who acted under 
the influence of his clerk, one Buldco Sahai. ' 

25. But, though the results obtained are so far satisfac- 
tory that we have an average of 43 per cent, of girls through- 
out the district in the suspected villages, I do not tliink 
this state of affairs warrants at an}’- rate the entire withdrawal 
of the system in all villages which conic up to that mark, and 
for this reason the result has only just been obtained. Twenty 
years ago infanticide was rife, and a generation has not yet 
passed ; wo can hardly cxjiect the Thakoors of to-day to have 
become so accustomed to rearing and providing for daughters, 
or so entirely to have forgotten the traditional custom of 
infanticide, as that it would be imiiossiblc for them to return 
to their old ways if the restraint were withdrawn. It seems 
to mo that some speoial supervision should be kept up for Buy 
twenty years more j by that time perhaps the custom of female 
infanticide will have been so entirely eradicated that to rear 
and cherish female infants will be a rule of habit incapable 
of infraction. The only question is how much supervision 
should bo maintained. The system in force has been described. 
I should imagine it might bo relaxed, say in villages where 
wo have 40 per cent, or more of girls, by the wilhdraM’al 
of the severer and more annoying part; not that I consider tlie 
villagors Lave any right to complain, for many of those who 
committed the crime are still alive, and apart from.that 
it is but just retribution that a sin of such magnitude should be 
visited upon the heads of the children of those who committed 
it. However, no doubt the system of inquest, of which I often 
received complaints, must bo in many cases annoying, if not 
painful ; the father, a proud Tliakoor who has to take his 
daughter’s body in a basket on Ids head from the vill.age to tlie 
Thannah, say, two or three kos off, and thence to the Deputy 
Magistrate’s office, perhaps another 10 or 12 kos, and after 
that, as in Pinahut, another 18 kos or more to Agra, and tljeu 
to wait till it is examined, cannot but bo put to considerable 
ignominy and hardship, besides being by his religion obliged 
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to abstain from food for three or 'four days, and in the end . 
haying to perform the funeral rites over -vvliat is nothing but 
a putrid mass. For tliese reasons 1 think the amplified sysr 
tern of inquest now in vogue might bo abolished or modi- 
fied. True, it is at present the one' deterrent measure which 
supports the system, and.Thakoor Benee Purshad, Deputy 
_ Magistrate,’ was of opinion 'that for this reason it should not 
be withdrawn (that is to say, as it existed in ruttehabad.'and 
other Pergunnahs not including Bah Piiiahut) ; on the other 
, liaiid, the inquiry is open to the charge of, b'eing.simply 
“mdmooli,”- and that' the verdict is stereotyped, being just 
what the “dai” may say.; besides, under the new Infanticide ' 
Law, it will be possible to punish omissions of registration, 
■U'hich will d’fford a means of providing for the effectual crirtyT 
ing out of the rules. , , 

26. I am therefore ,of opinion that the present form ' of 
inquest might be dispensed with in the case of those villages ■ 
which show a fair proportion, say 40 per cent., of girls ; an 
inquest held by the Officer in charge of the Police Station,- he 
viewing the body, plight be' deemed sufficient. Probably such • 
an'Officer. could not spare the time from his regular duties 
to visit the villages . for this purpose, biit it would never be a 
very great- hardship for the parties to have to .go to their, own 
Thannah. , “W ere a special Police force entertained for the 
suppression of the crime, the -work' would of course be done 
through them. With villages \not showing so good a pro-' 
portion, the stricter, system, involving an inquiry before, the 
Deputy Magistrate, might be kfept up' till they could show a 
permanent improvement. In fill cases -the ..registration of 
female births and deaths under six months at the Tharinalis 
should be kept up, and it appears, to me that abstracts , of 
these returns should be furnished periodically, in order both 
to judging progress and maintaining efficiency and careful- 
ness on part of the recording . Officer ; it also appears' to me 
that, for the purpose of testing and comparison, similar returns . 

, to those projiared in Pinahut should be filed eycry, month by 
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llio Puhvarcc of every suspected village. In this way pro- 
gress could bo judged, and llio comparison of totals between 
llio returns furnished by . Putwarees and Police . Officers 
would afford moans of detecting omissions, and thereupon 
applying the penalties for non-registration. 

27. "With respect to those villages which have not made 
such progress, and in which the proportion of girls is under 
40 per cent, I certainly think that in them the system should 
bo kept up in integrity and with care ; the full registration 
should be made, and the inquiry before the Deputy Magis- 
trate continued. This remark touches the case of Ferozabad, 
where 8 villages have only raised their proportion of girls 
from 3G to 37*3 per cent, since 1854, and there are scattered 
villages in other pergunnahs similarly situated. If, however, 
it Avere held that 35 per cent, was a sufficiently high propor- 
tion to exempt from strict suj)crvisiou, then there would be 
very few villages which would call for it, but I do not seo 
why 40 per cent, should not bo made the standard. 

28. 1 have alluded aboA'c’ to tlie indiscriminate method 

^ in which all Thakoors in the A’illages 

* Ft:., in Pnrngrnph 10. ^ 

1 suspected are put doAvn as suspected 

families. Thus wo have Thakoors of Furrah, Bhuggut of 
Gwalior, Bais, Guhlots, under supervision ; that is to say, scat- 
tered families of them living in the villages of tlieir connec- 
tions by marriage (laying themselves open to be called “sala” 
and “ susar”). Ido not knoAV whether some order should not bo 
given respecting these Th.akoors, and others in similar case, 
being put on the list or not. So, too, is it often the case that a 
particular 7ivgla (hamlet) of a Aullago makes the percentage 
of a whole village appear bad, it alone being to blame ; or 
that one 7uigla which is to blamo is saved by the rest. These 
are all pure matters of detail j which can only be dealt 
with as individual cases, but it is as ivoll to call attention to 
them. 
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From G. A. Elliott, Esq., Officiating Secretary io^Gonern^ 

ment, North-Western Provinces, to Commissioner, Jgra 
, ^ Division, dated 25th May, 1870. 

I AM diTccted by the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor 
to aehnowledge the receipt of a report dated 18th April, by, 
Mr. Behson, submitted with your address of the 30th idem, 
on the effect of Mr. M. .R. Gubbins’ system in arresting the 
crime of infanticide in the Agra District. 

2 . The report has come most opportunely, and His Honor 
has perused it with nnraixed satisfaction. The memory of 

_ Mr. Gubbius may well be cherished by the Thakoors of Agra 
as that of a great benefactor. When he began to enforce 
his rules, the proportion of girls to boys was but as 23 to 
67 ; it has gradually risen, and is now as 43‘3 to 56‘7, 

3. Ho doubt these figures contain, as has been shown by 
Mr. Benson, certain elements of error j but there Is no reason 
to question that they exhibit with very sufficient accuracy 
the general result, and this has been substantially proved 
by the enquiries made by Mr. Benson in person from village 
to village. 

4. . Of the entire number of suspected villages, Mr. Benson . ' 
visited 80, containing 2,710 families under surveillance. 
The number of girls under 12 years of age was found to be 
1,872, to 2,124 boys, or nearly 47 per cent. 5 while of girls 
over 12 there were but 1,156 \to 2,298 boys~a remarkable, 
contrast, the result of bygone infanticide. The evil, though 
no doubt still lingering with preseriptive malignity in some ' 
villages and hamlets, has been in\^great measure' successfully', 
grappled with, and to a large extent crushed out. 

5. Thus a noble example, is set before the District Ofiicers 
of the present day; and they mayjnow proceed to Avork in the 
hope and faith that the same success will attend their labours. ’ . 

6 . A collection of papers on infanticide has already been 
circulated among District Officers in preparation for further 

, proceedings under the Infanticide Act on the part of Goveru- 
, ment. Among these are estraots from Mr. Gubbins’s' own 
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account of Ins S 3 ’stoni. The present forms a suifablc sequel, 
and will bo similarh* circulated. 

7. I am to request that the (banks of the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor may be communicated to Mr. Benson for the thorough 
and able manner in which he has condticted this inquiry, and 
the intelligent rc])orfc of its, result. Mr. Dashwood also 
deserves commendation for liis timely deputation of Mr. 
Benson, and the sound instructions b^" which he guided him. 


J^rom T. W. Bawlin's, Esq., Assisla7it 2Japistraie of Allaha- 

had, to OtTicLVTiXG Magistrate, Allahabad, dated ISih 
April, 1S70. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that, in compli.aneo with 
your request, I made a careful enquir}' during the last cold 
season as to the practice of fem.alc infanticide by the Rajpoot 
clans of the Bara Pergunnah in this District; and I now 
submit mj’’ report on the subject. • 

1. Owing probablj' to tho destruction of Government 
records during the mutin}-, I have boon unable to obtain any 
accurate data as to the extent to vdiioh the crime prevailed in 
former j'eans, and the success which had .attended tho efforts 
to put it down before tho mutiny. All that can bo clearly 
ascertained is that, while oanying on Settlement oper.ations in 
B.ara in 1839, Mr. Montgomciy made the discovery tliat it 
w.as practiced to an alarming c.xtcnt bj* the Parihar, tho 
Kuchwaha, and tho Bhurdowariya clans ; and that, finding 
remonstrance of no uso, ho instituted a sj^stem of chock under 
which a chuprassoo was placed for the purpose in each suspect- 
ed village ; the gorejd, tho chowkeedar and tho village mid- 
wife were bound to report tho birth of every female child at the 
Thannah ; and the Thannahdar, in company with the Tehseel 
dar, was required to hold au inquest on it, should it die ; and 
afterwards to send tho body to tho Civil Surgeon for examination. 

2. So sueccssfid was this system found to bo, that, while 
in 1840, the first year in which it was tried, only three female 
infants among tho guilty clans survived their birth, there 

4 6 
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wero foiuiuen alivo at the oiul of and ttt'only-oiglifcat tlio 
ond of J8J2. Ifroin Iho latlcv date nnlil llie imiliny I luivo 
been unable to obtain any slalislics, for the Census Returns 
of 1853 make no distinction beUveon the suspected and other 
cashes, or boLwcon children and adults of either sox but 
there is^ reason to bolievo tiiat Mr. Montgomery’s systcin was 
carried out with eonsidorablo care. 

3. After the I'cstoratiou of order no stejis appear to have 
.been taken to ro-introduoo a system of survoilliinec unlit 1801, 
when Mr. Ricketts, who was then Magistrate, appointed a 
special native officer for that purpose, -ft is that ofiicer’s dut}’’ 
to keep a careful watch over every pregnant Rajpootneo of 
the suspected elans, through the agency of the village mid- 
wives and chowkeedars, and, should she give birth to a 
female infant, porsonally to assure himself of its existence 
until it bo past the age of danger. The results of these 
observations have been regularly forwarded to the Magistr.ato 
in the shape of a fortnightly report. This .system had not 
been in force sufficiently long when the census was taken in 
1865 to have had any effect on the practice, did it then exist; 
but the vetuvus of that year, cxhibitiiig as the}' do a popula- 
tion of 438 female . Rajpoot children to ono of 567 male chil- 
dren in the Bara Pergunnah, compared wiih the state of things 
discovered by Mr, Montgomery in 1839, show what a great 
reform had been brought about in the interval. 

4. . Before commencing my inquiries, I caused an extract 
from the last Census papers to bo prepared, showing, in re- 
spect of each of the 112 villages in which Rajpoots bad been 
enumerated, the number of male and of female children of 
the Rajpoot and of other c;^stcs respectively. I then bad 
separate Hindee forms prepai’cd for each village, in which the 
Putwarees were directed to record with care the name' of the 
bead of each separate household, the number of boys and girls 
born since the mutiny which it contained, the number of 
girls who had been married since that time, the cost of each-; 
marriage, and the number . of unmarried adult m.ales and 
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■females. , After these forms were retuimed to me I allowed 
some time to elapse in order that, if they were ineori’eetly 
filled in for the purpose of deception, it might be supposed 
that the enquiry was at an end, and so the exact return made 
in each ease might be forgotten. I then visited each of the 
villages, and, with the extract from the Census papers and the 
Putwaree’s return in my liand, called together the zemindars 
and the Eajpoot community, and filled in afresh the whole of 
the form that had been supplied to the Putwarees. I did not 
insist, as other officers have done in similar enquiries, on the 
production of all the girls enumerated. I had chosen the 
mvxtiny j^ear as a conspicuous landmark, as a parent would 
seldom be unable to remember whether a child had been born 
before or after it, but they might in many cases have felt a 
strong objection to ray seeing a girl 12 years of age ; and this 
feeling would have induced them either to omit all mention 
of their elder girls, and thus falsify the returns, or to attempt 
to pass off as E.ajpootnees the children of other castes. But 
although I did not insist upon the production of the girls, I 
saw great numbers of them casually ; and I fully believe that 
the returns 1 have obtained are correct. The possession of 
the Putwaree’s returns was an invaluable check, In most 
cases the numbers obtained by me differed from them ; but 
almost invariably, on my enquiring into the reason of this, I 
found that it was due to a misapprehension of tlie meaning 
of some of the columns in the form, aud not to any malafidcs 
on the part of cither parents or Putwaree. In the same vray 
m 3 ' return often differed in a marked manner from the Census 
extract; but, on enquiring into the births and deaths of chil- 
dren since 1865, the discrepancies wore with scareelj^ an 
exception naturallj’- accounted for. Lastly, the whole popula- 
tion of the village was generally present, and the natural way 
in which a parent, while enumerating his family, would be 
corrected by his neighbours, and even by his own children, 
and the arguments that would thereupon follow — all convinced 
me that there was no attempt made to throw dust in my eyes. 



FF.WALE nrPAKTIOIOB IN THE 


u 


An abstract of tlio statistics is sliown in tlio following 
table : — 
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5. It is a rcmarltablo fact that tbc Piiriliars, the J51uir(]cwa- 
riyas and tlio Kuclnvalias, who were formerly the most notori- 
ous for the crimo, now show such a high percentage of girls ; 
and, had I not carried on Iho enquiry myself, I might have 
inferred that they had intentionally given an incorrect return 
of the number of their fomalo children, in order to divert sus- 
picion ; but I was especially careful in testing the returns of 
these clans. Moreover, if there had been any general wish 
among them to falsify the returns, it might have been expect- 
ed that it would bo shown in a general tendency through all 
villages and families to put the number of girls at a higher 
figure than that of boys. The contraiy of this is the case : in 
most cases the number of girls is about equal or a little less 
than that of boys, and has been swelled by a few exceptional 
cases in which the girls of a family greatly outnumbered the boys. 

6. The number of girls married since the mutiny is 247. 
I have noted the approximate cost of each of these marriages 
in' the village returns. I have\Bhowu the averjige cost of e.ach 
in the different clans in each village ; but I have not attempted 
to deduce the average cost throiigh the pergunnah or through 
the whole of- each clan, as the disturbing influence of a few 
very expensive marriages would have destroyed their v.alne. 
A reference to the original returns, however, ■will show that, 
while a considerable number of oven the more exclusive tribes 
were able to disjiose of their daughters without a dowry at a 
cost for food of dess than Es. 50 each, the vast jnajority of 
niarriages cost less than Ks. 250. 
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7. In connection ivitli the number of marriages that have 
occurred, it is interesting to notice the number of unmarried 
adults, male and female. Of tlie former there are 343, of the 
latter 57. These figures would' at first sight lead one to 
suppose that the crime of infanticide had not even been 
checked ; but when it is observed that the vast majority of 
the adult males are elderly men, the brothers or uncles of the 
heads of families, while with scarcely an exception the females 
wore their daughters or nieces, this very disproportion of the 
sexes affords a proof of the reformation that has been effected 
in the last thirty j^ears. Most of the men are those who, 
born before the introduction of preventive measures, were 
unable to obtain wives, owing to the destruction of their 
contemporaries of the other sex ; while nearly all the women 
have been born since 1839, and are not probably very 
much fewer in number than the unmarried men born since 
that year. 

8. The fact that there are 57 unmarried Eajpoot women 
(15 of whom belong to the three clans), is in itself a strong 
proof that the crime of female infanticide lias for many years 
past been on the decline, and the readiness with which the 
fact has been admitted, shows that to a great extent at least a 
Bajpoot has ceased to regard the existence of an unmarried 
daughter as an indelible stain upon his family. The crime, so 
long on the decline, has now, I believe, almost ceased to exist 
as a practice in Bara ; foi-, although cases of the murder of 
female infants have been known to occur within the last four 
or five years, the motives for the crime were such as would 
have led to the murders were the children male. All classes 
in the pergunnah, while they unite in admitting the former 
prevalence of the crime, say that it is now a thing of the past; 
and it is rather a significant fact that one of the few girls’ 
schools in the district has been set up at Manpore, which 
contains the largest Bajpoot population of any village in the 
pergunnah, including thirty families of Purihars, and is largely 
attended by their girls. 
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From :C. A; Elliott, -Esq., Officiating Sect clary to Govern- 
• ment^ ' North- Western Provinces, to Commissioner, Allaha- 

hacl Division, dated Wth May, 18701 - . 

I AM directed by the Hon’ble the . Lientenant- 
Govenior to acknowledge receipt of your -letter dated 11th. 
instant, with which you submit a report by Mr. Eawlins, 
prepiu'cd at the instance of the Magistrate, Mr. J. C..RobertT 
son, on the result of measures for checking the crime- of 
infanticide among the Rajpoot tribes of . Pergiinnah Bara, in 
the Allahabad District. , , . 

2. Eollowing the similar report of Mr. Benson for Agra, 

this paper possesses, especially at the present moment, . a' 
peculiar value, and.like it, wall be circulated among all. District 
Officers. ' ■ ' • ■ ; . 

3. The preventive measures introdnecd by the Magistrate, 

Mr. R. Montgomery, above 30 years ago, very much resem- 
ble those adopted at a later period and over a larger area by 
Mr. .Gubbins in the Agra District. The' success is, shown to 
have been marvellous. In the, first year, 1840, ‘.‘only three, 
female infants among the guilty clans survived their birth ; ” 
in 1841, there 'were 14, and in 1842, no less than 28 femhle 
children alive. From that date there are no moans of tracing' 
progress till the Census of, 1865, when wm find among the 
same clans no fewmr than 438 girls,’ forming 44 per 'cent, of 
the child population. ' • 

4. The returns were recently tested in'persoif by Mr.^'Raiy- 

lins, and, so far as the means at his disposal . went, their 
general accuracy was proved be|yond doubt. In 93 villages 
that officer found 412- girls under 12 years, ' to . 429 boys, 
showing the percentage of girls to be 49 ; and, what is most 
striking, in the three clans,. Kuchwaha,?Bhurdewariya and 
Purihar, formerly the most notorious for infanticide, the girls 
now exceed the boys, the percentages being 69, 63, and 56 
respectively. ; - , . . ' 

5. Perhaps the most encouraging feature in these proceed- 
ings is the evidence that a sj^stem effectively enforced takes 
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root and holds its ground. The habit onco broken in tho., 
Bara Pergunnah showed no tendency to revive, even when the 
i’epressive agency was discontinued. 

6. Mr. Goorgo liicketts, C.B., deserves much credit for 
rc-introdiicing the system in 1864 ; but the Census Returns 
following immediately after, and now 'shown to have been 
substantially accurate, afford full proof that, quite indepen- 
dently of Mr. Ricketts’ measures, the crime had ceased to be 
prevalent. 

7. These most gratifying results are therefore mainly due 
to tho rules put in force by Sir Robert Montgomery in 1839. 
Equally with Mr. Gubbins does'Sir Robert Montgomery thus 
stand in tho light of a benefactor of tho Thakoor race, and it 
will now be a proud and grateful reflection to that distinguished 
philanthropist to hear that the result of his remote labours 
has been to prevent the annual saerifiee, during these many 
years, of some forty female infants, and to eradicate almost the 
memory of the crime. 

8. Very remarkable also is tho presumption raised by 
'thesefy^apers, that, [if female infants are onco saved, provision 
for them by marriage and reduction of marriage expendi- 
ture follow as a natural consequence. There are in the 
pergunnah 57 unmarried adult women, but the possession of 
an unmarried daughter is said no longer to be viewed as a 
disgrace. It is observable that there are no less than 343 adult 
bachelors ; but these are for tho most part elderly men, belong- 
ing to a period when tho girls who, if spared, would have 
been eligible for their wives, were destroyed at their birth. 

9. Such are tho results of purely preventive arrange- 
ments. It Avill be interesting to ascertain what has been the 
•corresponding effect of the indirect measures resorted to 
elsewhere in the limitation of mandage expenses. The subject 
may advantageously be enquired into, and results shewn, by 
Mr. Lane, in reference to the system introduced into Myn-' 
poory bj' Mr. Charles Raikes, G.S.I. 
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10. I am lo roqucKt lliat tlio lliniilcs of tlio Lioiitcn.ant- 
Governor may bo convoyed to Mr. Rawlins for liia careful 
investigation and oxccllcnl rc]>or(.. 

11. His Honor vc(iuosls that yon will report more in detail 
regarding the Special Native Otiieor’' nominated by Mr. 
Ricketts to tbo duty of cbocking the births and deaths of 
Rajpoot infants in this ]iorgnnnali, what bi.s pay is, and bow 
defrayed. The other duties by the Gorcyt, Chowkeedar and 
midwife arc, it is presumed, performed without furtlior pay as 
a part of tlicir village duties. 

From'W. Lank, Esq., ^far/ia/valn of jMi/npo ry, to 

OrFiciATiNQ SKCRF.TAiiy TO GovFRNMKNT, North- West- 
ern Provinces, dated 2nd June., 1870. 

I llAVR the honor to reply to your letter No. 16.1, of 
24tli May, 1870, calling for a report on the results of the 
measures taken for tbo repression of infanticide in tho IMyn- 
poory District, with special rofcrcncc to tho indirect system 
introducccl b}' Mr. C. Raikes in tho yoar 1851. 

2. So fully and so ably has the whole subject boon discussed 
on previous occasions, that little more can now bo required 
than a brief review of tho practice as it was formerly known 
to exist in this district; the measures adopted at various times 

i 

to meet tho ovil, and tho results attained by thoso measures as 
evinced by tho present state of native feeling on the subject ; 
and tho statistics, as far as available, of tho fomalo population. 

3. Foremost in connooticn with Mynpoorj’’ stand tho 

names of Messrs. Unwin and Raikes, whoso exertions extend- 
ed over the period from 1843. to 1855. To those Officers 
belong the credit of the first real attempts made to stop this 
long established custom. \ ■ 

4. About the same time, or , rather contemporaneously 
with Mr. Raikes, commenced tho efforts of Mi'. Gubbins in 
the neighbouring District of_ Agra ; but the evil was first 
brought to light in Mynpoory, and here was the system first 
introduced that has since borne so much fruit. ' 
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5. The plan adopted in both instances was nearly, identical, 
viz.'j the compulsory registration of the births and deaths of 
female infants in the Thakoor families, the information to be 
rendered by the village watchman ; the surveillance of the 
Police, and the examination by a Medical Officer of the 
bodies of such infants as died from other than natural or well- 
distinguished causes. 

6. The only additional precaution that seems never to 
have obtained here was that of a registration by Putwarees 
also. These Officers keep up the usual Mortuary Returns of 
‘all classes, but seem never to have kept any special Register 
for Chouhan Thakoors. 

7. Mr. Unwin was succeeded , by Mr.Raikes, and the 
measures already set on foot were perseveringly continued. 
But the most prominent direction taken by the latter Officer 
was an endeavour to lessen the extravagant expenses usually 
attending the weddings of Thakoor brides. This, as is well 
known, is the chief cause of the destruction of their female 
infants b}’" these castes. 

8. If the ruinous costs attending the marriage ceremonies ' 
could be lessened, and a more moderate dowry for the bride 
generally assented to, it appeared to Mr. Raikes that the 
main cause of this practice would be taken away, and the 
.custom gradually dio out of itself. 

9. As long as Mr. Raikes was here to give his personal 
influence in support of the aixangements then agreed to, suc- 
cess seems to have been to a certain extent attained. Theo- ■ 
retically, the sj’-stem he advocated was both rational and cal- 
culated to attain the object he had in view ; but manifestly, 
as then introduced, it was lacking in one of the main elements 
essential to success — it was of a purely local character. 

10. However ready the resident clans may have been for 
reform, and however genuine their adherence to the jjroposals 
made, they were impotent to impress their views on distant 
families, who would manifestly be losers thereby. Supposing, 
for instauco, the case of a husbaild being sought from among 

4 7 
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them fov a Mynpoory bride.. So long as the assenting parties 
to Mr. Eaikes’s scheme' ■were content to intermarry among 
themselves the object in view might bo fully attained, but 
directly an alliance was sought for a Mynpoory'lady out cf 
that circle, the old difficulty would immediately ro-appcar. 

11. Mr. Raikes’s local 'effort, therefore, never took real 
root in the District, and appears to have been dropped alto- 
gether as soon as the author’s personal in'fluence was hvith- 
drawn. I find no results, therefore, apparent now; 

12. . During the past year, 1869, Rajah Rampartab Singh, 
the head of the Mynpoory Thakoors, married his sister to the 
Bhadawur Rajah of the Agra District; the same story as 
of old, — a marriage made to connect the family with one of 
still higher rank ; what Mr. Gubbins would liavo called an , 
“unequal marriage.” It had consequently to bo paid for in 
proportion. Ihe bride’s family say the total cost did nOt fiill 
much below a lakh and a half of rupees. Allowing that this 
may bo an exaggeration, yet an expenditure -amounting to • 
one-half even of, that .figure must have told severely on the. 
Rajah’s present resources., There was ho actual dowry (bud- 
dun) fixed, I believe; but besides the presents voluntarily, 
sent, the Bhadawur Chief took whatever met his fancy when 
he came here. for his bride, and there was practically no limit 
to what might have been annexed by him but the exhaustion 
of the means of the bride’s family or the good taste of the 
bridegroom himself. ( , . . 

' 13. I think, then, I have sufficiently answered the re- .' 
foronce as to what were the resu^lts of the “ indirect measures” . 
introduced by Mr. Eaikes to lessen infanticide by the reduc- 
tion of marriage expenses. 

The permanent effects wore practically nil. , Many more , 
marriages doubtless take place now than formerly, because 
there is a much larger female population to provide for; but 
there is no attempt apparent towards economy in the matter, 
nor any recollection of engagements once entered into with 
that object. . . 
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14. Wlmtovei* has been effected ia the cause of infant 
preservation I attribute almost entire!}" to the “ preTeutive 
arraugemeuts” primaril}" introduced into this district by Mr. 
Unwin, and carried on by Mr. Kaikes side by side with his 
other “indirect measures” above alluded to. The latter died 
out, but the foi-inor have been persevered in with more or less 
energy b}' his (Mr. Unwin’s) successors up to the present 
time. 

15. I will now briefly allude to what tliose I'esnlts have 
been, and compare them with what was found to exist some 
27 years .ago. 

Mynpoory is pre-eminently a Thakoor District, In vari- 
ous parts are to bo found Chouhans, Rathors, Bais and others, 
aggregating in all some 23 divisions. 

The Census gives no details of their numbers, but they must 
compose a considerable fraction of the whole population. 

16. It is to the Chouhan tribes that tliis report has special 
reference ; for thougli infanticide prevails more or less among 
the Ahecr Phatucks of the Avestern portion, yet the numbers 
of these classes arc few as compared with the Chouhan 
Thakoors, and the crime has never been so general among 
them. 

17. Chouhans are thickly spread over the central .and 
eastern parts of this district. They are Avell descended, and 
proud of their st.anding. The head of this caste, the Myn- 
poory Rajah, boasts of a descent from the celebrated. Pirthi 
Raj, and his exalted rank is admitted on all sides. 

It is supposed that they number some 70,000 to 80,000 
souls, though there is no very good data to go upon with 
regard to this. 

18. In 1843, it is recorded that uot a single female Chou- 
ban infant w.as to bo found in the district. In 1845, thanks 
to the exertions of Mr. Unwin, 57 were alive. • 

By 1851, there were Imng 1,488 girls under six years of 
age ; at the close of 1854, tliere were 1,079 Chouhan girls 
to 1,095 boys of soA’en years and under; while during the 
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year 1855, two linndred and tlilrty-oight girls wore born, of 
wliom 39 died, leaving 199 alivo. No records on the subject 
subscejuont to that j’^oar aro now forthcoming. 

19. In paragrajd! 14 1 said that the results attained might 
be attributed almost enlirehj to the j)rcvontivo measures which 
have been continuously in force since Mr. Unwin’s time. 

The exceptional circumstances occurred thus ; — 

20. In 1864 the attention of Government was more than 
usually attracted to the prevalence of iniluitieido in the Agra 
Division, and returns were called for with a view to the adop- 
tion of further measures. At the close of 1864, investiga- 
tion showed that there were then alive in the lllynpoory Dis- 
trict 2,227 male and 1,284 female Chouhan children under 
the age of six years. , There were also on the same date 
among the Aheer Phatucks 735 male and 447 female chil- 
dren. A similar return was prepared up to 10th September, 
1865. That sho'wed 2,065 male and 1,469 female Chouhan,- 
and 599 male and 423 female Aheer Phatucks. The average 
of these two years gives a proportion of 61 male Chouhan 
children to 39 female, and of 60 male Aheer Phatucks to 40 
female' under the age of six years. 

. 21. Such disproportion led to further correspondence and 
enquiry, and it was ascertained that, in six villages .where 
Chouhan families resided, lio female childi-en at all wore to 
be found alive under the tigo of six years, nor could it be 
stated that any daughters of tender years had over been seen ’ 
alive In those families withi:^. the recollection of any one 
residing in those villages. Y ' . : • 

22. It then became evidem that measures of an excep- 
tional character were necessary rto remedy this extraordinary 
state of affairs. , / ' , 

In five out of the six villages the Chouhan families were 
very few in number, and the average number of boys alive 
was only seven. Although, therefore, there could ' be little 
doubt as to their guilt, it. was manifest that they were not in a 
position' to support any groat pressure of a pecuniary nature. - 
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23. Tlio sixtli village, Narainpoor, was accorclingly singled 
out for oxninjdc under llio following circinnstanoes. At 
the dope of 1SG5, there were 2G boj's alive niidor the ago 
of 6 , in 15 families nnmhcring SS toul.s. There were no girls, 
and the parents said none had over been born since the Eng- 
li.«h had taken possospion of India. Calculating, however, that 
in the ordinary conrso of nature an equal number of boys and 
girls should have boon born, it followed that during the 
preceding six* years 2G female children must have been 
de.'itroycd, or not loss than four a 3 'ear. 

21. A force of additional Police, consisting of a Head 
Constable on fls. 12 and •] Constables on Iks. H, — total, Rs. 3G 
j)cr mensem — was .=auctionod for ono^’ear, it being undor.stood 
that during that period four datiglitors would ])robabI v be born ; 
and, if that number should be found to bo alive at the end of 
the .year, the further continuance of the force would then bo 
taken iJito consideration, 

25. I find from the records of this ofiice that before two- 
thirds of the 3 ’car had passed the Rajah, whom I have already 
alluded to as the head of the ca.‘Jlc, interceded, and on his 
representation an undertaking was entered into bj* the chief 
men of the village, who through liim bound themselves b^* 
a .solemn promise to abstain altogether from the abominable 
practice for the future, under ponallios both soeial and 
criminal. 

The Police were thereupon withdrawn. 

2G. 'Within the last few days I have o.xamined the con- 
dition of this village, and also of the other five villages whore 
five 3 ’ear 8 ago no girls under six 3 'oars wore to bo found. The 
result is that in Kai'ainpoor there are G girls to 11 bo 3 *s, all 
under the ago of three 3 ’'cars and a half,— that being the 
period that lias passed since the Extra Polioo wore first quar- 
tered there. 

The girls are still below the proper proportion, but the 
inference is unanswerable. Active interference has saved the 
lives of two children a 3 *oar for the last three years, and tho 
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absence of any infant daughters previons'to that period was 
simply the result of- wholesale female infanticide. ; ' 

27. In the other five villages there is ailso a slight improve- * . 
ment ; but Kakun, a large village with six hamlets and 156 
families all told, can only show 3! girls to 79 boys ; while . 
in the parent village of Kakun itself,' where there are- 19. 
married couples, 11 boys are to be found, but not a single , 

girl. ' , ' - , : ' . 

28. I therefore conclude that repressive measures of the 

nature alluded to are to a certain extent successful. . The 
quartering of a body of Special Police on any village, or group 
of villages, is, I consider, when duo cause has been, shewn, -a • 
good and salutary measure. It is in its nature punitive, for . 
the charge has to be borne by those concerned, who have 
well merited the fine ; and it is eminently preventive, 'for in- 
fanticide could not possibly be carried on freely, if at all,, in 
the presence of officers specially ..jippointcd and ever present- - ' 
to detect it. ■ . . ' ; ■ 

29. The improvement m Narainpoor and the other villages 

I am inclined to refer chiefly, if not entirely, to the staymf . 
the Police, short as it was, in that one village. I wish the 
experiment had been allowed a longer trial ; ^for l do^ not feel * 
inclined to attribute much of the improvement to the influ- ' 
ence of the Rajah, who died shortly after, or to the promises of 
the inhabitants themselves. I have shewn in paragraph 20 
that special returns for the whole district, ordered in 1864 and 
1865, shewed a population of 'SO girls to 61 boys. This is what' 
Mr. Moore "would have classified as a “suspicious proportion.” 

30. The special returns c^tsed after those two years ; but 

the ordinary annual-figures sfibw thus : — 1 

At the close of — Female children. Male. 


1866 

1867 

3868 

1869 


I 1,656 
' 1,656 
i 2,019 
1,70.7 


2,025 

i ■ 

2,019 
2,414 
2,000 , 


* • • 
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Tlic proportions being in — 


18G6 

• • • 

13 girls to 57 

boy; 

3837 

• • • 

45 ,, on 

}) 

38(!8 

» • * 

40 „ 51 

}} 

ISGlt 

• • • 

40 „ 51 

}} 


3L From these figures it woiihl nppear (Imt, for some 
years (he increase of boys and girls has been about, equal ; for 
continually adding equal numbers to both sides will make 
their relative proportion approximato nearer and nearer. 

Tho variation in 1800, I believe, may bo ascribed to the 
frightful mnunor .suiall-pox raged during the early part of that 
year. 

o2. Even allowing a fair margin for inaccuracies, these 
figures are cortalidv encouraging ; and llioiigli I would not for 
a moment wish it to bo stipimscd that the practice lias been al- 
togeihor .abandoned— witness ilio present stale of Kakun — yet 
the efforls so long ago commenced have nndoubtodly homo 
much fruit, and hold out good hopes for the e.vcrtlons yoi re- 
maining in order to realize complete success. 

.33. iSomcthing yet is still, however, wanting, .and I will 
venture to concludo with a few remarks on what, with all 
difiidonco, I concclvo (hat want to be, and how 1 consider it 
might bo supplied. 

Tho dcsuhrnftnn I consider to bo an nctu.al realization of 
hir. Itaikes’s jiroposals for the limitation of tho wedding c.v- 
penscs among the Thakoor tribes,— some scliomc agreed to, if 
not drawn up by tho people themselves, and then supported 
with tho sanction of law for its observance. Tho means are 
available in the authority con’errod by the late enactment, 
No. vjzi. of fsro. 

31.*' I havo already said that 1 coidd not conscientiously 
report that infanticide no longer existed in this district. Du- 
ring tho past year, 18G9, there wore 92 casualties reported 
among Chouhan girls. Of these 36 were pronomicod by the 
Civil Surgeon to havo resulted from natural c.anses ,• in 49j 
tho cause of death was returned as unknown ; and seven 
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dentils lYoro certainly caused by unfair means. Of tliis last 
number, ilio cvidenco was considered sufiioiontlj strong in 
five instances, after Sragistcrial onquiry, to w.arrant com- 
mittal to the fSossions Court. Convictions look place in two 
cases ; but, although opium was distinctly apjmront in the 
stomachs of the infants, tho High Court on tippcal directed 
llio release of the convicted persons, no jiroof existing of tho 
actual administrators. Tho Sessions Court at onco throw 
out tho other cases, and commitments in consoqnoneo liavo 
now' almost ceased. 

35. Tho crime, thcroforo, although no longer universal, 
cannot bo said to bo extinct. In somo villages it would in- 
deed appe.ar- to have almost died out; while in others it is .ns 
prevalent as over. 1 accordingly prciniso that the jircvonlivo 
measures as to registration inh-oduced by Blcssrs, Gubbins, 
Unwin and Montgomery, and which have boon shown to 
liavo -worked so well hitherto, will at last obtain the sanction 
of law, 

3G. It is to tho fact that these measures were worked out 
through public servants that their past success must bo chiefly 
attributed ; for while they and they alono could bo hold res- 
ponsible for carrying out tho orders issued, any default on the 
part of Thakoors themselves to aid or give information could 
hardly bo 'punishable by any law that I kno-w of. 

37. When considered, it is remarkable -what results have 
been obtained from tlio snmll means omploj'ed. The total 
number of punislimouts inflicted, either for tho capital crime 
itself or for offences connected with the working of tho sys- 
tem introduced for its Bupp:i^ssion, must bo very, small as 
compared with the gain effected. 

38. Taking this much for granted, I therefore pass on to 
the question of marriage expenses. 

Besides the inherent weakness of Mr. Eaikes’s scheme akeady 
alluded to as arising from its purely local character, it also 
suffered from the iach of any legal authority in support of 
those agreements then entered into. The imanimity of nearly 
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all the bfSeers who have cxamiued the subject as to the. advi- 
sability of legislation on this point is remarkable. 

The conclusion arrived at by Mr. Srooi’e in the Benares 
Division in 1856 is just as applicable now to Chouhans of 
this district, and his proposals generally on this particular 
part of the subject seem to me to req[uii-e little or no alteration 
to adapt them to our present wants. 

39. Objections have been raised to legislating on this sub- 
ject on grounds applicable to all sumptuary laws ; but I. think 
the advantages to be derived from a judicious interference 
in the present instance will largely predominate. 

40. Laws should naturally be adapted to the conditions 
and feelings of the people among whom they are intended to 
operate. Because tlie ruling classes of this oountiy have 
advanced considerably beyond the mass of the population, it 
does not follow that regulations and punishments, which 
would be quite unsuited for the legislators themselves, should 
therefore bo out of place among the masses for whose benefit 
they are framed and introduced. 

41. I have no doubt whatever that the feeling among the 
classes indicated is the same now as in 1856. The people 
groan under the burden of a social custom from which they 
would willingly be set free, but have not the moral courage 
to commence, nor the united perseverance to continue the 
efforts necessary for the desired end. These were Mr. Moore’s 
ideas, and they are equally applicable now. 

42. In January last, the Mynpoory Kajah of his own 

accord collected the whole of the leading men of his caste 

throughout the district in Durbar in his Fort. I was invited 
“ . . . I 

and attended with other officials. 

The object of the meeting was to obtain tlie united agree- 
ment of the whole of the Chouhans to put down for ever tlie 
crime of infanticide. An undertaking was drawn up and 
signed by every one present, the wording of the instrument 
being nearly identical with that used in Mr. Raikes’s time at 
the Samaon Meeting of 1851. 

3 
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43., A.discussion then arose as to the correlative subject, 
of wedding expenses. The seriso of the meeting w.as unani- 
mous as to the advantages' to be gained by. some decided ac- 
tion to restrain these within reasonable limits; One fine-look- 
ing old man told me he had nine daughlersj.and that he has 
married two of them at a cost of Rs. SjOOO eaeh.j but it was 
evident that to do the, same for. the other seven would be- his 
ruin. What was he to do ? 

,■ 44. The old difficulty' then, became, apparent, — Istj a 
general movement is required, instead of mere local, agita- 
tion ; and 2 ndl 3 '-, whatever resolution is coihe to requires the, • 
support and sanction of superior authority. Any degree of 
odium that might otherwise attach to a movement savouring, 
of economy would cease if the Government lent , its counte-.-- 
nance and aid. Such was the general impression. 

45. It seems to me that some action' on the part of Go- 
verhraent is only just. .Great efforts. have been made, and 

■ will yet be made, to preserve the existence of lady Th'akoors, ' 
. and it is but fair that some assistance should now, be given 

to tlieir relatives to dispose satisfactorily of the fair burdens 
that have thus arisen in consequence of those philanthropic 
efforts. 

46. Due cause being thus shewn for action on the part of 

Government, I would suggest that some such machinery, as 
that employed for Municipal Committees under Act VIII. of 
1868 should be used for the. required purpose. ' , 

Let the Thakoors of a Revenue Division or any more con- 
venient group of districts bai invited to consult, and draw, up 
among themselves some sin»)le code to regulate -the expenses 
incident to weddings. ; Such rules should be submitted , for 
the appi'oval of Government, in the same way as Bye-laws and 
various other points connected with municipal organizations. - 

47., When once approved and confirmed, by Government, 

I do not apprehend there would.be any difficulty in. carrying, 
them out. At any rate, the remedy would, then be: in- tliOf 
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Iiamls of {lio classes directly interested, and their hearty oo- 
oporation might bo assuredly looked for. 

48. I have t.akcn the liberty (o make those few simires- 
tioiis wicli all dcforcnco, tlio subject being now, I believe, un- 
der the consideration of the Korth-West Government ; and 
.nhliougli tlicy have no pretensions to no^■elt 3 ’, yet they .are to 
th.o best of my belief c.alculatcd to meet existing wants, to bo 
in accordance with popular feeling, rtnd perhaps worthy' of 
trial when the fr.aming of rules under Act YIII. of 1870 comes 
under the consideration of Government. 

From C. A. Elliott, Esq., OlJiciating Secretary to^Jjovern- 
matt, Forth- IVcitern Prorhiccs, to OiTioLiTiKG Magistrate 
of Mgnpoonj, dated 23rd July, 1870. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Ilon’blo the Lieutenant- 
Governor to thank you for the paper which j-ou have drawn up 
on the repression of infanticido in iJynpooiy. As sugges- 
tive of the moans likely to prove elTeolivc for tliis objoct, and 
also of the difiiculties to be overcome, your letter will bo j)I.aced 
before the Coimniltco now engaged in the preparation of 
rules; it will also bo circulated among District 0/Hcors, and 
will bo jjrinted for pennanoiit reference in the Selections. 

2. Jn Jljmpooiy, jis elsewhere, whatever lias boon offeoted 
has been ly the “ repressive system,” introduced by Mr. 
Unwin BO fur back as 1843. So universal and dominant was 
tho inhuman usage at that lime among tho Cliouhans, that 
they had not a single girl in the whole tribe. By 1851 thoro 
were alivo in the same tribe 1,488 girls under si.x j'e.ars of ago. 
But from some cause, which', you have not explained, tlio 
coercive system was not maint lined, as in Agra and Allaha- 
bad, and so tho success has been onij’- partial. In 1864, there 
being reason to suspect that tho cx'imo was again life among 
tho Cliouhans, an enumeration shewed that tho percentage 
of girls to boj's was under 39. In Narainpore, where Police 
were quartered, tlio crime has been to a certain degree re- 
pressed; in Kakuu, on the other hand, tho girls are but 28' 
per cent, of tho juvonilo population, being 21 to 79. 
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3 , , Thb conclusion . tvIucIi you have cli'awn is ilnis shewn 
to bo quite.corrocfc : , ‘‘ Tho crime, although no longer .uni- 
versal cannot be saici to be - extinct. In some villages it ^ 
would indeed appear to have alniost died out ; while in others 
it is as prevalent as even” Under these circumstances appli- 
cation will be at once made to the Government of India for 
' permission to proclaim the District of Mynpoory under Sec- 
tion II. of the Act, both in respect of the Chouhans and 
Aheers. ’ Tlie percentage of girls among the latter tribe is also 
shewn in 1864-65 to have been below 40. 

4. Your remarks and suggestions on the necessity of limi- 
ting ex^ndituro at marriages will be commended to -the care- 
ful consideration of the Committee. It is plainly shewn tliat 
Mr. Eaikes’s scheme, apart from' all other causes, had the ele- - 
ment of failure in itself because local and not universal in its 
application. Any measure to be effective must be universal 
and extend as well to independent territory as to our own. The 
Maharajah of Rewah, as His Honor has been assured by Dr.-- 
Stratton, is prepared to co-operate ; and-, tho subject will -be 
commended to the attention of the Agent, Governor-General, 
in Eajpootana and Central India. 


^rom G. A. Elliott, . Esq., Offldaling Secretary io Govern- ^ 

went, North- Western Provinces, to J. Englis, Esq., Senior 

Member of the Board of Pevenue, dated 1st June, 1870. 

I AM directed to inform you that the Hon’ble the Lieute^ 

Mr. C. P. Carraichael.-) jf nant-.Gpvernor has -been pleased to 

Mr M Kempson*^’ fippoipt you to be President of a 

Colonel Tyrwhitt. Committee, constituted as in tho 

Mr. J. H. Lloyd, Mem- -Inn c ^ • 

her and Secretary, jnargul, for the purpose ot drawing 

up Rules to give effect to Act' VIII, , 1870, for the Suppres- 
sion of Infanticide. | 

2. I am desired to state generally Hi.s Honor’s views as to , 
the measures' which should l|e provided for, in tbe Rules.'. 
These should be based- upon tbe principles laid down by Mr. , 
M. R. Gubbius in Agra, which are shewn in the report by 
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Mr. Benson to have been followed by such excellent results in 
that district. / 

3. There should in the first place be prescribed a standard 
for classifying clans or localities, as, say, guilh/, suspected, and 
reformed ; the class being determined by given ratios of girls 
to boys under a certain age, which might be placed for the 
first two classes at twelve, and for the third at some lower 
age, perhaps six years. 

4. Provision should be made for periodical enumeration 
of the infant population, the agency, (probably the Put- 
waree and Chowkeedar under proper supervision and check) 
being pointed out. 

5. The riieasures for direct suppression will require careftil 
elaboration. The head of the family present at the period 
should bo made responsible for reporting pregnancies, say at 
the seventh month; and a record of the same should be kept 
by the Putwarec, to whom the Chowkeedar would be bound 
to make the report. 

6. The village Daees should be registered, and the Daee 

of the family, who should be hold responsible for being pre- 
sent at the birth, should be bound to make immediate report 
of the event to the Chowkeedar, who should forthwith visit 
the house and personally inspect the infant. If a girl, daily 
inspection for a prescribed period iwill be necessary. Rules 
also for reporting the sickness and death of female infants 
must be laid down : and up to a certain age the body of any 
female infant which may die must be inspected by proper 
authority, and in any case of si^spicion sent for report to the 
Civil Surgeon. ^ 

7. It will be for the Committee to consider whether these 
measures should not be enforced witli additional stringency 
and greater rigour in “ guilty ’ j than in suspected ” clans 
or localities, and, if so, in what particulars and to what extent. 
It will also be’for your consideration whether, especially Avith 
the former, and in places where the families under surveil-r 
lance are numerous, some special officer sho,uId not be 
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4. A collection of psipcrs, including important extracts from 
tlio reports of BIr. BI. 11. Gnbbins and Blr. W. 11. Bloore, has 
recently been forwai’dcd to yon, and .also reports by Blcssrs. 
Ilobiirt, Benson, and Rawlins, on operations for the suppres- 
sion of infanticide in tbo Bustoo, Agra and Allahabad Dis- 
tricts. These ■will bo usoful to you ns suggesting tbo points 
requiring .attention and the prec.antions requisite to scenro 
correct returns. 


5. The existence of the crime can bo certainly ascertained 
only by a census of the boys and girls present in the families 
suspected of tho offence. As iho present return is, however, 
only preliminary, and it is of oxtromo importance that tho 
introduction of tho Act should not be dcla 3 ’cd b}- tho prepa- 
ration of elaborate and exliaustivo returns of the infant popu- 
lation (returns -which -will cvonlually bo prepared under tbo 
Rules), an .actual Census need not at present bo resorted to, 
except in case of doubt. 

■ 6. Tho grounds on which you' will go at this prclimin.ary 
stage are (what has boon termed by Blr. Gubbins) “ general 
repute and the voieo of fama damans,’' and also the returns 


, of the last Census. 

Tho Census returns larc, bowovor, available, it is be- 
with p-rjly territorially; tuat is, hy pergunnahs, towns and . 

12. i.q i^ot by clans Jor castes. Tho disproportion of 
suspicious tTp .!»iv.»'»rguuiliah, town or vill.ago, will be sufii- 

13. Too much importai-alcnce of infanticide there. But 


tailmcnt of marri.age expons^liere a clan practising infanti- 
tho Lioutenaut-Governor, as Ijq counti^-, tho ratio of hoys to 
attainable by direct interfereiiL littig affected, although tho 
Sumptuary restrictions of t%ng the pergunnah may bo 
Honor, can be effective onl^{.;^.i(}o. Therefore, to obtain 
adopted by the people tbomi children should bo looked to, 
in .aiding the movement. Ai i,y pergunnahs, towns and 
' enforcement.of economy'slioi^,jan,. Inmost districts , where 
of Government, and advice jjjjg i,ceii already enquired 
freely given. In roferehcep^cyioug correspondence will of 
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course be referred to, and tbe information it contains turned 
to account. 

8. In case of doubt, actual enumeration should be resorted 
to ; and this must be effected through the putwarees (or in 
towns through a Police Officer), linder the direction of the 
Tehseelclar ; but, as before stated, this need not, at the present 
stage, be done excepting in case of doubt. Common repute 
will in general fiu’nish the evidence now required. 

9. Whore a Census is necessaiy, it will be expedient, for 
the reasons given by Mr. Hobart, to include all children 
born since the Mutiny. This will give a date known to all ; 
and, in a country where exact ages are for the most part not 
remembered, it is safest to calculate from some well-known 
event. All will be able to say whether the children now pre- 
sent were born since the Mutiny orl)efore it. Where girls 
born within this period have married and left the village, 
their names may, on good evidence of the fact, be inserted in 
the roll ; and if anywhere boys are absent, their names will 
be similarly be added. The induction will be wider, as in- 
cluding a larger number of children, than if a younger age 
had been fixed upon. 

10. Ordinarily, where in any pergunnah, town or village, 
or in any caste, clan or aggregation of families, the ratio of 
girls to boj^'s is less 40 per cent., such locality or el.an 
must be included in the category of “ suspected,” and recom- 
mended for treatment- under the Act. Where the families, 
however, are few in num’-'^r, the ratio alone will not be con- 
clusive, as the variation may be accidental. Here disoretion 
must be exercised, and other presumptions referred to. 

11. Prom the information tl4is procured, whether of com- 
mon repute or of actual Census, Ithe Tehseeldars will furnish 
the Magistrate with a return wP'ch shall specify either terri- 
torially, or by castes, or in both ways, the places and clans 
to which the Act should be applied ; the grounds of entry, 
whether common repute or enumeration, will be given eitlier 
in a general report, or in the column of remarks. 

4 9 
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same caste j hi cases like this, I have not thought fit to exclude 
the name from the list. For instance, in Humeerpore and 
Sumairpore, the crime of - infanticide is less pracfciskl than 
in other pergunnahs. U’he Purihars, from the returns in these 
two pergunnahs, seem not guilty, but the crime is more pre- 
valent in this caste than in any other pergunnahs. I have 
accordingly entered their namesj but, owing to their better 
proportions, of girls in the second instead of the third class, 
several eastes show a fair general district average but a bad 
one in particular pergunnahs ; a caste , will therefore appear 
in one class in one pergunnah and in a ditForent class in an- 
^^^ther pergunnah. The Chundel and Chouhan castes show 
froi^®^ the returns a fair average, but infanticide was certainly 
pracM/^'’®®'"^ by these castes, and the suspicion still attaches to 
theU^^ ’ therefore^ better proof of complete reformation is 
ob^-hiined, I think it would be a mistake to, exclude their 

jj^ames. 

p ,7. I should not omit to notice that in some cases the 
.(Ijhr^iwjisJ^Qturns vary considerably from those lately prepared, 
jthese instructioJ\Iondah the boys of the JDikhit caste are re- 
turned "riow^ha ena very much smaller number than at - the 


census of 1865. 

8. The returns sho'^.^'^r that the introduction of repressive 
measures has been atteiijuded with much success and now 
that legislation has folloAirved, and the matter is being taken 
up in earnest througl\out Mhe country, I -feel confident that in 
a few years the crime will'ij ceaso to exist altogether. , , 


p Officiating Magistrate oj Etawah, 
I:\IENT, Eorth- Western Frovbices, 


From 0. W. Moore, Esq., 
io Secretary to Govern 
dated 3rd August^ 1870. 

1 have the honor to Acknowledge .the receipt of., your 
Circular No. 24A., of 1870^( of 1st June, calling for a state- 
ment of eastes or localities wjhich should bo proclaimed under 
Act VIII. of 1870. i 

2. An examination of tho\last Census Returns, proves that 
there was a deficiency of femaho children amongst the Rajpoot 
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tribes In iJiis cHsWot ; tbo female ' child population amongst 
Iho Thakoors did not number, two-thirds of the male child 
population amongst the same caste in anj’ pergunnah, and 
that in Etawah and Bhurtna both jiheers and Brahmins had 
less tlian two-thirds the number of girls that they had boys. 

■ If the total result in each pergunnah is to be the guide, the 
entire district should bo proclaimed in respect of the Thakoor 
caste, and the Bhurtua and Etawah Perguniiahs in respect to 
Aheers. But I do not find that the Aheeis of either pergunnah 
arc notoriously guilty of infanticide ; on the contraiy, in 
Bhurtna there are only three villages notorious, viz., Jarpoor 
and Bailee Kullau and Khurd, inhabited by a tribe of Aheers, 
who, having obtained the name or title of Rawat from the 
ancient kings, are described to be as proud as Rajpoots, 
and to have adopted the practice of killing their infant 
daughters. 

^ p . 

3. In Etawah I have found no general rum'^ ■ in respect 
to the guilt of Aheers, but I strongly suspect tl o lose of the 
caste who reside in the villages between th imna and 
Chumbid are guilty of the crime, residing as tliey do in the 
midst of a Rajpoot population who are notoriously guilty, and 
in a wild and little fi-equented tract of country. 

4. ' Though pergunnah results show the whole district to 
be liable to proclamation, the' detailed examination limits the 
number of guilty villages considerablju 

5. So far as notoriety goes, it would seem that, with the 
exception of Rughbunsees, who are stated by one Tehseel- 
dar to be innocent, all kinds of Thakoors are occasionally 
guilty. In the selected village^i referred to in paragraph 
3 there are various tribes of Thakoors. Sometimes five or six 
tribes are represented in one village. The notoriely, if there 
is any, ^generally attaches to the village and not to any parti- 
cular tribe therein ; though I have no doubt that in many 
villages the suspicions deficiency of girls is due to the mal- 
practices of some of the tribes only, and of a portion only 
of some particular tribe. For instance, it seems that Gohlots, 
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Bamuugoi’es and Bais Thakoors kill their daughters if they 
are rich, but make a profit by their, marriage if they are 
poor. 

- 6, It appears to me, thei’eforc, that notoriety is misleading, 
and the old Pergunnah Census Returns are so also. At least 
they show Brahmins in an unfavorable light in the same way 
as Tliakoors and Aheers, and to yeiy much the same extent. 

7. I hope that the old Census Returns will not be accept- 
ed as the final tost, and that the rules now under manufacture 
may contain a provision that they be jmt in force only in 
such of the proclaimed tracts as may be found at a census, to 
be made specially for the purpose, to have less than 40 girls 
to 60 boys of the suspected castes. I think it probable that 
anew Census will show many villages in a' more favorable 
position than they obtain under the last. 

From R. T. Hobabt, Esq., Joint Magistrate, of Etah^ to Offi- 
. OIATING Sbcretabt TO GOVERNMENT, JJortli- Western Pro- 
vinces dated 5th August^ 1S70. • 

I have the honor to submit herewith the return called 
for in your No. 603A., dated 1st June, 1870. 

The villages in which these tribes reside are so numerous 
that I have thought it better to • take advantage of the per- 
mission accorded in that, letter, and to merely enter the num- 
, her of the villages in wl^ich these suspected tribes live. , • 

The various tribes of Thakoors in this district number- 27, 


too bulky a retui'n to submil?, but I have this ^ return by me, 
and have excerpted again from it the villages which beyond 
a question practise the crime. They are 157 in number. 
The numbers of the girl and boy- population are ■ taken from 
the Census Returns for , the Tehseels ofAllygunge and-Khas- 
gunge, and from actual enumeration checked by the Censiis 
Returns for Tehseel, Etah. • ■ - • . : ' 


out of which, if statistics ahd to some extent rumour bo true, 
12 may be regarded as guilty , of infanticide. To have writ- 
ten down the 709 villages inrwhich they live would have made 
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The iiamos of tlio Iribas inliabiting tlio v.-irlous villages 
were entered after a careful local enquiry by the Canoongocs 
and Tchsocldars; and from tlio mouth of tlio Village Putwa- 
rcos, and in case of doubt from the men themselves. I think 
that the returns are pretty correct. I have done my best 
to have (hem so, and have boon obliged to return a few of 
them more than once for correction. 

There are three leading tribes, the Chonhans, Solunkces, 
and Rathors, and numerous smaller tribes, the Pooroer, the 
Gour, the Jadon ; the Toonwur, Kuclnvaha, Dhakuree, 
Rughbunseo, the Katiya and the Kutihar, who are fairly 
presumed guilty. 

Chouhans , — The Ohouhans .are the most numerous tribe ; 
thoj'' number 2,708 boy to 1,505 girls in (ho district, or 37 
per cent, of girls ; while in the Azimnuggur Tohseol, bor- 
dering on the llynpoory District, the bn 3 -s are 911 to 452 
girls, or about 33 per cent. In 45 of these worst villages, 
there are 1,14G boys and onl^' 246 girls. I would apply 
the law to the Ohouhans all oA'cr the district. 

Solunkces . — The Solunkces number 1,944 boys to 965 girls. 
The latter are in a percentage of onl}'- 33 in tho whole district. 
In 40 of their worst villages thoj' number 1,916 boys to 273 
girls. I would apply tho Act to this tribe all the district over. 

Rathors . — Tho Rathors, who live principally in the Azim- 
nnggur Pergunnah near tho Mynpoory District, number 
1,388 boys to 722 girls. Tho latter are theroforo about 34 
per cent, of tho child jiopulation j wiiilo the 16 villages which 
have been o.xcerpted as the worst number 549 boys to 88 girls. 

Ry rumom’ and by statistics l^s tribo is tlio most addicted 
to the crime, and, as I found before in a former investigation, 
the other tribes living in their neighbourhood seem to bo influ- 
enced and infected by tho bad example. 

The laiv should bo made applicable to the Rathorcs through 
the whole district. 

Gours . — Tho Gouts number 635 boys to 379 girls; 7 . c., the 
girls arc about 37 per cent, of the child population in tho 
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pecfc tlieir accuracj. My doubts were considerably increased ■ 
by observing that the ratio of boys to girls in villages inha- 
bited by classes of Rajpoots not suspected of practising the 
crime, often 8ho^Yed worse than in villages which were so 
suspected, and reached their climax when I found that villages 
not inhabited by , Rajpoots at all showed frequently as bad or 
worse than those so populated. , On coming to enquire into 
the cause of these anomalies, I ascertained that, the Piitwarees, 
in filling up the column in their Census Statements, headed 
“ male” and “ ferriale children”, had adopted no. uniform sys- 
tem. Some called all males children up to the age of 18 or 
more, sum e up to 12 or 14 only; some called aU females chil- 
dren unless they were married, some up to the age of 12; and 
so on. The usually adopted plan, however, was to call all 
males children up to the age of abouflS or so, and all unmar- 
ried females children; the result, of, which would be, of course,' 
to cause a largo disproportion of females, .numbers of them 
having married and left the village ere attaining the age' of 18. 
Moreover, 1 have had perhaps- some 50 villages of different 
sorts counted out by picked officers, and the result of this- 
Counting again often showed. the percentage of boys to girls 
so difierent to that exhibited in the Census papers that I ha-ve 
become perfectly convinced, except in the case of largely 
populated villages, where , an immense disproportion is mani- 
fested, that these returns'^er se are for our present 'purposes 
perfectly valueless— in fact c^nly calculated altogether to mislead., 
.6. The remaining information I have to .go .upon is the 
, late. Mr. Moore’s report written in 1855, containing a list' of, 
then suspected villages and prfeent general repute. ' General 
,repute now .is that infanticide ^s practised by the Bais of Tup- 
pahs Kooba, Atreha and Dakhmha, of Tehseel Doogaon, the 
Goutums of several, and also the Moiius, Runwulcs and Chun- 
dels of one. or two villages of Tuppah Dowlutabad, Tehseel Niz- 
amabad. All the villages named in the list attached to Mr, 
Moore’s report, with the exception • of one, Anuliya, which 
is wrongly quoted there as being in Tuppah Dowlutabad, and 
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which from enumeration now made does not appear to be open 
to suspicion, are in one or other of these Tuppahs. 

7. . As to the ' Rajpoot clans living in the remaining por- 
tions of this District, including Mahpul, there not being any 
regular damans of infanticide prevailing, and the Cen- 
sus Returns for reasons given in paragraph 5 of this letter not 
being deemed per se reliable, my opinion is that the only way 
to ascertain accurately whether infanticide does or does not 
prevail is for a regular enumeration of the Rajpoot inhabitants 
of each village in the District to be made under Euro])ean 
superintendence on the spot. I say European superinten- 
dence, because I do not consider that returns compiled by 
natives without such superintendence would bo sufficiently 
reliable. Nor should the decision rest upon enumeration only 
—in some villages the number of Rajpoot families is so small 
that the ratio of boys to girls can form no safe criterion by 
itself; it should be ascertained in the case of each village what 
other ^’illages there are belonging to the same families with 
whom they intermarry, and a note on the point recorded in 
the column of remarks in the euumei'ation register ; compari- 
son of the joint returns of different villages peopled by the 
same families, aud general information ; which it Avould not be 
difficult to procure on the spot, would sufficiently elicit the 
ti'uth. This enumeration can only be undertaken in the cold 
weather, inasmuch as at the present time the country is all 
under water. Meanwhile I am having prepared from the 
Census Returns of 1864 for the remaining Tehseels extracts 
of the Rajpoot inhabitants fa the different villages thereof. 
This, if of no other use, will at ahy rate put one in possession 
of information as to what village there are in each tehseel to 
investigate. 

8. I take this opportunity of remarking that there is one 
village down in Mr. Moore’s list of suspected villages in Teh- 
seel Deogaon which has been excluded by me, viz., Lalmow; 
this because, although situated amidst a group of villages 
practising the crime, by actual counting, it has now been 



78 


FEMALT3 INPANTIOJDE IN THE 

ttikon as a wliolo, the oxpcndifciiro columns arc not far out, 
and slioulcl bo accepted as they arc, for it is impossible to 
subject them to any test. 

The porcontages point inevitably to the rapid decrease’ of 
the race of Rajpoots, and argue astute of society winch calls 
for the gravest consideration of Government. -From it wo 
find that, talcing the column of married men to represent man 
and wife, we have 20,701 e.ouplea with only 2G,85G children,, 
between them, or 1'29 children to each conplo (many of these 
are the offspring of illicit connections with mothers of differ- 
ent castes ; but wc may lot this pass, as the ofi'spring is always 
considered to bo the caste of the father, though known to bo 
half-castes). Add to this — there arc in this district 13,085 
marriageable men, but unmarried, between the ages of 16 . 
and 50, against 20,704 married men out of a total male adult 
population of t’3,789 ; that is to say, 38*72 per cent., who 
may bo considered as not oven contemplating marriage ; and 
the result must be, if this goes on, the extinction of the racf* ^ 
altogethci*. Were these figures insufficient to prove the^i^T'dc- 
duction, I would only ask you to note the percentage (<(ic‘4-12) 
of children to adults. That the race is decreasing ij^g .^oll 
know'll among themselves, and the general poverty^ , of the 
race contributes to prevent regular marriages ; but tluj tlioso 
w'ho do marry should i^ot in such a large average as. 90,704 
married couples be abl^ to keep up (he race, seems ^ almost 
incomprehensible, and still further ]iuzzHng, as T shakgl pre- 
sently show that infanticide, thougl^yery cmTb.moi^'i^rinio 
amongst them, does not alten^ materially the above-mentioned 
figures. Even supposing wel took the standard which 1 believe.'- 
to bo the correct one, viz,, ume girl for each boy all through 
the district, and assuming tllie number of female children to 
be twice the number of malule children, viz., 31,426,; and add 
to that all the males betiveejm 16 and 50 uum.arried, 13,085 
(as many of them are undo'^ubtodly the children of those enu-;' 
meratod as married), w;e i^^ihall only have .a tofiil of 44,508. 
children as against 60,863 a)J,dults. Further,, if, after deduct-; 

R' ■ • 
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ing all the suspected villages and their totals of married men, 
boys and girls, ^Ye examine the result, we shall find 11,717 
married couples with 16,192 children, or 138‘19 per cent., 
equivalent to 1 *38 children to each married couple. 

So, also, deducting all the suspected tribes, if we add the 
sum of the unmarried men between 50 and 16 to the chil- 
dren of the unsuspected tribes, making a total of 28,611 chil- 
dren to 14,875 married couples, we shall have 1’92 children 
to each married couple. 

There may be errors and omissions in the Census tables on 
which these statistics are founded, but a great deal of time and 
labour has been expended in preparing them ; and even sup- 
posing we allow an error of one to two thousand in the num- 
ber of children, which is, I believe, far beyond what further 
enquiry in the cold weather will reveal, we are still in the 
same dilemma, — the royal race of Eajpoots is dying out in this 
part of the country. ‘ 

: I will now proceed to call your attention to the village State- 
ment and ask you to study the result of deducting the totals of 
children, male and female, in the pergunnahs in which the 
number of female children docs not come up to the standard. , 

These are Pergunnahs Akberpore and Sarh Salempore. 
The two pergunnahs have a total of 4,582 boys and 2,469 
girls. These deducted from the district totals of boys and 
girls leave 11,131 boys as against 8,711 girls, oi* 43 ’9 per 
cent, of girls on total infantile population. 

But^I have a ftirther test. I find there are 336 villages, out 
of a tdtal of 1,097 in the whole district, which, according to ' 
the Government standard, are obnoxious to suspicion. They 
have 9,009 married couples, with 7,759 boys and 2,942 girls, 
or 27*49 per cent, on total infantile population, leaving a ba- 
lance in the remaining 769 villages of 11,717 married couples, 
with 7,954 boys and 8,238 girls, or 50*87 per cent, on total 
infantile population, or a total of 16,192 children, equal to 
1*38 children to each couple. Here, then, where female in- 
fanticide clearly does not exist, wo have an average in every 
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porgunnali of over 50 per cent, of female children, ivith the 
exception of the two pergunnahs, Akberporo and Sarh Salcm- 
pore, which I have above shown to bo tho only pergunnahs 
which are obnoxious to suspicion. 

The Caste Statement, will bo found to corroborate the 
above deduction. There are 17 tribes in tho district, accord- 
ing to this statement, whoso average of female children is 
below tho standard, and they include, 5,851 married couples, 
with 4,594 boys and 2,445 girls, or 34*73 per cent, on total 
infantile population. The remaining tribes include 14,875 
married people, with 9,119 boys and 8,736 girls, or 48*92 per 
cent, of girls on total infantile population. 

Turn now to the Statement showing tho tribes as they are 
suspected or otherwise in o.ach porgiinnah, and tho totals ui..\ 
— of suspected tribes 8,858 married couples, with 6,888 boys 
and 3,560 girls, or 34*07 per cent, on total infantile po- 
pulation, and unsuspected tribes, 11,858 married people, with 
8,827 boys and 7,620 girls, or 46*33 per cent, on totaf infan- 
tile population, and 16,447 children between 11,858 married 
couples, which is 1*38 for each married couple. 

To sum up these figures — 

These figures speak for themselves, and, short of most 
egregious errors, such as I cannot suppose or admit to have 
happened, bear mo out in my first deduction that a few gener- 
ations more must see tho end of the Rajpoot caste. \ 

It may be as well to add that where women of other castes 
have been found to be living openly with Rajpoots, thW have 
been entered as adult female Rajpoots and their childiVii also 
under the respective heads of the tables, and this do^ away 
even with the faint hope which might be entertained or keep- 
ing up the race by illicit connection. j 

I next come to my second assumption — to the question of 
the average proportion of girls to boys:— ‘ ' 

The village Statement gives it ... ... 41*64 

After deducting suspicious villages ... 50*87 

After deducting suspicious tribes ... ... 46*33 
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I am of opinion tlio second is conclusive on tlio subject. 
It will bo observed that this high average (50-87) is not 
only the average arrived at over a vast nunibor of mar- 
ried people, {. c., 11,717, but is equally apparent, and even 
in a higher degree, when one examines the average of each 
pergunnah in unsuspected villages. There are only two per- 
gunnahs, Akberpore and Sarh Salcmporc, where the averages 
are below 50 per cent,, and they are, as I have elsewhere 
shown, the pergunnahs most tainted of the whole district, 

ThirdI )/, — 1 maintain that expenditure on marriages has 
no bearing now on the crime of infanticide, at least, at any 
rate, its effects are inappreciable. The greatest expenditure 
incurred by any tribe is that in the Bison tribe, where the 
average expenditure on IS marriages came to only Es. 295. 

The greatest number of marriages are recorded in the Gour 
tribe, and their average is only Es. 132, whilst in the instance 
of one tribe the average runs dow-n as low- as Es. 25. I main- 
tain that no limitation of marriage expenditure could affect 
these averages, they are in themselves so low ; and though I 
might, by excepting one or two marriages in each caste in 
which absurdly largo suras were spent, reduce the average still 
lower, I do not wish to lengthen this already voluminous re- 
port ; I consider the statement, as it stands, bears mo out in 
m 3 " position. 

The saddest reflection, however, which occurs to one iu 
looking into this statement as well as many of the others, is 
the number of unmarried girls during the past 15 years. Set- 
ting o^ide those under flvo 3 ’ears of age, wo have 7,294 female 
children, of whom 3,474 are unmarried, or 47-62 per cent. 
Knowing what an essential thing marriage is in a Hindoo 
family, and the danger to its honour there is in keeping un- 
educated girls (with passions liardl 3 " less under control than 
animals) unmarried, one cannot but feel tliat if pressure could 
be brought to bear on this branch of the subject, one of the 
greatest objections to having female children would be removed. 
But in this no measures of Police could possibl}" be of any 
4 11 
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avail — notliing but moral persuasion can do anything ; . and 
though rcspoctablo mombers of the casto admit the general 
principle, every officer will find, in trying to enforce mar- 
riages, a general but passive resisianco to his views. As I 
have said boforoj this is parll}' caused by the great poverty of 
the caste ; but it is more especially duo to the absurd ambitiou 
which actuates them all to marry into a liighcr tribe. 

Fourthly , — The means I propose to adopt to stop the crime 
of infanticide aro severe, but I believe they are the only ones 
which will deal with it ctleclually. 

The statements I liavo prepared .and the remarks I have 
made on them show tliat the crime, tbough practised by some 
tribes in one village, is frequently not ])ractised by tlie same 
tribe in other villages, nor necessarily is the wliole village 
tainted. The sub-division of tribes into. Gotes will not c.v- 


plain this, as, after making enquiry in every pergunnah, I 
found not two men in a hundred know which Goto they be-, 
long to ; they were obliged to consult some Pundit if they 
wished to ascertain, and his decision, as far as I can ascertain, 
was purely arbitrary. Tlie fact is the absence of the great 
tie of marriage has reduced both the highest .and lowest tribes 
to a purely mixed casto, which, while retaining- some of the 
worst characteristics of the race, has only retained tho name 
of the tribo of tho ancestor who first began the intermixture 
of blood. \ 

Taking this view, I have not attempted the subtdivision 
into Gotes. , 4h|’, 

I am free to admit that those professing to belechyto tho 
oldest tribes, such as Chouhans, Chundcls, Gours,,Deoil,wars, 
&c., are more prominently remai'kable for tho auscnce of ' 
female children ; birt I find the crime of infanticide also pre- 
valent in tribes whose origin is quite of modern date ; and 
though refraining from enumerating all the various causes 
which originally led to the custom bf female infanticide, and 
.which have been elaborately detailed by many officers, I state 
it as my unreserved opinion that it now exists simply from 
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custom, that its most energetic supporters are tho old v'omen 
in the villa Jies, and that the mothers themselves are almost 
ahvaj's consenting, and not unfrcquentl}’’ the actual perpetra- 
tors of tho crime. 

I hold it to ho next to impossible to get a conviction. Set- 
ting aside tho almost impossibilily of getting a body brought 
any distance during tlio hot weather, I know that under ahj'' 
. circumstances all doctors will say it is almost impossible, when 
tho child’s body is brought to them, for them to say whether 
tho death has been caused bv nature or otherwise. Tho tern- 
porizing measures which have hitherto always been adopted, 
partly in tho hopes that public feeling might be brought to 
bear on the subject and partly from tho want of legal power 
to interfere and make tho whole village responsible, have en- 
tirely failed. You will see that out of 11,180 female chil- 
dren under 16 years of age, a third only of them have been 
born within the past five years, and this is allowing nothing 
of the mortality which must have ocourred during the previ- 
ous ten years. Though all Rajpoots assert that the crime was 
infinitely more prevalent before tlio mutiny than it is now, I 
cannot see any grounds for concurring in the assertion. They 
know wo cannot convict, and, when asked why there arc no 
female children, arc content to say, in a helpless manner, “/(ota 
nn/u'n,” and are careful to adopt such a method of destruction 
as shall leave no marlcs behind. This is not difficult ; a few 
hours of exposure immediately after birth and tho deed is done, 
or theynotlier is sent off to her family’s house in another district 
and k-ept secret until all is over, and then sent liQjne again. 
Midwivos, even if they could be trusted, aro helpless ; there are 
always old women in tho family who are quite able to deliver 
a woman, and the rest of village always agree to know nothing 
about it, and the only occasion upon which a birth of a female 
child gets reported is when there is a feud in the village. 

The Chowkeedar is the servant of the Zemindars, and unless 
there is some one powerful enough to protect him, and willing 
•that the fact shall be known, he will never tell. 
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males one is often son and the other parent.*' Tlio question is 
interesting, but is foreign to the present purpose. 

5. You next show that in unsuspected villages the pro- 
portion of girls to bo3’'3 near!}' reaches 100 ,por cent, and 
concludo that tho Govorninonfc standard of 40 girls to 60 bo 3 ’s 
is too low. This is probably true, but tho object was to fix a 
standard below which, if tho proportion fell, there could bo no 
reasonable doubt of guilt 

6. Your third point- that marriage expenditure has no 
connection with infanticide, because the expenses, as stated 
by tho people, are not largo — is hardlj-- established b^' tho 
facts you state. ' A sum oven of Rs. 100 would bo a severo 
drain on tlio resources of a Rajpoot cultivator or smajl put- 
tcedar, sufficient (on tho presumption that the prospect of 
future heavy expenditure does lead to infaiiticido) to make him 
regard with apprehension tho birth of every fom.nlo child. It is, 
of course, open to argument how far that presumption is correct. 

7. Nor does tho Lieutenant-Governor agree with you as to 
the reprossivo measures which should bo onforcod. Tho im- 
position of Extra Police is a measure which His Honor would 
bo unwilling to have resort to, except in tho most aggravated 
cases. This subject is under consideration, and oi'ders will be 
communicated to you hereafter. 

8. The immediate "point of interest in jmur report is tho 
list of guilty villages. In preparing this, tho . greatest care 
appears to.havo been taken, and His Honor accepts the con- 
clusion you have arrived at, that tho villages named b}' you 
should be proclaimed immediate]}''. The Infanticide Ci^i- 
mitteo w’erc of opinion that no reprossivo measures should bo 
put in force at first in respect of villages or clans having an 
infantile population of less than 25. You state that j’^ou haVo 

* Note — Mr. Halsey gives the proportion of minors to adults as "44 per 
cent. But Mr. Plowden has shewn (Census Report paras. 61-76) that tho 
true proportion is about 30 per cent, opinion to total population or SO minors 
to 70 adults, or 43 per cent, of minors to total population, or 30 minors to 70 
adults, or 43 per cent. Tho minors in Cawnporo are therefore not less but 
more numerous than the average, in spite of the prevalence of infanticide;" 
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cxccptocl from your list those villages in Avliich the numbers 
are too few to afford a sufficient criterion, but you have omit- 
ted to state \Yhat your standard number is. No doubt, ^Yhere 
the number of families is fev/, the induction from more num- 
bers becomes uncertain ; but it maj^ be strengthened by colla- 
teral evidence, such as convictions or strong suspicions of 
destruction of female infants in tbe village itself, or the fact 
of the same clan in the neighbouring village being guilty ; 
and it is on the understanding that you have taken these points 
into consideration, which you appear to Jiavc done, that His 
Honor is about to solicit the sanction of His Exccllencj' in 
Council to the immediate proclamation of the Rajpoots in all 
the villages mentioned by you. 

9. A copy of a Circular, which has recently been issued to 
all District Officers in these Provinces, is enclosed for your 
information. 

10. It is conceived that tho- Census you have already 
taken is sufficiently accurate and complete to obviate the 
necesrlty of taking another census, as contemplated in the 
Circular ; but advantage should be ’taken of the cold season 
by yourself and your Assistants to test tho acciu’acy of these 
statistics in tho most rigorous manner. The registei”, too, 
should be drjvwn up in the form contained in the Circular, 
and not in that which you have adopted. Further enquiry 
may reveal that there are other villages or clans as guilty as 
those which will be proclaimed, and it is important that none 
should escape. 

11. In revising these returns, you will carefully bear in 
mind tho instructions contained in the Circular-, which forms 
tho enclosure of this letter. 

From C. A. Elliott, Esq., Officiating Seci'etarg to Govem- 
ment, Forth- Wester7i Provinces, to all Magistrates, dated 
Vlih November, 1870. 

Your letter on the subject of female infanticide having 
been laid before the Infanticide Conunittee, the Lieutenant- 
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Goyernor, acting on tlie Cominittee’s recommendations, 
desires me to cominuuicate the following observations and 
orders. 

2. Immediate steps will be taken to procure the sanction 
of the Supremo Government to the proclamation under the 
law of the villages or clans in your district named in Appen- 
dix A, of this letter. These are the clans and villages res- 
pecting which, by the Census statistics, or by a general con- 
currence, of evidence amounting almost to absolute proof, the 
fact of their’guilt is established bejmnd a doubt. 

3. But besides the villages or clans specified in Appendix, 
A., there are, according to your report, good grounds for con- 
sidering that grave suspicion rests on the villages hr clans 
named in Appendix B. to this letter. These, suspicions can 
only be cleared up by a careful enumeration. 

4. Your first duty, therefore, on the receipt of tins letter,- 
and in anticipation of the proclamation, will be to' take a 
special Census of these guilty and suspected clans in the vil- 
lages or pergunnahs named, and to show the results in the 
register which forms Appendix 0. to this letter. 

5. The Census shordd be carried out as -far as possible -in. 

one day, and through the medium of Futwarees (or in towirs 
by Bukshees of Chowkeedars, Pound and Excise Mohurrirs, 
&c.) working under the supervision of tho Tehseeldars, Pesh- 
kars, or other responsible officers ; the operation and the re- 
turns being most carefully watched by yourself and your 
Covenanted Assistants, ' 

6. The Committee found reason to believe that while le- 
gitimate girls are often destroyed, those of illegitimate birth, 
aro often allowed to remain aliye. You are req^uested to en-, 
quire into this point while taking your Census. 

7. On the completion of this Census, you will submit a 
report, showing the results of " this enumeration, and stating 
your conclusions as to the guilt of the suspected classes of 
Appendix B., concerning whom, on the receipt of this report,, 
further orders will issue. Li order that the, value of a Census 
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na giving cvidonco of tlic existence of infanticide inay bo pro- 
perly estimated, 1 am to call yonr special attention to para- 
grajdis 7 and 9 of my Circular No. 2dA. of 1st June. 

.8. I am to inform jmu that tho Committee have recom- 
mended that no proceedings should be taken, on the strength 
of statistics alone, to carry out repressive measures in villages 
in which tho minor population of tho suspected clans is less 
than 25 in number. This recommendation has been approved 
by the Lioutenant-GoYernor, But when the population 
of a village belongs to a elan which is shown in other more 
populous villages in the neighbourhood to bo guilty of infanti- 
cide; or when convictions havo previously been obtained 
against any members of tho village; or when strong suspicions 
exist that fcmalo infants in the village have been made away 
with ; the presumption of guilt may be violent enough to 
justify repressive measures, even where tho minor population 
is below 25. 

. 9. Tho proposal of the Committee is that a register of all 
births, deaths, and marriages should be kept up at each Police 
Station, and that an abstract of it, giving the results for each 
village, should be sent in at fixed intervals to the Sudder 
Station, where an abstract register in the same form should 
bo kept up iu the District Superintendent’s Ofiice. By this 
means a constant supervdsion will be maintained over the con- 
duct of the guilty clans, and the progress of each village 
towards reform. 

10. These registers, with the rules for repression and the 
list of clans to bo proclaimed, will bo at once submitted for 
sanction to the Government of India. But some delay may 
occur before the sanction is received, and it is important tliat 
the cold weather, which is the fittest season for taking tho 
Census, should not be lost. I am to impress upon you most 
strongly the extreme importance of aiming at complete accu- 
racy in these statistics, which are the foundation of the whole 
proceedings that will be taken under the Act. Not only does 
the issue of the proelaihation at present' depend upon them, 
.3 12 
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but also in tlio future. Tho . proof that a village is reformed 
will rest mainly on tlio comparison which will be made be- 
tween a subsequent census and that whieh you are now about 
to make. 


jFrom J. LlovDj Esq., Secretary to Committee for suppression 
of Infanticide, to Officiating SEcnETAny to Goveknsient, 
jVo'i/t- Western Provinces, dated 26th Eocemher, 1870. 

1 HAVE tho honor to submit tho following Eoport of the 
Committee constituted in your letter No. 602 A., dated 1st 
June, 1870, for tho purpose of drawing up rules to give effect 
to Act VIII. of 1870, for tho Suppression of Infanticide. 

2. Tho Committee consisted originally of — 

i J. D. Inglis, Esq., President, 

j 0. P. Carjuchael, Esq., 

Colonel Tviiwiiitt, I 

M.KEMrsol.,.EsQ., ynmk,;. 

0. A. Elliott, Esq., j 

J. Lloyo, Esq., Secretary and Mcmher. 
Subsequently, Messrs. Forbes, C.B,, and E. Colvin were imdcr 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s orders, added to tho Cohnnitteo. 

3. Tho primary object of the appointment of the Commit- 
tee was to draw' up rules under Section 2 of the Act. Sub- 
sequently, tho reports as to the clans against whom, and the 
villages in whieh, repressive measures should be enforced, 
received from District Officers in reply to tho Government 
Circular "No. 24A., of Ist June, were, under- the orders of His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, transferred for tho Com- 
mittee’s consideration. .. 

4. It was found necessary to return to certain points in the 
course of discussion ; the order, therefore, in which tlie v.ari- 
ous subjects wore taken up, will mot be adhered to in this 
report. It appears more convenient to take them thus - 

(а) Proclamation of districts or classes. 

(б) Census. 

(c) Agency for collecting information. . 
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00 nogi-sfralion of information so collected. 

(e) Proven! i VO mo.'isnros. 

(f) Kxtni juiltvo and onicers. 
f;;) Dofnn ul of esponsos inem rod. 

(A) r'liseeliancons mlijecU. 

The tpiej-tion as to the dii-tricls. or portions of districts, 
or clashes which sliould ho proclaimed, 
and thereby hronght under the provi- 
sions of the Act, was referred to the 
Stih-Commitleo inarginully namctl. 

0. Principles were laid down for the .Sub-Committee’s 
j;ni<lnnee as detailed in the proct'cdijigs of the meeting held 
on I.'ith .Septemher. They were instructed to dntw up two 
list'^, — (ho one tvimpri'^ing (ho districts mnl classes undouhtcdl}* 
guilty, and which shotild, therefore, he j^roclaimcd at once ; 
and the oilier comprising the districts and classes open to 
suspicion, but ngaiiift wliicb the evideneo of guilt was iusuf- 
(icient to warnuit proelaiuation vvitboiil further inquir}’, Jn 
<lniwing tip these lists, the. Sub-Committee wore to ho guided 
by the following rules ; — (J) Where a special Census has been 
recently tahon, and (he infantile pi'pulalion i.s foiuul to ex- 
ceed twonty-jivo, ami the I'.crcontagc of girls i.s holow forty, 
the villairc or clan must he iticlndcd in (ho lirsl li.st ; (2) where 
a special Census has not boon tahon, those village.s or clans 
rojiorted to ho jioloriou-ly guilty must he ])laccd in tho first 
lis*, and the suspected into the second. 

7. The Ueporl of the Suh-Commitlce, based on rojiorts 
received from -Dysiriel Ofliecrs, accomjianics in Appendix A. ;* 
(ho decision of the full Committee, whoro alternative proposals 
were made by the .‘Suh-Coinmittco, being recorded on the 
margin of tho .Sub-Committee’s Ueporl. 

S. It will be oh.survcd that in a very largo munbor of dis- 
trichs, and portions of districts, it i.s proposed to postpone pro- 
clamation, pending further investigation. This inqnir}’ should 
he made by enumeration in tho cold season, and the results 


Net primed. 
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■W’ill'^fovm ilio basis for a reooramcmiation by Magistrates to 
extend the provisions of the law to tlic tracts or classes shown 
to be guilty. •» .' 

9. In the meantinio, the Committee recommend the imme- 
diate proclamation of the districts and classes, as given in 

» 

Appendix A. ^ ' 

10. The Ooinmittce wore unaiiimons that where proclama- 

tion is made, a Census should be taken of tho whole popu- 
lation of the proclaimed classes in tho proclaimed tracts. In 
districts where further inquiry prior to proelainafion is neces- 
sary, as a preliminary .step, a eciisns .should be taken of tho 
suspected classes. - . 

11. In taking this census, tho Magistrate’s attention should 
bo directed to ascertaining the number of legitimate and ille- 
gitimate children. It is believed that girls of tlie first class 
are often destroyed, while tho.so of Iho second are allowed to 
survive. , 

' 12. The Committee also concurred in considering that tho 
enumeration should be made under tlie orders of the Collec- 
tor, and under his supervision and that of his subordinates. 
A sufficient staff for the actual counting would bo available 
among the putwarecs, pound mohurrirs, ahkaree ' moliurrirs, 
,&c., &c., who could easily be told off for ono night or day for 
this dut;ih ' ■ ' 

13. The return should bo primarily, by villages. The 

villages should be collected and grouped according to tho 
Police Stations, within the jurisdiction of winch they are 
situatedi _ - ■ 

14. The form of the census caused much and repeated 
discussion. Finally, the majority selected the Form A., Ap- 
pendix B.,* in preference to that which is shown in Form B., 
Appendix B., and which was preferred by the minority. It 
was, however, agreed that both should be submitted for the 
consideration of Government. The forms are attached to, tho 
rules,' 

■ * Not printed. i , . . 
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15. It will be ob'-erved (bat tlic dilVcn;nco in ibo (wo con- 
fists in (be uinis'sion of (be i;!i!iui)n of ajtpi oxiiniito The 

cniif-idcnitioii wbicli (bis omif-inii n ijiiires, is testilied to by 
(be ingiimetds (be (jiuslion elivitod. 

Id. Till' !idvan(air>'s elainjed fur (be (-(dinnii wore, (bat it 
admitt' d of (be eonibinaiion of i)iu ‘(ali-'.ioa tditaincd a( (bo 
census, wiibinlbrinationsnb^ofjnendy re^i-lfri'd ; tiiat. properly 
hcj»t np, i{ w<uiM show (be status «f oaeli village at a "lance : 
(bat it v.i)iild show tin: Dis(rii*( (jniei r the villages (o wbitdi 
special attention sboubl be paid, ntul to wliieb susjip.idn c(m- 
limied to attacb. and (be progtess of i aidi village or class 
fioin gnill (o r<‘fonn ; and (bat it cotild be easily tested on (bo 
-Spot, and, wben fonnd eoriec!, would obviate trotddu by pre- 
♦diiding (be iu ce>Rily of a periodical Census. 

17. 'j'o this ii was replied (bat ibe insertion of a column 
of ajiproNiinali' ago wotdd In* (atal (o tlie er', dildlity of tlio 
register, as by il inforni.ation probably aeeiirate would be 
mixed up with figures crtainly inaeetirato ; llmt it wonltl 
increase tin,* labor of ibe eetiRHs, and woidd tidd cleimmts of 
.stispieioii to (be iiapiiry ; tba( tbo ages were not required for 
(be purpose for wliieli (be census was (alien, ns (here is no 
fear of girls out of (be age of infanev being made away with; 
that the notion of atmdgatnaling th« Census register with tbo 
regisU-T of evonis was impractieal, as sueb an amalgamation 
could not bo efiected and kept np wiibont immenso and 
<lo(ailed labor, aufl, even if kep( up, (bat no step could bo 
taken on it witbonl ascertaining by another con.siis bow 
far tbo registration of evonis bad been boiie.st and complcto: 
and that all that District Ollicor.s would need to test on 
tbo spot was tbo accuracy of ibnt registration of domestic 
events b}’ the production of the infants rcj)ortcd to have been 
born. 

38. The objection regarding inucciiracy in ages was 
mol by the admission that for pasfcyour.s tbo ages would only 
bo appro.ximalely slated, but tlial for the futnro tlio registra- 
tion of births would ensure accuracy ; that it was bettor to bo 
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approximately accurate for twelve 5 'ears than to throw over 
the entry of age in tolo for ever. 

19. It was urged that without some sucli entry it would 
bo impossible to know how many should bo j^oarly deducted 
from the non-adult and added to the adult population, there- 
by rendering comparison, if not impossible, certainly difficult. 
An abstract of the Census returns, grou]>ing children in their 
ages, could bo easily prepared by the enumerators in the 
yearly returns submitted.to .Government : cnch group com- 
pleting its twelve years would bo moved up to adults, after 
subtracting the registered deaths occurring before that time 
from the total. 

20. In reply, it was urged that such a process would not 
bo a light task ; that in many districts it would involve the 
examination of an enormous number of nominal registers ; 
that no mohurrir could bo trusted to do it with accuracy ; and 
that no covenanted officers could spare time to overlook such 
voluminous details ; and that, if done, the results would be of 
little or no value, for the reasons stated above, since .the 
registration of events itself could not be reliod on without 
examination on the spot. 

21. A considerable majority of the Committee were in 
favor of a triennial Census. Tho minority thought that if 
the ages of the children were not given in tlie first census, an 
annual Census was ncce.ssary, in order to check tho accuracy 
of the information registered ; that if a triennal Census only 
was taken, it would bo impossible to asceftaiu if the persons 
bound to inform had given correct information, or if,, when, 
correctly given, it had been properly and truly recorded.. ,If 
the.ages of the children were recorded in the first Census, the 
minority agreed to a triennial Census, or even at a longer 
interval. 

22. The majority considered that where a Magistrate and 
his Assistants were able to take an annual Census, they should 
certainly do so, .and that there was nothing in the rule to 
prevent it j 'but that where the proclaimed classes were 
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oxtromcly nnmcrous, it would bo impossible to carry out so 
great a work at such frequcntly-rceurrliig periods, and that, 
therefore, it was wiser to frame a general rule, so as to 
embrace the oxtronio cases, and to provide that a census should 
bo hiken evcr 3 -whcro at periods not exceeding three j’cars. 

23. The Committee have adopted goncrall}" tho agency 
selected b^’ Mr. Gubbins to collect and afford information. 
The services of tho putwaree for this purpose have, however, 
been dispensed with. Tlio multifarious duties of that official 
BO constantly' ncccssit.ato his absenco from his village or circle, 
as to render his being utilized impossible. It will be remem- 
bered tliat, for similar reasons, liis .agency in collecting and 
registering mortuary statistics has boon abandoned. 

24. Formerly, in the Agra District, engagements to give 
information on ccrt.ain indic.ated points were taken from head- 
men of villages, mid wives, and chowkeedars. It is now suf- 
ficient to direct such persons by”^ a rule to do so. This has 
been done by Rules 6-15. An infringement of them ren- 
ders tho parlies liable to tho penalties detailed in Section 4, 
Act VIII., 1870. 

25. The duties of tho persons bound to givo information, 
and tho manner and time at which it is to bo given, are, 
detailed in the above-noted rules. 

26. Those are b.ascd on the principles of those which have 
been found to work successfully' in Agra ; they rfro extremely 
sim))lo, and appear to require no explan.atory comment. 

27. Pregnancies, under Rules 6 and 7, must bo reported 
only in villages proved to be guilty of tho crime in its most 
aggr.avated form, and theso were defined to bo those villages 
where tho girl population is below 25 per cent. Information 
will be given to the chowkeedar by the family midwife. Rules 
6 to 14 provide for tho reporting of births, deaths, marriages, 
removals, and health of children up to a certain ago, and for 
preservation of tho body in certain cases. 

28. Rules 16 to 21 provide for tho registration of collected 
information. Tho registers proposed are : — ■ 
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(1) Of pregnancies. Tins, Avill bo kept at the Police Sta« 

tions. No abstract from it should be sent in.. It 
should be examined at the Police Station by inspect- 
ing officers only, and, should be kept private, as- 
registers of bad characters are directed to bo — 

(2) A register of midwives. ^ , 

(3) A register for .each vill.ago of all births, .deaths, marri- 

ages, and removals. _ 

(4) A quarterly return, abstracted from the, third register, 

will be submitted, through tho Dis'trict Superintendent 
of Police to the Magistrate. 

29. Tiie forms for these registers are contained in Appen- 
dices 0., D., E., F., Gr., attached to the suggested rules . 
(Appendix B.).* . 

SO. The object of submitting the abstract of the third . 
register in periods not less than quarterly is to admit of time , 
enough for births and deaths to accumulate, to enable a Ma- - 
gistrate to judge where suspicion may attach from unequal 
proportions of births and deaths in the sexes, or from fre- ‘ 
qucncy of deaths, or jiaucity of births of girls. 

31. Bale No. 21 provides that the District Supez'intend- 

ent of Police shall compile the returns of the various Police 
Stations into one for the district, and this shall be yearly 
submitted with his and tho Magistrate’s remarks, through 
the Commissioner and the Inspector-General of Police, for 
the information of Government. ■ 

32. Tho provonti\'e measures, or, in other words, the duties 
of the Police, are embodied in Rules 25 to 29. 

33. The' registration will bo kept up by- the Station-^yritcr ; 
lie will be supervised and chocked by the Officer in charge of tlio’ 
Station or the Special Inspector (sec p.ara. 38), or both; Tlieso' 
officers will also periodically visit villages and inspect children) 
and make all necessary inquixdcs into deaths, &c. 

34. In villages whore the non-.adult female' population is; 
below 25 per cent, of the whole, Uic Committoo consider that 


* Not printed. 
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Ihc bodies of all fomnlo children dvin<i under six months of 
ago should bo sent to the Civil Surgeon for examination. 

35. In other proclaimed vill.agos 3 this proeaution must also 
bo adopted if tho slightest suspicion exists that the death "n’as 
duo to foul means. 

36. In making inquiries, tho Police would bo generally 
guided by the Code of Criminal Procedure. The Committee 
consider that tho laws in force regarding the duties of the 
Police, supplemented by these simple rules, should be quite 
suflicicut to secure the gradual eradication of this crime. 

37. Tho conclusion arrived at by tho Committeo on tho 
])oint of extra Police is that they should only be quartered in 
localities where rosistanco to, or systematic disregard of, tho 
rules is proved to exist In such cases, the procedure under 
Section 14, Act V., 1861, may, in their opinion, bo followed. 
Tins Police would be located to ovorcorao resistance and en- 
force obedience to the orders, for tho systematic disregard of 
which their location was necessitated. 

oS. IVhen tho crime is so prevalent that the ordinaiy Police 
Force of tho district cannot cope with it in addition to their 
other duties, an officer with tho powers of an Inspector of Police 
should bo appointed to aid in carrying on tho duties of preven- 
tion and detection. This officcrisonly intended to supplement 
tho ordinary Police, and to perform the duties they are not 
able to do in addition to their own work. The Committee 
believe that enough Constables and officers can bo given from the 
reserve to aid this officer without entertaining more men. 

39. The Committee consider that wherever it is pi-oved to 
be necessary a Writer may bo entertained in tho Office of the 
District Supei'intendcnt of Police, to tabnlato tho statements 
of births, marriages, deaths, and removals. 

40. Tho Committeo also recommend that where extra 
work is very heavy for the number of proclaimed villages 
within tho jurisdiction of a Police Station, a small monthly 
remuneration should be made to tho officer whose duty it is 
to keep up tho register. 

4 
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41. Whoro it is fomid nccossary to locate extra Police on 
jicconnt of resistanco to or disregard of orders, the costsliould, 
tlio Committoe consider, bo recovered as provided by Act V., 
1861, for such cases. 

42. In other eases, it is proposed tliat each district ehouUl 
pay its own expenses. Tho BIngistrate should draw uj) an 
estiinatc of tho expenditure, and a list of villages debitablc 
with the cost. Tho charge per village should bo proportioned 
to tho number of proclaimed families in iL This should bo 
submitted to Government for sanetiou, on receipt of v.'hich, 
the Magistrate should call on villagers to pay through their 
hoadmon within a given reasonable period. Tho distribution 
of tho sum among licads of families should, as far as possible, 
be left to village custom. lYhero none exists, or the payors 
refuse or neglect to distribute tho amount ])ayablo, the Bla- 
gish’ato shall distribute over heads of families, and, in cases of 
default, collect as arrears of land revenue. 

43. As soon as tho percentage of girls exceeds forty of 
tho infant population, it should be cxon)ptcd from charges ; 
but Government should retain tho power of exempting any 
village, for any special reasons reported, which Government 
may consider sutficient. 

44. The following points have also received the attention 
of tho Committee. 

45. It will bo observed that tho rules practically, by 
relaxed and increased stringency, divide proolaimcd villages 
into two classes, — one in which tho pei’contago of girls is loss - 
than twonty-fivo of tho infant population ' ; the other in which 
the percentage is above twonty-fivo, but less than forty. . 

' 46. Exemption from the operation of tho rules does hot, 
however, necessarily follow when tho. girl population exceeds 
40 per cent. ; exemption from paymont of costs does follow. 
The object is the encouragement to reform, while a watch 
may still be continued to prevent a relapse to former guilt. 

47. The remuneration of .m'idwives was discussed. It 
was considered unadvisablo to, iutorfero with their present 
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oaviiinga by granting Uicm salaries ; but a judicious distribu- 
tion of small rewards, both to tbcm and to village cbowkcc- 
dars who bavo ^Yorkcd well, was tliorongbly approved. The 
Commitfeo did not, however, consider it desirable to lay 
down any definite rules on this point. It is impossible to 
anticipate the exact form or degree of good work which maj^ 
deserve a reward. The Committee, tliereforc, prefer leaving 
such c.ases to bo disposed of on the reports of j\Iagistratcs. 

48. It was agreed that the chowkeedar should not in pro- 
claimed villages bo a man belonging to the guilty class, or a 
connection of any person of th.at caste. It appeal's that some 
eases occur in which the illegitiinaio sons of Thakoors are 
appointed to that office. 

49. The Committee are of opinion that direct interference 
on the part of Government by curtailment of mai'riago ex- 
penses is unadvisable ; the fostering, however, of all efiforts 
made by the people themselves to reduce the present ruinous 
cost of marriages, is a subject which should bo distinctly im- 
pressed on all Division.al and District Officers. The imme- 
diate object is to save infant females. Questions relating to 
those marriages had best bo met and grappled with when the 
girls who have been saved arrive at a marriageable age. 

50. A proposal was submitted for the consideration of the 
Committee, regarding cases where the law fails to touch the 
father or mother of a young child who may have been killed 
by neglect or other moans under circumstances which leave 
no moral doubt of guilt. It was urged that in such a ease 
the law should be altered, so that the father should bo held 
guilty of having caused the death of the child unless he could 
prove his innocence, — that is, that the onus of proving inno- 
cence should bo laid on the father in the case of the death of 
an infant girl in one of the proclaimed clans. The majority 
of the Committee disapproved the proposal as opposed to 
principles of English criminal law. they doubted whether a 
legislative body would pass such an enactment, nor were they 
prepared to recommend one which placed the father at the 
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auol'cy of any person Laving access to the eliikl, L’lirtlior, 
tlioy considered that practically it was not requisite, for ox- 
poricnco has shown that infanticido can bo chocked satisfac- 
torily, or suppressed, witlioufc such a law. 

• 51. The rules suggested by the Committee to meet the 
requirements of Section 2, Act VIII. of 1870, are shown in 
Appendix B. . They wore finally drawn up by Messrs, Komp- 
son, E. Colvin, and BIcOonaghey (Iho latter having acted 
temporarily as Sccretai’y to the Conimittco during Bir. Lloyd’s 
unavoidable absence), and have received the approval of the 
Committee as embracing all points determined on by them 
and embodying their solutions ultimately adopted. 

From 0. A. Elliott, Esq , Offtciaimg Secretary to G over)} m cut, 
Forth- Western Provinces, to Officutino ISecretaey To 
Goveunsient of India, Home Department, dated the liih 
December, 1870. 

Kefebbinq to the correspondence on the subject of fe- 
male infanticide, ending with my letter to your address No. 
605A., dated 1st Juno last, I am directed to forward, for 
submission to Bis Excellency the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil, copy of tho Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
the rules to be framed under Section 2 of the Act (VIII. of 
1870) for the suppression of the crime. 

2. In paragraph 7 of my letter above quoted, His Excel- 
lency was advised of His Honor’s intention to appoint a Com- 
mittee, and a copy of the instructions which were issued for 
their guidance (No. 602 A., dated 1st Juno) is enclosed. 

3. It will be observed that the Committee were at first 
requested merely to prepare a set of rules such as would meet 
the requirements of tho case. Subsequently it was deemed 
advisable to lay before them for consideration the reports as to- 
the localities and clans to be proclaimed under Section 1, of 
the law, which District Officers wei'e called on in the Circular of 
the 1st June to prepare, and which were referred to in paragraph 
3 of the despatch from this office, No. 605A., of 1st June. 
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7. 'li:e> j-tjiirij l.'s V.lnrli iir.'.c fjiiji:,':! tli'' (Jov- rtii:iiMU III 
tVN riJitiiiiJj’ v.lii r-' i1;t* j>r<A i»j(iTin <if ;|ii' iu'.v '•honli! lr<* njipruil 
5:r,v !'•■■ 5 r!< 1!V ! !'» i ■' 0:1' It Isns tlint 

\-:hi'rc !!;f' j *■!* i- K );• r <•<•»{. (>f t!:i' 

itif:!!!':!'- f)X r< infuiitii'iiii* )■; 

Iti rJii’O*-!!!/; ''Ins Oii’ ■’''auninri!, tlio tiliji'ri to 

4 nU tif Tiii* rlnii-hml tiuiv he lnw, Imi it 

}- v-rl! ti<-l to .‘litit too Iti'Oi XiX iir-f. Hilt this s;:uif!nnl w.ns 
jit.t th.o ?(>!<> jjiiiiio, Ajipii'sl to vi!l:iOi>s with n .s'lr.ill ))opu!:i- 
t!4<ji tif t'!u!ilr<ti, it tr.i<;hl h'U'l t<» orroiiisotiK rur.chisioits. 
'Jhi nTon , in \i!!rio< :■> ih<> cliiM jidptilutiun was found 

to l>o jr;..s tliriu 2r» in nmnlxT, puilt 1ms not bomi pix’sunifd 
on tin* ftrcju'lh of ftatistics niono. In all rasos, and inoro 
f npet itd!)’ in lliu-o villap s of unull poptdation, wciolit Ims 
Ih'Cii f;ivcn to other contidcraliojis, such as tho j^rovaloneo 
of llio crinu' amogKt the satne clan in ntljolninj' villa^os or 
l>cr^ninnah«, tho huowlcdgo llmt it had boon connnitted by 
ntiy family on nny former occatiioti, and lastly, tho voico of 
fttina (l<imnur. 
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8. But though these are the principles ■which ha^’o heen 

followed in selecting how districts for proclamatiROon, it has , 
been determined that where repressive measures have^talready 
been enforced (for example,, in Agra, Allahabad and uhy'lyn- 
poory,) they should not at once be withdrawn, even thoiw 
the proportion of girls has advanced up to 40. per cent. die, 
reform may only have been partial, and it is important t’" hat. 
they should be watched in order to prevent a relapse into fori aier 
habits. Then, again, the standard of 40 is itself low. ' Fiirtl I’s icr, . 
it ■hull bo seen hereafter that the rules vary in their- sev^he irity' 
according to the degree of guilt, and that a proclaimed alan . 
with 40 per cent, of girls is- subject only to a mild surveilla aico 
unattended with expense. ' ' | ... ' 

9. The Lieu tenantr Governor has no hesitation in recifin^ om- , 

mending that all the clans and villages specified iii the, i to dis- 
triets given in the list be forthwith proclaimed. Mi/i . 

10. In anticipation that these proposals will be approj'. yecl, , 
His Honor has already issued a Circular to the Magistrate fe-is of 
the districts proposed to be proclaimed, calling upon tlnss Horn to . 
make arrangements during the cold weather for a c/rd, fareful' 
enumeration of the guilty classes under their immediate s Couiuper- , - 
vision and that of their subordinate Covenanted Assi^nsiddants. 

* No. .1455, dated 17th °opy of the Circular* is . enc/'HI. losed. 
November, 1870. enumeration, it will be pbs' erved, 

is not to be confined to those clans only of whose .guiltg Exc, there 
is no doubt, but will extend to others against whom suh a 0(spicion 
exists, the evidence as yet being insufficient, to projssuednounce . 
them innocent ■with reasonable certainty. It. was of iged. oriniary 
importance tliat no time should bo lost. I am to exWe at press a . 
hope that the action of the Government in this particnUoyid lar may, 
be approved. ' Ls dec ' 

11., I am now to offer a few remarks on the.seeoiiLports'd 
for His Excellency’s consideration, viz., the rules of renjctionnessiom 

12. As observed by the. Committee, tliey are exci Qjvcuedingly;.- 
simple, and seem to Sir W. Muir to have been drawn par? np' 'with 
care and judgment. " 
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13. The principal procfcical points which the Oominittco 
had to decide wore — (1) whether the proclaimed clans should 
or slioidd not , bo divided into two classes, as being more or less 
guilty, and with separate sots of repressive measures attached 
to each class ; (21 whether the repressive measures should bo 
carried out bj' special agency, or through the regular Police ; 
(3) what expenses should bo incurrod and how they should be 
borne. 


14. It is most important tliat the measures to bo intro- 
duced should bo atlondcd with as little expense to the people 
as possible, and that no unnecessary violence should bo done 
to their feelings. It was evidently with those objects in view 
that the Committee have determined that the agency for 
making the Census shall cost the people nothing; that regis- 
tration should be made by no specially paid officer, save in 
places where the crime is very rife; and that the surveillance 
to bo exercised should be that of the ordinary District Police, 
supplemented only by a special supervising officer in the tract 
most affected. Lastly, tlio extreme measure of imposing 
Extra Police is not to bo resorted to except in cases of resist- 
ance to, and systematio disregard of, the rules, and then only 
with the approval of the Local Government. 

15. The only distinction made between the more and loss 

guilty of the proclaimed clans, and 
the only rulo^ which might rea- 
sonably bo objected to as likely to bo offensive to the people, 
is that wdiich requires in certain cases that pregnancies shall 
be reported. His Honor considers that the Committee exer- 
cised a wise discretion in confining the observance of this rule 
to the classes most deeply stained with the crime whoso girls 
are under 25 per cent, of the child population. Murderers 
such as these are not entitled to much consideration on tho 
score of feeling. The rule, however, has been so framed as 
not to bo unnecessarily offensive. The family are not bound 
to report : tho medium of commnnication is first tho midwife 
and then the village Chowkeedar ; and the register of pregnau- 


* Rule No. 6 of Appendix B. 
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cios is to be n closed book save to inspecting ofiicers. It is 
possible, liowevov, Unit still more stringent rnlos^than tlioso 
may prove to bo necessary ; and where after proclamation, 
the crimo of infanlicido continues rife among any class or 
family, and tho proportion of girls does not rise above 25 per 
cent., the Local Government should have power to direct that 
every head of a proclaimed family shall bo personally bound 
to report every pregnancy at some period before the seventh 
mouth, and tho Lieutenant-Governor would draw tho rule in 
this sense. 

IG. Some ditForenco of opinion o.xisls in tlie Committee as 
to the form in which tho results of the Census are to be 
recorded, and eonsequently tho periods at Avhicli the enumer- 
ation is to be renewed. The majority decided in favour of 
tho simple form of procedure, which can bo adoj)tcd if attempts 
to ascertiain approximate ages be abandoned; but the views of 
both parties have been given in detail, and alternative rules 
have been framed to meet either proposal. 

17. Tho arguments on both sides arc clcarlj* expressed in 
paragraphs 14 to 23 of tho Committee’s Beport, .arid to those 
I am directed to invito particular attention. His Honor is 
inclined to agree with tho niujority; but procautionally, in 
case His Excellency should bo disposed to consider that the 
approximate ago ought to bo ascertained as far a^ possible, 
and that an attempt shouhl bo made to keep uj) such a village 
chronicle as that contemplatod by tho minorit 3 *, it has boon 
directed that in tho Census now going on ages shall bo trocorded, 

18. "Were it possible to fulfil, with tho available agoncj', 
the-schome which the minoritj’' would attempt, thorc^ could be 
no question of its desirability ; but it is apprehended tliat, if 
tho attempt were made at present, no great results would fol-' 
low, while, immense labour would be thrown on the hands of 
District Officers and their staff, which it is a great object to 
avoid. 

19. Ho attempt has been made to frame rules to prevent 
extravagant expenditure on marriages. Sumptuary restric- 
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tions can be best carried out by the people themselves, , and a 
mpveraent in that direction has ■ already commenced, as His 
Excellency will have seen from the public prints. It will be 
Sir W. Muir’s endeavour to foster this movement ; but it is 
rather to the system of registration of births and deaths and 
of periodical inspection and enumeration of children among 
the guilty classes, for which the Committee’s rules provide, 
that His Honor looks for the eradication of the inhuman 


custom. 

20. It has occurred to the Lieutenant-Governor to make 


In the event of the child horn being a girl, the 
Officer in charge of the Police Station, or an 
Officer of a grade not lower than Head Constable, 
shall proceed ns soon as possible after the birth 
to the village, shall call for and see the child, 
and warn the father not to neglect it. The father 
and the midwife shall be bound to produce the 
child when called on to do so by such Officer. 
The inspection shall be repeated as opportunity 
may occur. 


one addition to the 
rules as framed by 
the Committee. It 
is advisable that 
every female child 
should be inspected 
as soon after its 


birth as possible by an Officer of Government, ivho should 
warn the father of the consequences if he neglects it. The 
clause marginallj" noted should be added to Rule 10. 

21. For the rest, the rules are approved by the Lieutenant- 
Governor, and are commended to the consideration of the 
Supreme Government. 

22. I am to beg that early orders may be issued on this 
despatch, as the interests of humanity demand that no time 
should be lost. The rules may possibly require modification 
hereafter, and their working will be most carefully watched. 
They are so framed that every proceeding under them must 
be under the direct supervision of the Government. 


From A. Q. Hxjme, Esq., Officiating Secretary to Government 
of India, Home Department, to Officiatikg Secretary to 
Government, North-Western Provinces, dated IQth Febru- 
ary, 1871. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letters relating to female infanticide, and, in reply, to state 
3 14 
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that the Governor-General in Council sanctions the proposal 
to publish in the local Gazette, nnclor Section 1, Act VIII. 
of 1870, a Notification proclaiming the localities and clans 
mentioned in the list enclosed in your last letter. 

2. The Committee appointed to frame roles for the 
suppression of the crime in the North-Western Provinces 
has well performed the duly entrusted to it, and the rules 
prepared by it have been considered generally suitable. I 
am, however, to forward a momoi’andum*'' by the Legislative 
Department, with a copy of the rules finally sanctioned by 
the Government of India. It will bo soon that there c.sists 
some little diffcrcuco between those rules and those drawn 
up by the Committee, and I am to state that, in order to save 
time and avoid the necessity of making a further reference to 
the Local Government, Iho rules have been modified according 
to the remarks made by tho Legislative Dcj)avtmcnt; and 
His Excolloncy in Council hopes that this course will be ap- 
proved by His Honor tho Lieutenant-Governor. 

3. Although certain omissions have been made from tho 
rules submitted by tho Committee, yet nothing has beeh 
otherwise changed, and nothing has been added, of wliich 
His Honor is likely to disapprove. Tho omissions suggested 
by the Legislative Department refer, for tho most part, to 
matters of no groat importance, which can probably bo pro- 
vided for sufficiently by executive orders. If, liowever, any 
alterations of the rules now sanctioned, or additions thereto, 
be thought necessary ,_it will of course be open to tho Lieuten- 
ant-Governor to propose them. 

4. The proceedings taken by the Lieutenant-Governor in 
anticipation of the .promulgation of the necessary rules, and 
reported, in paragraph 10 of your letter of the 14th Decem- 
ber, are approved. I atn to add that His Exeellency in 
Council concurs in the views expressed by His Honor in 
paragraphs 16 to 18 of that communication... 


* Not printed. 
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no ME Depart 31 ENT. 

The lO^/t February^ 1871. 

No. 806. — His Excclloiicy the Gfovcrnor-Gcnoral in Council 
has been pleased to confirm the following rules made by tho 
Licutenajit-Govcrnor of tho North-Western Provinces in the 
exercise of the power conferred on him by Act VIII. of 1870 
(for tho prevention of tho murder of female infants) and of 
every other power enabling him in this bclialf : — 

1. A Census shall bo taken of tho whole adult and non- 

adult population of the proclaimed clans, tribes or 
families, in the proclaimed tracts or villages. 

2, The Census shall bo made by tho Collector, who will 

employ Putwarees, Bukshees of Chowkeedarj, Abka- 
reo Mohnrrirs, ifcc., &c,, under the superintendence of 
Peshkars and Tehseeldars, controlled by Covenanted 
and Uncovonanted Officers. It will be conducted 
ordiu.arih’ during tho cold season, when District Offi- 
cers on tour will bo able to exercise a thorough super- 
vision over the subordinates emploj-ed in making the 
enumeration. 

5. The annexed Form (A) shall be uniformly adopted for 
such Census. 

4. Copies of the Census Eeturns, when finally tested, shall 

bo kept at the Tehseel, at tlie Police Station, and at 
the office of the District Superintendent of Police. 
There shall be a separate return for each village, and 
tlieso ullage returns shall be bound up according to 
Pergunnahs for deposit in the Tehseels, and, according 
to Police circles of jurisdiction, for deposit at tho 
Police Stations. 

5. This Census shall be repeated at periods not less than 

one year, and not exceeding three years. 

G. Tlie heads of families in proclaimed tracts or classes 
shall report all deaths, births, and marriages to the 
chowkeedar. 
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7. 'All head-men of proclaimed villages,, or of villages in 
„ •which proclaimed clans reside, shall be bound to 
assist in enforcing any rules made for any of the 
folio-wing purposes 

For making and maintaining registers of births, mar- 
riages, and deaths occurring in the proclaimed dis- 
trict, or in or among the proclaimed class, family or 
persons ; and for making, from time to time, a Census 
■ of such persons, or of any other persons residing 
within such district. 


8 . 


9. 


10 . 


11 . 


For prescribing how and by whom information shall ho 
given to tho proper officers of all births, marriages 
^and deaths occurring or about to occur, in such dis- 
jtricts, or in or among such class, family or persons. . 


Ohowkeedars of proclaimed villages or clans shall 
report at the Police Station , all births, deaths, mar- 
riages, arrivals, and removals occurring in the pro- 
claimed families or clans. In the event of the child 
born being a girl, the officer in charge of the Police 
Station, or an officer of a, grade not lower than Head 
Constable, shall proceed as soon as possible .after the 
birth to the village, shall call for and see the child 
and warn the father not to neglect it. The inspection 
shall bo repeated as opportunity may occur. 

When a pregnant female belonging to a proclaimed 
family is removed from the village, the chowkeedar 
shall at once give intimation at the Police Station- of 
her removal, and the place to which she has been 
removed. 

When a pregnant woman is brought into a proel.airaed 
village, the chowkeedar will be bound to inform the 
Police of her arrival, and of the place from which she 
came. 

The chowkeedar shall also report at the Police Station 
all pregnancies in proclaimed villages or families 
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where the percentage of girls to the non-adult popu- 
lation is under twenty-five. 

■ 12. The following events shall be reported by the chowkee- 
dar immediately : — ■ 

(a.) — Births of female cliildren. 

(5.) — Deaths of female children under six months of 
age. 

(c.) — Removals and arrivals of pregnant females, other 

* When required by llule deaths, arrivals and re- 
1 1 to be reported. movals, and all preg- 

nancies^’ and marriages, shall be reported at the ordi- 
nary visit of the chowkeedar to the Police Station. 

13. In proclaimed villages the chowkeedar must not be 

either a relation, connection, or of the same* caste as 
any of the proclaimed families. 

14. When the crime is so prevalent, and the number of 

tlie proclaimed villages so great, that the ordinary 
establishment of the district cannot cope successfully 
with it, an officer, with -the powers of an Inspector 
of Police, for carrying out measures for prevention 
and detection, may, with the sanction of the Local 
Government, be appointed for a district, or a certain 
portion of a district, as circumstances may direct. 

15. Extra Police, under Act V. of 1861, shall not be 

imposed except on proof of determined persistence in 
the crime, or systematic disregard of the rules, and 
only then on the special report of the District Officers, 
submitted through the usual authorities, and sanc- 
tioned by the Local Government. 

16. The officer in charge of a Police Station shall be 

required to go to the spot and make inquiries in case 
of death or other suspicious occurrence ; to supervise 
the Mohurrir and see that his registers are accurately 
kept, and the necessary returns submitted ; and to 
take every opportunity of checking the information 
given at the Police Station by local inquiry in person. 
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He should also periodically visit the proclaimed vil- 
lages, and inspect the children. He shall report at 
once any event of importance which may occur in his 
circle. 

17. The duties of the Special Inspector will he those ordina- 

rily performed by the Police. 

18. A register of midwives in proclaimed villages shall be 

kept at the Police. Station. 

19. Registered midwives shall not be retained in Govern- 

ment employ, but Magistrates and District Superin- 
tendents of Police will report cases in which they 
consider rewards, should be given to them, . 

20. The midwife shall report immediately to the chowkee- 

dar the fact of a female child’s birth in a proclaimed 
jfamily, and, in case of its de.ath prior to the comple- 
itibn of her services, the fact of death. 

21. All expenses incurred in working the system sanctioned 

by Act VIII.' of 1870 shall be borne by the pro- 
j claimed, clans and families, and shall be recoverable 
■ as arrears of land revenue, provided that, when the 
percentage of girls in any proclaimed village or elan 
esce.eds forty, it shall at once be exempted from any 
share in such expenses. . - , 

22. Each district shall be.ar its own expenses. ' Tho^Iagis- 

trafce shall first submit' an estimate of .expenditure 
likely to be incurred in his district, with , a list of 
villages (with the number of heads of families in 
each) which he considers should be called upom/to 
contribute. On receiving the Government sanctifon, 
he shall then proceed to distribute the total expendi- 
ture amongst the different villages in proportion to u,he 
■ number of heads of families, in each, and these hea^jds 
of families shall re-distribute according to villaije 
custom. If no , custom exists, or if the heads of fami- 
lies refuse to apportion the expenses amongst the my 
selves, the, Magistrate shall do so by number of head^t 
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of families. The cost of extra Police shall be borne 
bj’' the villages on which thoj'^ have been quartered. 

23. In all proclaimed villages, where the proportion of 

girls to the non-adult population is under 25 per cent., 
the midwife shall report, through the ehowkeedar, 
every pregnancy among the proclaimed families at 
some period pidor to the birth. When the fact of 
pregnancy is marked by anmoreremony, the report 
shall be concomitant with thsncyiremony. If, after 
proclamation, the proportion of^girls does not rise to 
more than 25 per cent., the Lieutenant-Governor 
may direct that every head of a proclaimed family 
shall be personally bound to report every pregnancy 
at some period before the seventli month. 

24. Pregnancies need not be repori in those proclaimed 

tracts or villages where the proportion of girls to the 
child population is above 25 per cent. 

25. A register of pregnancies in the Form (B) hereto 

annexed shall be kept up for all villages in which they 
are directed to be reported. No abstracts from these 
registers will be submitted. 

-26. A register of births, deaths, marriages, arrivals and 
removals occurring in the proclaimed families or elans 
shall be kept up for each proclaimed village at the 
Police Station to which it belongs in the Form (0) 
attached. 

27. Abstracts from these registers shall be prepared quar- 

terly by the Police Officer in charge of them, and 
shall be submitted by tire officer in charge of the 
Police Station to the District Superintendent of Police 
in the Form (D) annexed. 

28. The District Superintendent of Police shall 'have the 

abstracts required under Pule 27 collated in his office, 
and shall submit the annual results through the Ma- 
gistrate, Commissioner of Division, and Inspector- 
General of Police, for the information of Government. 
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29, If, on tlve occasion of a fresli Census, it sTiould appear 

to the Magistrate that any village or clan had reform- 
ed, he should report the circumstance to the Local 
Government, recommending its removal from the 
proclaimed list, and await orders. 

30. Any percentage of girls to the child population exceed- 

ing forty should ordinarily, but not necessarily, be 
the ground f’oBrecommending removal from the pro- 
claimed lis^idwi^ 
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TROVINf'ES. 

1. ir.i:n C. A. Kl.t-iorr. E?Q., C t-xminu S’Cntan; fa Cf?'rr;i- 

Avr.'/f- HV/.v-.'i J'i'oviti' . to ih^ MAOisTliATi:,^ ofj'tlf- 

fr::!.' pi'i'CloiriVtl iir.ifrr tfif hifoiititxil-' Ad. 2So. oOli.-l., \ Ult 
;./.:rr.S E 

Ik cftnliiiuritK.n nf my Ciroiil.'ir No, I J'iaA., 

17th Novcmh -r, 1S70. titi'I nth't-<|ttcjji com-'pontlciico. I :im 
titr/ r!- J !•-> you thrit Hh I’>Kr'’i!i':i<'y the Vicoruy nml 

(iilVenior-Cett' r.i! iti Cotttti'il jin< ili*' prnjxi'ril of 

(hh ftr’V.'ni:’.t''!t! to proi'-nim th*' hte.ilith ' firin'-' in yotir 
Di-tri'-l t.p 'citi'*;! iti Apjinniiix A. of tiif tihovc Cirfiilrtr. tiiid 
iir,‘ n','- » eotifirini' i, ivitli rcrtriin nioJislcrition-, tilrt Riilc^ 
inrlff H'Tth'n '1 of .\c'. \ III. of )-S70 for thf Fnpjirf 'i- 
fift; <if fi'ninle itiftnitifiile. In ri'.n*-'*-.jnt'nc(’ of liii*-', n NoR- 
fstTAf! frotti 'vitich t« Iia’: tiii*; riny boon 

if'ijf-! fir ]'t;!<i)r;i;:on iti {h‘..> I.ocnl fl.i.*/ tie. lieciarin" thnt 
jn- re ttr.*' for {ircvt-ntion of tI:o critno will he t.'ihcii npain'f 
"iiilty fhc-i -'j utni I ntn fi-f.v to n llint yoti will take 
ins;:}': , I !:;(/■ s-t/j- to "!vo olTect to tlie Rnlo:;, 
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3. As regards tlio Rules tliemselves, I am to observe as 
follows : — 

(a.) Rules 1 to 5 inclusivo relate to the census and mode of 
taking it. His Honor trusts that the instructions convoyed 
in paragrapli 4 of iny letter of tho 17th Roveinbcr have 
already boon carried out, and that tho statistics for filling up 
tho Register in the Form A, attached to tho Rules are now 
available. You will observe that Form A. differs from tho 
Form Appendix C.‘, forwarded to you with my letter of the 
17th November, in the omission of tho columns for tho “ap- 
proximate age” of minoi^, and in tho addition of columns 
showing separately whctller tho male and female .adults are 
married or single. It also shows more clearly fwhat was, 
however, the original inteation of Appendix C.,) that the 
Register is to be a nominal one, giving tho name of every 
member (not tho numuers only) of the proclaimed family. 
You are requested to report if any difficulty is experienced in 
filling up this form from the retnrns already collected. 

(h.) Rule 5 provides for tho periodical renewal of tho 
census. On tho submission of the Annual Report contem- 
plated by Rule 28, you will state j'our opinion as to the neces- 
sity for a fresh census, which ordinarily will be made only 
triennially. 

(c.) Rule 6 defines the duties of heads of proclaimed 
families ; 7, the duties of headmen ; and 8 to 13, inclusive, the 
duties of chowkeedars. These are very simple and require 
no comment. 

(d.) Rule 14, provides for the appointment of a special 
officer to supervise the measures of repression where the 
crime is very prevalent, and the number of the proclaimed 
villages so great that the ordinary district establishment can- 
not cope sucoessfully with it You are requested to consider 
whether any. such officer is necessary in your district. If he 
is appointed, bis salary will form part of the expenses of- 
working the system of repression and will be, borne by the 
proclaimed clans and families. - It is His Honor’s wish that 
the guilty classes should be put to as little expense as possible, 
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and in submitting any proposal of the kind yon will keep 
this object in view. 

(c.) Rule 15 permits the imposition of extra Police under 
certain circumstances. The Government will require full 
proof of persistence in the crime on the part of the offenders 
and of systematic disregard of the Rules before this extreme 
measure is resorted to. 

(f.) Rule 16 states the duties of officers in charge of 
Police-stations,' one of which, it will be observed, is “ to 
supervise the Mohurrir and see that his Registers are accu- 
“rately kept, &c.” The person employed as Mohurrir will 
bo the writer ordinarily entertained at a Police-station. It 
will devolve upon him to keep up all the proscribed Registers. 

, Where tlie additional duty so imposed is excessive, he may 
receive, with the sanction of Government, an extra allowance 
to be fixed by the Magistrate and District Superintendent of 
Police in communication with the Commissioner and Inspec- 
tor-General of Police. A rule to this effect was submitted 
for the approval of the Supreme Government, but was struck 
out apparently, because it was thought that an executive order 
would be sufficient. The Inspector- General of Police will be 
requested to issue the necessary instructions to give effect to 
the wishes of Government in this respect, and to define gene- 
rally the way in which the Police are to carry out the new 
duties entrusted to them. In estimating the expense of 
working the Act, you will provide for the necessary stationery 
and the extra allowance which it may be found necessary to 
give to the Police-station writers on the conditions above 
laid down. 

(g.) Rule 18 enjoins the preparation of a Register of 
midwives to be kept up at the Police-station. This should 
be prepared as soon as possible, and from time to time tested 
. as opportunity may occur. It should bo explained to them 
that any disregard of the orders laid down in Rules 20 and 
23 will render them liable to imprisonment and fine. If after 
the experience of some months yon find it advisable, you are 
'.at liberty to apply for an annual sum to be defrayed like other 
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expenses by the proolaimecl villages, and to bo disbursed in 
rewards to such midwives as have done good servico in put- 
ting down the crime or bringing it to light. Similar rewards 
may also bo given to chowkeodars for special service. But 
this Imi'dly requires to bo provided for now. 

{Ji.y Rules 21 and 22' sufliciontly explain themselves. 
Your estimate of expenditure should bo carefully and econo- 
mically framed and submitted for approval tlirougli the Com- 
missioner and Inspector-General of Police as soon as possible. 

(i.) Rules 23 and 24 are very important. You will ob- 
serve that the only distinction made between the more and 
less guilty of tho proclaimed clans is as regards the report of 
pregnancies. Ro such ropm't is required in those tracts or 
villages where the proportion of girls to the child population 
is abovo 25 per cent. In those localities whore tho proportion 
is below 25 per cent., tho midwife and cliowkeedar arc both 
bound to report, and if after proclamation tbcporcentago does 
not rise,- power is given to the Local Govornment to declare 
the heads of tho proclaimed families personally bound to 
report, To avoid unnecessary offence, it was detormined that 
the Register of pi'ognancics should bo a closed book save to 
inspecting officers, and you are i-cqucsted to sec that this Rnlo 
is strictly observed. The form for the Register of pregnan- 
cies is prescribed in Rule 25. 

(j.) Rules 26 and 27 require that abstracts of the Regis- 
ters of births, deaths, marriages, arrivals and removals, should 
be submitted quarterly to tho office of the District Superinten- 
dent of Police, where they will be carefully examined and 
collated under Rule 28. Should any clerical assistance he 
I’equired, you should provide for the salary of a cleric in the 
estimate required hy Rule 22, but the charge will be admitted 
only if good and sufficient cause is shown. ; 

{k.) Rule 28. The annual report should he submitted 
through the prescribed channels: at the close of the financial 
year beginning from 1871-72. 

{1.) Rules 29 and 30 provide for the removal from the 
■proclaimed list of a village or 'clan which is shown to have 
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reformed. In no sueli case should the Rules be relaxed with- 
out .sanction. Provision is not made for the exemption of a 
famil_y living in a guilty village or belonging to a guilty clan, 
in-which the proportion of girls to boj’s or the recent birth of 
a girl saved alive might bo sufficient to prove that it has 
abandoned the practice. It is, however, believed that innocent 
are sometimes found intermixed with guilty families. Such 
cases should therefore bo carefully investigated, and it wilt be 
for you to dctermino whether they should not be exempted 
from the operation of any or all the Rules. Especially would 
it bo proper to relax in such a family the Rule for reporting 
pregnancies. It should bo felt bj’’ those concerned that any 
sign of improvement in tho careful preservation and nurture 
of a female infant will henceforth entitle the family to every 
consideration. 

4. It was the intention of the Infanticide Committee to 
make a Rule directing that tho body of every deceased female 
infant under six months of age should be forwarded by the 
Police to tho Civil Surgeon for examination in the case of all 
villages or clans where tho percentage of girls of the pro- 
claimed classes is under 25 per cent., and that a similar pro- 
cedure should bo adopted in all cases of suspicious death even 
if tho percentage of girls is over 25. The Rule was, however, 
considered beyond the purview of the Act, and lias accord- 
ingly been struck out. But it is possible to seem-e the object 
desired by an executive ox’der. His Honor is therefore pleased 
to direct (1) that the death of every female infant under six 
months of ago in a proclaimed family shall be considered pri- 
tnd facie sudden and suspicious, and sufficient to justify an in- 
quest being held on tho spot by the officer in charge of the 
Police-station, in tho manner prescribed by Section 161 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code; (2) that unless the result bo 
entirely to clear tho case from suspicion, the body be for- 
W’arded for examination to the Civil Surgeon. 

5. The powers vested in you by Section 6 of the Act -of 
dealing with neglected children will; it is hoped, be judiciously 
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7. After tlio 23rd February we were occupied in testing 
and correcting the returns. Then came the Hurdwar fair, 
the preparations for and the management of wliicli took up a 
considerable portion of my time ; and soon after I Jiad returned 
to tbo station in the mid<Uo of April, and bad commenced to 
go through the returns and to draw up my report, Mr. Lniciman 
got a bad attack of fever, and I was obliged for a time to take 
up some of his w'ork, and to put aside the census papers. 

8. The mode iu which the census was taken is this: An 
enumerator, generally a Putwaroe, was stationed in each 
village, or if tho villages were small and ne.ar together, two 
villages were given to each enumerator. These villages were 
then arranged in circles, one official being placed over each 
circle, and these circles again were grouped into larger 
circles Avhich were made over to tho Tchsecldars, Peshkars, 
and cauoongoes. Tho census was taken simultaneously 
throughout tho district on the night of the 23rd February, 
and on the next day tho officers in charge of circles com- 
menced to tost and correct the Putwarees’ returns. The 
whole of the returns wero then tested as far as possible by 
myself and Mi\ Tidy. Tho number of villages in which tho 
census was taken is — 


Tehseel Saharunporo 

• •• 

• • « 

... 123 

,, Deobund 

• • • 

• • • 

... 130 

,, Roorkee 

... 

• * • 

... 93 

. „ Rukoor 


• • • 

Total, 

... 268 

... 614 


9. None of the clans whose names were sent up with 
my letter, dated 27th Juty, 1870, have yet been pro- 
claimed ; and 1 am now glad that the Government did not 
move the Supreme Government to proclaim generally the 
Goojurs, Jats, and Rajpoots in the four Tehseelees of this dis- 
trict, for I will honestly allow that the returns I sent in last 
year were not so accurate as they should have been. I took 
all the pains I could to obtain correct returns ; . but the sea- 
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sou of llio year was against me. I was quito new to tlio dis- 
tinct, and I was not acquainted eitlior witli the men with 
■whom I liad to worlc, or with any of the villages in which 
enquiries had to ho made. 

10. Appended to this report are returns showing the 
names of the villages in which and the castes by whom girl 
murder is practised beyond a doubt, and which, I would re- 
commend, should bo proclaimed. There is a separate return 
for each caste. This plan brings the results of the census as 
reg.ards each caste under one view, and is a better plan, I think, 
than that of arranging the villages Tehseelwar without refer- 
ence to the castes. 

11. The castes or clans, which have been enumerated are — • 
(1) Pooreer Rajpoots ; (2; Other Rajpoots; (3N Goojurs ; 
(4^ Jats; (5) Tuggns; (6) Kolecs. Each of these will 
be treated separately. But before entering into details, I 
must express mi' belief tliat infanticide, though it certainly 
is practised in this district, does not prevail to the extent 
■udiich it does in the western districts of these Provinces. The 
Rajpoots are a very inferior set of men here to those one 
meets in Mynpooiy, Joimporc, and Oudh. There are no 
Rajpoots of noble family in this district, .and many of them 
who call themselves Chouhans, Ponwars, &c., belong in realit}' 
to lower clans, or are altogether spurious R.ajpoots. SJany, 
too, have been converted to Mahomeclanism, and havo 
more or less relinquished old customs and prejudices. The 
most guilty clan in the district is the Pooreer Rajpoots; 
but, judging from the result of my enquiries and from the 
census returns, I do not think that infanticide is practised 
largely by other castes and chans, and I am borne out in this 
opinion by the reports of Mr. Spankie, who, when he was 
Collector here, wrote expressing doubts as to whether infan- 
ticide prevailed at all in this district, and it is not at all 
probable that the practice should have increased since his 
time. 

12. The following table shows the number of each caste 
which it is proposed to bring under the operation of the Act. 

4 2 
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The detail of these Mbuzahwar will be found in the lists ap- 
pended to this report : — 



Number 

of 

Tillages. 

Total . 
minors. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Fercon- 

tage. 

1. Pofireer Rajpoots, 

,64 

4,257 

■ 2,993 

1,264 

31 

2. Other Rajpoots ... 

18 

719 

627 

192 

26 

3. Goojurs 

137 

9,149 

. 6,-379 

2,770 

SO 

4 Jilts ■ ... 

16 

.1,125 

772 

353 

31 

6. Tufrgas 

6 

. 1,520 

1,108 

412 . 

27 

6. Kolees 

1 

212 . 

155 

67 

27- 

Total 

242 

■ 

. 16,982 

. 

11,934 

5,048 , 

29-7. 


The actual number of villages in which the above castes 
reside is 235 ;'but- where two or more castes reside in the 
same village the name of the village is shown iu two or more 


~6f the detailed statements. 

13. You will, no doubt, notice'that occasionally in the state- 
ments families have been entered either whose percentage of 
girls to boys is up to 40 per cent., dr whose minor population 
is under 25. This has been done .when from local enquiry 
it appeared, beyond doubt that the family or families are 
in the habit of committing girl-murder. The list of villages', 
proposed to be proclaimed has been drawn up, not only upon 
the results shown by the census, but upon separate enquiries: 

. When the population is very small it would be impossible to 
draw any accurate conclusions from the census papers only; 
but when the figures are borne out by. general repute and 
special enquiry, (here can be no doubt about the guilt of the 
parents, and in such cases the families have been entered iii 
the lists. 

14. Pooreer Rajpoots . — These Rajpoots say that they 
derived the name of “ Pooreer” from “ Pooi-eree,” a town 
in the south of India from whence they came four or five 
hundred years ago. A few families are to be found in the 
Roorkee and in the southern portion of the Nukoor Tehseels, 
but their two great colonies are in the Deobuhd and Saha- 
runpoor Tehseels. In the former they reside in a group of 
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villages bordering on the l\[oozu(rorungnr District called the 
“ Kntlia,” and in the latter in villages more or loss scattered 
lying to the north and north-west of the oily of Saharunpore. 

15. The inhabitants of the “ Kutha,” of whom the Pnor- 
cer Kajpoots form r. largo majority, aro a tnrl)ulont, Ironble- 
gomo set and notorious thieves and cattlc-lifiors ; and there 
can bo no doubt that infanticide is practised in the “Ivallia,” 
to a greater extent than in any other portion of the district. 
There arc certain villages, .such as Mnheshpoor, Shimlana, 
Bhaila-al-khoonl, Bhaila-al-kulan, Ao.,itc., in which it is well 
known that the Rajpoot-s commit girl-mnrder, and the results 
of the census fully bear out the.so rojiorts. Tho village of 
Shimlana, which is one of the largest and one of the worst 
villages, is inhabited by both Poorccr and other Rajpoots. 
Out of a minor Poorccr population of 278, there aro only 
28 girls, and among the other Rajpoots there arc 11 boys and 
no girls at all I In Bhaila-al-khoord the figures aro G girls to 
80 boysj in IMiaila-al-kulan 25 girls to 75 boys, and in Ma- 
licsliporc 42 girls to 112 boys. 

IG, Tho Poorcers residing in tho other portions of tho 
district have not sneh a bad reputation as the “ Katlia ” 
Poorcers, but yet it is quite certain that tho whole clan 
practise infanticide more or loss. Sloradnnggnr, Bhulsooa, 
Rsaporo, Bhojawala, Bnhera kulan, arc always spoken of as 
bad villages. In i\Ioradnuggur tho number of Poorccr 
girls is llireo against 24 boy.s, and of other Rajpoots girls, 
one againstoight boys. Tho percentage of all Rajpoot girls to 
boys is only 11. 

17. Of/icr Jlajpoots . — Ttio other clans of Rajpoots aro — 
Birbhns, Jaitbul, Kour, Blmrnddwaj, Chonhan, Tonouz, 
Guhlot, Jatoo, Gulercw.ala, Mundnlmr, Bhntteo, Brihur, 
Rackwar, Nadloy, Suro.vey, Suradhnab, Sunial, Ponwar, 
Rawut, Botnab, Nain Bunskot, Beowal, Bourdab, Burkhali, 
Tonwur, Kanebdban, Bbatoo, Busrob, Suroba, Rughbunsee, 
Knell waba, Dubooyab, Chokur, Gour, Jhotwab, Burgoojur, 
Gorah, Ladoo, Ragrop. 
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,18. lliijpoots live in scattered families in most parts of 
the district. Tlioro aro voiy few villages in which they rc- 
sido in any numbers, nor is there any group of, villages 
inhabited by any one chin exclusively. They aro, as I said 
before, generally an infcj'ior class of J.lajpools, and numbers 
of them have been converted to hlahomodanism, Tlu!3'’aro to 
bo found in greatest numbers in Tohscel Deobund. There 
ai'o a few in Tehsoel Saharunpuor. But in Tchscels Kukoor 
and Roorkeo their numbers aro very small. Infaulieide is 
not practised by them to any great extent. TIio most guilty 
families live in the same villages with Pooreor Ihijjjoots. 
Out of 83 villages in which the census was talceii 1 liavo 
selected only Itl for proclamation. In all the othcr.s either the 
number of the minor population is so ssiiall that on the census 
rotunis alone it is impossible to come to any fair eonehision, 
or else the percentage of girls to boys is high, and there aro 
no grounds for susj)icion. 

19. Goojut's . — Goojurs reside in largo mimbers tbrongb- 
ont the district, bnt they mnster strongest in Tolisecl Kukoor 
in Pcrgiinnnbs Isukoor and Gungob, whero the whole pojni- 
lation may bo said to bo Goojurs. Tho census has been 
taken in no less than 391 viil.agcs, thus — 

Plindoo Goojurs ... ... ... 369 

Maliomcdan Goojurs ... ... ... 16 

Goojurs and other castes ... ... 6 

- Total ... 391 

and out of these I have entered 137 in the list to ho pro- 
claimed. Of these — 

22 aro in Sabarunporo Tohseol. 

, 34' „ Deobund 

23 „ Eoorkeo ,j, 

58 ,, Nukoor 

. .137. ' 

Ho Mahomedan, Goojurs aro included ia tho above. 
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20. The most guilty villages arc — 





i « 



nmHi 

rergunimli. 

Villngc. 


rr-S 

.11 

tn 

c 

H 

s i 

O 




r-i C. 






Ku'hvTA 


lOt) 

mm 

29 

15 

Salmninpoor ... < 


Nawnbans .. 

Ucctv.a 

... 

aa 

49 


15 

12 

IG 

21 

( 


StlhtjKA 


ESI 

09 

32 

21 

Fyznbail ... 

'ruloliul ... 


.'K'l 

29 

G 

17 

Deobuiid ... 

ljiib.ii)pu.ar 


(iO 

52 

14 

21 

f 

Itiimptior klip.a 


7.S 

68 

16 

20 

I^anipoor * 


Oomaluo 

*** 

£0*2 

162 

50 

22 


Jiiiuli'lira Sluimacpoor 

... 

Jl'iO 

129 

31 

19 

KnRiil ... ^ 

Sliirpnor 

... 

ISl 

02 


22 

Climitid.aUheree 


40 

rj5 

HQ 

12 

dow.Tlnaoor ... 

Ahrda Mulnirnutpoor 


as 

£3 


18 



Miilolimmpoor 

... 

•10 

30 

10 

22 



Aiiilililifrto ... 

«4« 

f.5 

41 

11 

20 

Munplour ...^ 


EuI:)i(i(L'C ... 


f.5 

44 

11 

20 



SicuniiiTpoor... 


30 

P.O 

G 

lOJ 



... 


31 

25 

6 

16 

Kitpftwnli ... 


Unmit-Uturce ... 
Salrlipiior 

• 4. 

98 

105 

22 

C 

23 

21 

21 

Siiliniipour ... 


1 p'.udpoor ... 

• « . 

62 

•11 

II 

21 

r 

Uifliunpoor ... 


40 

no 

10 

22 

Ktikoor ... 

1 

Diiiikte 


141 

1U6 

.39 

27 


lUiola M ii7.rah 

• «< 

C8 

49 

19 

27 


L 1 Cliaiuir 


91 

75 

19 

20 

GlUlRotl ... ■ 


.t.aiidUhtra 

Miinnbr.a 


1C5 1 
90 

I IM 
73 

47 

23 

28 

24 


In many villages in Pergnnnah Kampoor, notably in Rain- 
poor Iclias and Jundchra Shinnaspoor, sickness lasted A-oin 
.September till February, and the number of deaths from fevor 
and pneumonia vas very largo. In Jnmlchra Shumuspoor 
alone, out ofa population of 1,570 no loss than 300 died. This 
mortality no doubt afl'oeted the census returns, and very pro- 
bably' caused some villages to appear more guilty of infanti- 
cide than is really the ease. I have no reliable figures from 
Avhieh to show that more girls died than boys. But wq 
know that in villages where infantieido is practised loss care 
is taken of the girls than of the boys, and that therefore 
the girls arc weaker and more sickly, and more apt to 
succumb to fever and other dangerous diseases. Lloreovor, 
when the mortality was greatest, 1 used to hoar that the 
number of girls dying was very groat. But though this 
mortality may have reduced the porportion of girls to boys 
in some villages, it would not, of course, account for such an 
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immense disproportion as we find in Oomaliee (girls 50, boys, 
152), in Jundehra Simmaspoor (girls 31, boys 129), &c., &c- 
21. Jdts . — No very strong, suspicion rests against tbe 
J&ts in'tbis district. The census was taken in 48 villages, 
and out of these lhave selected 16 for proclamation. Of these 
3 are in the Roorkee, and 13 in the Nukoor Tehseel.- 
There are no suspected or guilty villages in the Sahariihpoor 
and Deobund Tehseels. The worst villages are — 


Pergiinnah. 

Village. 

1 Minor 
population. 

1 i 

. Boys. 

Girls. 

Percen- 

tage. 

Sirsawah ... 

, 

Jubheerun . ... 

j 

195 

1S6 

69 

. 30 . 

t' 

1 

1 Bordhee 

66 

47 

19 

29 

1 

Nukoor ... ■{ 

Sukurtal 

121 ' 

90 

31 

26 

I 

, 1 

“Kuthoree 

{ 

41 

39 

2' ' 

. 6 


The J&ts, as a rule, are well-behaved, industrious class, and 
good cultivators. • 

22. Tuggas and Kolees.— When the returns were sent 
up to Government in June last Tuggas and Kolees were 
entered among the guilty classes, but I omitted to mention 
that the villages which I proposed to proclaim were situated 
in the Deobund Tehseel only. In the statement no “Tugga” 
or “ Kolee” villages were entered under the Roorkee, Saha- 
runpore, and Nukoor Tehseels. But I admit that I should 
have brought this to notice in my report. Subsequently I 
reported that, from further enquiries made by me, there was 
no reason to suspect the ‘‘Tuggas” and “Kolees” of in- 
fanticide. And in reply to this report I received a letter 
from the Officiating Secretary to Government, dated 14th 
March, 1871, desiring me to send in a detailed account of 
the result of my investigations with the guilt of these tribes 
with my report on the census of the other classes, ordered in 
Government letter No. 1455A. of the 17th November, 1870. . 

. 23. My statements, therefore, regarding these tribes have 
been somewhat contradictory. Biit the fact is that, after . I 
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had sent in my first returns, in which some Tugga villages,' 
and one'Kolee village of the Deobund Tehseel were entered, 
1 made further enquiries which led me to doubt whether in- 
fanticide is practised by the “ Tuggas” and “Kolees” at all. 
In the cold weather I made enquiries in all parts of the 
district, the result of which was to lead me to the conclu- 
sion that though perhaps infanticide is practised occasion- 
ally by certain families, yet that, as a rule, the Tuggas 
and Kolees do not commit giid-murder. Mr. Tidy also 
came to the same conclusion ; and this opinion is confirmed 
by the census ; for in all villages in which the census 
was taken, and in which the minor population is over 25, 
the percentage of girls to boys is more than 40 per cent. 
The only villages which are suspected and in which the pro- 
portion of girls to boj'-s is under 40 per cent, are situated in 
Pergunnahs Deobund and Nagul of the Deobund Tehseel. 
There are six such “ Tugga” villages, and one Kolee village ; 
and the latter is the one which was entered in my original 
returns with a percentage of girls to boys of 27. 

24. The Tuggas” are Brahman, and dei'ive their name 
from the Sanscrit word “ tyagj''' meaning to ‘‘ refuse” or to 
“ renounce.” The story the “Tuggas” tell is that when Rajah 
Junmeejfi, who lived at Hustinapore about 50 centuries ago, 
held a royal ceremony and offered alms to all Brahmans, their 
ancestors refused to take alms, and that their descendants 
have never taken any since. Hence their name “ Tugga.” 
In some small details their habits differ from those of the 
orthodox Brahmans, but in all essentials their habits and 
customs are the same. Most of them take advances of money 
from the bridegroom’s father on the marriage of their daugh- 
ters, and this practice alone is strong priind facie proof that 
they do not destroj^' their daughters. The “ Tuggas” and 
“ Kolees” of Tehseel Deobund have probably adopted the 
practice of infanticide from the Rajpoots, in the midst of whom 
.they have been living for so many years. The Rajpoots of that 
part of the district are, as I have already pointed out, the most 
^guilty of the Rajpoots in the district, and there is no other 
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waj' of ' accounting for the guilt of the “ Tuggas” and 
“ Kolees,” 

, 25. There is no reason to heliove (vide paragraph 6 of 
Government letter ofthe 17th November, 1870) that in villages 
whore infanticide is practised girls of illegitimate birth are 
often allowed to remain alive. In this I'espect no distinction 
is made between legitimate and illegitimate children. 

3. From 0, A. Elliott, Esq., Offieiatinp Sccretcmj to Govern- 
ment, Forth- fT''«s.'crn Provinces, to F. M. Lind, Esq., Oficiat- 
ing Commissioner, Meerut Division, Gih July, 1871. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of a report from 
the Officiating Magistrate of S.aharnnpore of the j-esult of the- 
census taken of clans guilty or suspected of practising female 
infanticide in the Saharunporc District, and in reply to com- 
municate iho following remarks and orders. 


• 2. In his previous reports Mr. Jenkinson gave stah'stics of 
suspected classes which' may bo arranged as on the table 
noted below : — 


. - 

Deobmd. 


Nu/ioor. 

lioorhcc^ 

. . 

Children. 

' 

Percentage ot 
girls. 

Children. 

• 

I'ercc-ntago of 
girls. 

Children. 

Percentage of 
girls. 

Children. 

I’ercontage of 
girls. 

GoojarB 

3,978 

*32 

2,313 

30 

7,804 

39 

Ii798 

28 

Kajpoots 

,4,333 

32 

1,302 

29 

1,334 

42 

115 

27 

- JtltB 

14 

29 


««. 

1,174 

38 

204 

28 

Tuggas. 

1,807 

. 27 



tat 


... 

.*• 

Kolees ... 

259 

29 

B 



... 

... 



The sanction of the Supreme Government has been obtained 
to the proclamation of the Goojurs, Rajpoots and Jats in 
the Tehsoels specified. 


3. . Subsequently conflicting reports were received from Mr. 
- Jenkinson regarding the guilt of the Tuggas and Kolees. 
Doubts-were alsodelt as to the uhivefsal guilt of the Rajpoots, 



















NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES. 129 

GoojurSj and Jats. It was determined, therefore, before noti- 
fying the extension of the law to any classes in Saharunpore, 
to await the more reliable statistics of a new eensuS; 

4. The census was taken on the 23rd February. The 
enumerators were generally Ptitwarees, the villages were 
arranged in circles, one official being placed oyer each circle, 
and these circles again were grouped into larger circles which 
were made over to Tehseeldars, Peshkars and Canoongoes. 
The returns of the Eoorkee and Saharunpore Tehseels were 
tested by Mi*. Tidy, and those of Deobund and Nukoor by 
Mr. Jenkinson. Apparently a general census of all suspected 
clans has not been taken. The enumeration was confined 
to 614 selected villages. Mr. Jenkinson does not give the 
result of the census in all villages, but only in those to which 
he proposes to apply the rules. They are in all 242 (or 235 
omitting villages which occur in the statements twice over), 
which are distributed amongst the guilty classes in the four 
Tehseels, as detailed in. the following statement : — 



Saharunpore 

Tchseel. 

Roorhee 

Tehseel. 

Deobund 

Tehseel. 

Nukoor 

Tehseel. 

Number of villages. 

Number of children. 

Percentage of girls. 

Number of villages. | 

Number of children. 

ED 

’5) 

C 

V 

1 

c 

o 

p 

V 

Number of villages. 

Number of children. 

Percentage of girls. 

Number of villages. 

Number of children. 

Percentage of girls. 1 

Goojurs 

22 

1,435 

26 

23 

1,47 6 


34 

2,723 

m 

58 3,615 

31 

Poorecr Rajpoots ... 

23 

765 

29 

3 

126 


37 

3,366 



SO 

Other Rajpoots ... 

6 

172 

21 

• •t 

• «« 


6 

134 

R1 

7 413 

28 

Tuggas 

... 

!•« 

• •• 


• •• 

... 

6 

1,520 

27 



Juts ... 




3 

287 

35 

• u 

• •• 


IS 83S 

SO 

Kolees 

... 


... 

... 

• •• 


1 

212 

27 





It would have been both interesting and useful had Mr. J en- 
kinson given the figures in the villages which he enumerated 
and did not consider guilty. 

5. The six caste statements submitted give the details 
for each village Tehseelwar and Pergunnahwar. The follow- 
ing is an analysis of the statistics as regards each clan. 

4 3 
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Goojurs . — All tlio villages scleetocl have less than 40 per 
cent, of girls, except one. (Badheo Muzra) in the Nukoor 
Tehseel, which has a percentage of 40 on a total chiltl popu- 
lation of 47. In 11 of these villages only is the child jiopula- 
tion less than 25. Mr. Jonkinson’.s statement (p.aragraph 13) 
that separate" onc[uirics have shown these villages to bo guilty, 
is accepted, and the clan will be proclaimed in all the villages 
selected. The Mahomedan Gopjnrs appear to bo innocent. 
I am to enquire if Mr. Jenkinsoii can explain the cause which 
has given rise to this guilty practice on the part of the Hindoo 
Goojurs. 

Bajpoois. — Mi'. Jonkinson divides these into two classes, 
(1) Pooreers ; (2) other Rajpoots. Ordinarily, this would not 
bo considered a satisfactory classification. But in Saharun- 
pore the Pooreers are the only really guilty clan : the other 
clans are inferior, and many have been converted to Mahome- 
danism. The whole of the villages will be proclaimed on 


Mr. Jenkinson’s recommendation. , 

But 1 am to point out that in the three villages marginally*’ 

^ „ noted, the percentage of girls is iuslh 40 

Bunkhundee. : on a considerable number of childnen, 

Puroda Jat. probably on a close investilga-: 

- tion some families will be found who save their daughtcirs, 
and these should be exempted from the operation of Ehe 
rules. By the census of 1865, there were 243,630 Bajpoiots 
in the district. The present enumeration affects but a "'jWy 
small portion of the whole number. Mr. Jenkinson has | pro- 
bably good grounds, for not sn.specting the tribe elscwHiere 
than in the villages a census of which has been takOn. M am, 
however, to enjoin great vigilance on the District OfficerT and 
to request that when on their, tours of inspection the|-y .^vill 
. not fail to institute enquiries so that no really guilty trf^ibo or 
family may escape the law. . . . - . . ts 

Jais , — By the census of 1865,- there are in the I IJstrict 
13,386 Jhts. ' The present census was .taken an ,48 villiro o-es, of 
which 16 are selected for proclamation. All bf these. hiio]^^,g less 
than 40.. per cent.; of girls and inbre than 25- children.’ jpe .jii tke 
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last village (Nitlioroo) tUcrc are 39 boys to two giris. The 
selection is approved. 

Tiiggas . — ^Theso are said to bo an impure Brabmin stock, 
and tboro arc by tbe census returns of 1865, 17,107 in tbo 
district. Tbo guilt of tbo six selected villages seems 'clear. 
In one village (Jurouda Panda) tbero are 647 bo3'S and 223 
girls, percentage being 25. 

Kolces . — These arc clcarlj* guilty in tbo one village selected 
whore tbo percentage of girls is 27 on 212 cbilclrcn, I am 
to beg that Mr. Jonkinson may endeavour to trace the cause 
of tbo crime in this village. By the census of 1865, there 
are in the district 4,715 of this caste. Why arc they innocent 
elsewhere ? What is the origin and histoiy of the tribe ? 

6. A cop3’ of the notification this 603' issued, extending the 
provisions of the law to the Rajpoots, Jats, and Goojurs in 
the villages selected, is enclosed, and the JIagistrato should 
be requested to take immediate stops to put in forco the rules 
of I'cprcssion. An application has also this da3' been sub- 
mitted soliciting the sauction of His Excellency tbo Govcrnoi*- 
Genoral in Council to proclaim the Tiiggas and Kolces in the 
localities specified. In anticipation of sanction, Mr. Jonkinson 
should proceed to make a nominal roll of tbo families in tbo 
guilty villages in the form prescribed by the Rules. 

7. I am to request that 3mu will convo3' the Lioutonant- 
Govornor’s thanks to Mr. Jonkinson for Ids veiy interesting 
and able report, and to add that tbo laborious investigation 
made b3’- him and bis staflr is veiy creditable and satisfactory. 

8. The report has a special v.alue as throwing light on a 
vexed question, viz,, whether one guilty tribe corriqits another ? 
Mr. Jonkinson has shown that in certain cases they do. For 
instance, the Pooreors are a powerful and turbulent clan, 
living in large numbers iu the Deobund Tehseel, and they 
appear to set tbo tone to other clans iu that neighbourhood. 
Five of tbe villages inhabited b3’’ guilty clans of “ other Raj- 
poots” are also inhabited b3’ guilt3f Pooreors ; and tbe only 
cases of guilt proved against the Tuggas and Ko.lees are in Deo- 
bund. But it should bo noted that the Poorcers themselves 
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are much' less guilty in the parts where they are less nume- 
rous and clannish. 

9. It does not appear, however, certain that a safe induc- 
tion can be made in tho present instance. First, the Tuggas 
and Kolees whom the Pooreera corrupt aro low castes, and 
so are most of tho “ other Rajpoots’* named by Mr. Jenkin- 
Bon. That a strong clan can corrupt weak and spurious 
clans is very possible, but it docs not follow that of two royal 
races living side by side, one would corrupt the other. 
Moreover, tho induction as regards tho corruption of “ other 
Rajpoots ” is not strong as shown above. Out of 18 guilty 
villages 5 only come within tho scope of Poorecr influence. 

10. In his concluding paragraph, Mi*. Jenkiuson states 
that he can discover no difference in tho treatment by the 
guilty clans of illegitimate and legitimate girls. This con- 
clusion is opposed to the experience of most District Officers ; 
but it is only what might be expected among races whose 
blood is impure, and ■whose customs have degenerated 
and lost their virtues. It is supposed that most of these 
Rajpoots allow widow marriages, and the limit which 
separates legitimacy from illegitimacy is therefore very 
narrow. 

11. Mr. Jenkiuson remarks on the Tuggas that they take 
money for their daughters, and therefore, are probably not 
guilty as a rule. He should follow up this line of argument 
in other cases, and ascertain the causation of the crime among 
those "u'ho are guilty. 


- 12. The statistics in one respect are very remai’kable as 
put in the following table : — 


> 

Adults. ■ 

Minors. 

Percentage of 
minors to total. 

Goojurs 

18,451 

9,249 

33 

Pooreera • ... 

, 8,467 

4,237 . 

S3 

Other R'ajpootB ... 

1,308 

719 

36 

Tuggaa : ' ... ■ 

3,025 

. 1,620. 

S3 . 

-Jdfc t** 

2,105 

1,126 

. , 86 

Koleea' ... 

' ' 471 ' 

212 

81 
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In all those casos the minor population appears abnormally 
large, and J\Ir. Plowdon, in his census report, shows that 
32 per cent, was the proportion of minors to adults in the 
w'holo of tho North-Western Provinces, and it is reasonable 
to expect that it would be less in the elans where many girls 
are killed. 


FURRUCKABAD. 

4. From E. SIONTAGU, Esq., Offlcw.ling ^fagistraic, furrucl-a- 
had, to 0. A. Elliott, Esq , Secretary to Government, Forth- 
lytstern Provinces, 2'2nd March, 1871. 

I HAVE the honour to state that when the census of Tha- 
koors was taken, tho names of individu.als were not recorded, 
hence it will be necessary to have the census taken afresh. 

2. I have the honor to report that tho census was on tho 
whole made carefully, tho mistakes found being generally 
clerical. 

3. Each officer tested a certain percentage and found that 
the returns, as a rule, wore trustworthy, 

4. I mj'sclf made enquiries in the Sudder and Chubra- 
mow Tehseoldarecs, and 1 have gone through tho numbers of 
every Thakoor villages in tho district, and I now write to 
say that in my opinion the labour of the District Officer can 
be a good deal simplified, and the rules worked with more 
force, if instead of tho general condemnation of clans en- 
joined in tho list forwarded with your letter a selection of the 
really guilty Thakoors be made. 

5. Nothing struck me more during my enquiries than 
tho fact that each village should be judged on its own merits, 
I have found almost invariably that where the higher six 
classes of Thakooi's ai'o in compact communities, or in sole 
possession of a village, girl-murder is prevalent ; but where 
individuals of these six classes ; viz., (1) Tonwur ; (2) Ghouhan; 
(3) Rathor, (4) Bhurdewariya; (5) Kuchwaha ; (6) Sengur j are 
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scattered, and live amongst aliens, that as a rule they are 
innocent. Hence to proclaim the whole clan and to count 
its girls has the effect of merely raising the average of girl 
life in the guilty villages. I could give fifty instances of 
this immunity from crime, on the part of scattered high-class 
Thakoors. In Gosurpoor, where the percentage of Rathor girls 
is eight (6 to 73 boys) and where no report of a birth of a girl 
has been made for twoj'ears, there is a Bhurdowariya who has 
two girls living. In Migholi, a Tonwur village, where there 
are 4 Tonwurs girls to 22 boys, a Chouhan has six girls 
living. 

6. In Dhirpoor, where there are 9 Rathor girls to 34 
boj'S, there are 2 Chouhan girls to 3 boys. In Murgaon 
(Rathor) where there are 140 boj's of the Rathors to 37 girls, 
a Ohouban has 2 boys and 1 girl, a Bhurdowariya the same in- 
Urjunpoor (Purihar) where there are 6 girls to 19 boys, a 
Chouhan has 2 girls to 3 boj's. These are instances taken at- 
random, but if these facts are ti-ue of Chonhans, Tonwurs, 
and Bhnrdewariya, how much more of Buchuls and Gours and 
the rest. 

7. ■' Sfixondlij , — I have found that in castes which are gene- 
rally innocent, e.g , Gour, Chundel, Gnhurwar, &c., girl-murder 
may happen in three cases : (1) if those villages are adja- 
cent to the compact high class castes such as Rathor; (2) 
in the case of large villages as Pipurgaon (Nikoombh), where 
some rich man has married into a Ciiouhan or Rathor family ; 
(3) if they have the villages to themselves; This latter case, 
however, is r.are, and the two cases first named are sufficient. 
I shall illustrate those remarks further on ; but, as the result 
of my enquiries, I beg to state that I have with the greatest 
care selected 106 villages, which I think comprise all that 
are guilty to a lieinous extent. 1 have disregarded the mere' 
statistics in villages where the youthful population is less 
than 25, except in the case of the Rathors and Sombunsees. 
As to these, two clans, I have inserted every village in which 
the disproportion between the sexes is at .alb remarkable. 
The result is that I find the following villages to deserve pro- 
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chmatioii, anti I think that bj’- confining ourselves to those 
alone and carefully cmnnorating the rest every year, we shall 
find tho task of repressing the crime of chikl-mnrdcr more 
manageable ; and at the same time shall encourage those 
who are least guilty to keep the average of girl life above a 


certain percentage. 

Kuraber 


Number 


of VillBBCS. 


of Villngcs, 

Rathor 

... 44- 

Gnhurwar 

2 

Chouhan 

3 

Chundel 

2 

Tonwur 

1 

Bais 

3 

Sengur, 

1 

Nikoombh 

... 3 

Kuchwaha 

1 

Solunkeo 

2 

Bhurdowariya 

1 

Gour 

2 

Sombuuseo 

... 28 

Baghcl 

1 

Purihar 

• • • ^ 

Gnhlot and others 3 

Ponwar 

3 

Kntiya 

1 


106 

Of these tho following show percentages of girls not over 25. 



Number 

Number 


of Villages. 

of Villages. 

Rathor 

... 22 Nikoombh 

...■ 1 

Sombunseo 

... 6 Kuchwaha 

... 1 

Chouhan 

1 



31 

8. No clans in tho district need any particular mention 
but tho Rathors and Sombunsees. 

9. The former inhabit villages in the Mohumdabad per- 
gunnah, lying compactly to the south of tho town of that 
name, and extending south-westward across the Kaloe Nuddee 
to Chubramow. They have a small colon}'^ across the Ganges 
in the Allygurh Tehseeldaree by Eajepoor, Rathor, North of 
them aro Gour villages, north-east (by Pipurgaon) Nikoombh, 
west of them a few Chundels and north-west (bj’- Behar) a 
few Purihars and by Muddunpoor a community of Bachuls. 

10. Tho Gours re-appear again north of Secuuderpoor. 
Tlie Bais have a small colony in Sourikh and Sukrawah. The 
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Baghels (tlio Rajah of Tirwa’s oasto) aro scattorod about tho 
Tinva pergunnah. Kunouj contains no Thakoors of any strength. 

11. Tlio Gulmrwars live about Khudagunj, There aro seve- 
ral Buratela communities near tho city (by Baron). Tho Kaim- 
gun j Tehsocldarco is noted for Kutihars, "while across tho G.an- 
gos tlio Sombunscos aro in great force, mixed witli Rathors, 
Bais, Ponwars and one or two Kutihars. 

12. Tho Gours and Chundcis, especially tho former, 
are not noted for girl-murder, but tho Gour villages of Jaj- 
poor [and Rutunporc and tho Chundcl vill.ages of Kil- 
wapoor and Kurthia have apparently been perverted by 
the example of the neighbouring Rathors. Similarly tho 
Kikoombh villages of Pipurgaon, Jcilpojr, and Timarna are 
guilty, though surrounded by communities of their own 
caste, which aro not given to this crime. Should alt 
tho Rathors bo proclaimed, I bog to point out that need- 
less annoyance will bo caused to mouzah Chousepoor (12 
boys to 9 girls), Nugla Bhawani (15 boys to 16 girls), Bcega- 
mow (three boys to six girls), and others. These Rathor vil- 
lages ai'e close to tho most gnilty Rathor communities, Man- 
da, Gosurpoor, &c., but tho zemindars of some of them are 
not genuine Thakoors (though they are fast becoming 
genuine through tho power of money), and hence tho Rathor 
customs are not in full force. In Arsanee (22 boys to 4 
girls) three of the four girls aro daughters of one man, Kun- 
noo Singh, whoso wife (a Raekuwar woman) will not let 
him take life. This family ought to bo excepted, and I merely 
mention the case in order to show that local knowledge 
is absolutely necessary, and that .it would be unwise to give 
a blind adherence to figures, and to disregard facts more. It 
will be hardly possible, except at great expense, to supervise 
all the Thakoor families in tho district. The ohowkeedars 
never report births unless there is a quarrel amongst tho 
zemindars, or unless they cannot help it, and ihinute inspeo- 
tion will ‘be absolutely necessary. That external pressure 
will effect much, . I am confident. In Manda, I noticed 
that nearly aR the girls , were born .either two years or six. 
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months ago. There are eleven, one being about ten, one three 
years’ old, four tAvo years’ old, ono one year, and four under 
one year. Enquiring wliat could be the cause of this, I found 
that about two or three years ago there was a desperate quar^ 
rel amongst the zemindai'S, hence the ehowkeedar began to 
report, and four girls lived. About last June, whether from 
tlic action of Government (iWanda being near the Tchseeloe) 
or from the fact that a Thakoor of Korikhera was sentenced 
to six mouths for concealing the death of a child, the female 
infants received a new lease of life, four being allowed to 
survive. A special officer, I should say, is required for the 
Rathor, Chundel, Gonr, Purihar, Nikoomi'h -Tonwnr and 
Sengur and Chouhan villages which extend from Bishengurh 
to the city (in all about .50), situated in the Su'ldcr aiul Chub- 
ramow Tohsocldarces. 

13. The ordinaiy Police could ailend to srattcred clans, - 
and a separate officer would supervise the trans-Ganges vil- 
lages. Should the proclamation be limited to the villages 
marked in the annexed list, the Canooufroes will have no 
trouble in recording the names of individuals, otherwise the 
census work will begin anew. I therefore await orders on 
this .subject, and meanwhile the misceiraneous provisions of 
your Circular can be carried out. 

.5. From C. A. Eluott, Esq., Officiathg Secrefary to Govo'n- 
ment, North-Western Protiuces, to E. i\IoNTAGO, Esq., Ofii- 
cialing Magistrate} Fnrritckabad, oOt/i March, 1871. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated 22nd March, being a report of the result of the census 
of clans suspected of practising female infanticide in the 
Eurmekabad District. 

2. In reply I am to state that, for the reasons assigned by 
you, the Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to suspend for tlie 
present the introduction of the rules of repression in any 
villages, except the 106 .specified in the list accompanying 
your letter under acknowledgment. But I am at the same 
time to call 3 ’our attention to the statistics sent up by^ Mr. 

4 


4 
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Dauiell with his letter, dated dfch August, 1870, and to say 
that in reporting the proclaimed clans or localities inhabited 
by the proclaimed clans -which ,yon wonld propose definitely 
to exempt, you ought to show in each case convincingly that 
those statistics ^YCro wrong, or else to supply other reasons 
for the exemption. A full and detailed report is looked 
for before final orders can bo issued ; meantime the nominal 
census should bo at once taken of tiio lOG villages which 
you have selected. 

3. In regard to the ease mentioned b}' you of a single 
Eathor family in mouzah Arsanoo, in which the daughters 
have been allowed to live, because the wife, a Raokuwari 
would not ])ermit them to bo killed, I am to refer you to 
paragraph 3 (b.) of Govonimcnt Circular No. 3GGA., dated 
Idth March, and to state that it gives you full power to deal 
with such cases. 

4 . I am to refer you to paragraph 3 (/) of the Circular 
of 14th March, 1871 , and to state that your proposal to appoint 
a special Police Olficor to supervise the Eajpoots around and 
near Mohumdabad, cannot at present bo sanctioned. If ex- 
perience shows that the ordinary Police cannot cope with tlio 
crime, you should report the subject again after the lapse of 
a few months. 

5. Extracts from your report, which is intei'csting and 
valuable, will be published in the North-Western Provinces’ 
Government Gazette for general information. 


ETAH. 

G. From E. T. Hobart, Esq., Joint Magistrate, Eiah, to P, 
Lind, Esq., Commissioner, Agra Division, 2&rd March, 

1871. 

I HAVE the honour to report the manner and result of the 
census of guilty and suspected clans of Thakoors, which, in 
accordance with the instructions contained in Government 
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Idler No. J-l.’i.'iA., (luted 17lh Novemljor, 1870, wns c.urriod 
out in till? district on the. night of the ITdli of Heccniher 
lusL 

2. I m.uy ri'.inurh, »'»n;inmtV, thut some donht w.us foil at 
first a>i to whether the ci'ii.cns should he eonfinod to suspected 
duns, <tr shonld cxteiul to tribes ulrcuiiy adjudged guilty. 
On conferring with you on your visit hero, and on looking 
carefully at ficdion •! of Governmoitl letter No. Idh-IA., 
(luted 17th Novomher, 1870, I (h'tcriuincd to take a census 
of both clu''^es. My iiudiiiution, too, was entirely thut wa\\ 
ns from my personal encpiirics in the early part of November 
in the villages, and from those made hy my Deputy Collector, 
Jlalmokund, I hud begun to stisped the accuracy of the cen- 
sus rdnrns of ISfi J for Ihi.s district, and, tis a mutter of com- 
mon sens**, the cnnmcr.ation which held good in 1861 might 
he anything hnl a))plic.ahlc to 1870, 

3. My first thought, therefore, was to make .'^nch arrange- 
ments that the census returns .should ho, if humanly possible, 
perfectly accurate. 1 proceed to .slate my mor/»s opcratidi. 
On receiving your orders, 1 had IjfiOOof the prescribed forimi 
jirinted ofi'and sent to the loliseels, witli (dear and dahorato 
in-triidions. They reacdual the t(;hscels on the 2nd of Decem- 
ber. Tin; tehseddurs wore called into the stidder sLution.s 
and (heir dil]lciilti(.'S .set at n'st. The pntwarees were all sent 
for to the tehsod.s, wlicro they remained from tho -Ith till the 
7lh of December, receiving inslrudions and being prudised 
in the method of filling in the returns. On the 8th, tho ))ut- 
Wurccs of tho guilty :ind suspected villages were sent to their 
huh]uas to fill up their forms in duplic.uto. Mcautiinc, circles 
wore formed nil over the district, within such a compass and 
of such limits that a single omimerator could in one night 
test all the entries in each circle, if nccessar}'. The night 
of tho 15th of Dccomher was appointed for tho census by tho 
enumerators. 1 was in cnnsidorablo diflicnlty at first where 
to got m}' cnumcr.alors from, but on appl3’ing to the Settle- 
ment Officer, Mr. Ridsdalo, and to tho Deputy Inspector of 
Schoohs, Koondun Lnll, both those gentlemen very kindly 
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placed a number cif their staft' at my disposal. Besides these, 
all the tehseelee staff, except those actually engaged in receiv- 
ing the Government revenue, all the suddor omlah who 
could be spared, onr own mohu'rrirs in camp, and the bnk- 
sheos, pound-keepers, &o., and a fair number of native gentle- 
men, were engaged in the work; and, on the whole, a most 
efficient staff was thus made up of different elements. 

4. The enumerators ^yere sent for to the tehseels, and 
careful!}’ instructed in the way they were to act. 

5. There were 701 guilt}’- and suspected villages in the 
three tehseels. I left tlie formation of the enumerators’ 
circles to the telisecldars, and they formed 248 circles, and 
assigned an enumerator to each circle, on the jirinciple that 
the circle should bo near his work or home ; the only excep- 
tion to this being that school-masters were not made enumera- 
tors within their own school circles. I had now at my 
disposal 52 of my own staff, 95 men from the Settlement 
Department, 60 school-masters, and 41 Native gentlemen. 

6. On the night of the 15th of December, at 9 p. m., the 
enumerators commenced their work. 

7. The putwarcos had previously filled in their forms in 
duplicate, and the Thakoors had been advised to be present. 
The enumerators thou went about, and, by torchlight, tested 
the returns, and corrected the entries with red ink. The ink 
and torches were previously suj)pliedby us, and their expense 
amounts to the trifling cost of Rs. 23-15-0. 

I had intended tliut only 35 or 40 pci’ cent, of the entries 
should be examined, but, as tiie circles were so small, it was 
found that all the entries could easily be attested. Instruc- 
tions were accordingly issued to that effect. • 

8. The enumerators liad been warned by the heads of 
their own departments that the entries would subsequently 
bo tested during December and January by me and my 
assistants, and that any shortcoming would be very severely 
visited. 

9. Having made these arrangements, I thought it would 
bo well to sot an example, and accordingl}’’ Mr. Marcel and 
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myself went clown to Pergunnah Azimnugur (which is the 
worst in the district), where we each took up a large circle, 
and tested it on the night of tho I5th. We had completed 
our attestation by twelve midnight ; and, judging from this 
fact, I was of opinion that no enumerator would have so 
great a hiu’don imposed on him as to induce him to be care- 
less or to shirk his work. 

10. The enumerators made their corrections in both of 
the forms filled in by the pulwarees. These forms were then 
lodged in the tchseelecs, and one of them, after being im- 
pressed with the Government stamp, was returned for local 
use to the putwarees. 

11. The returns requii-ed wei’e then ordered to be pre- 
pared in the tehseelees. Owing, however, to the intervention 
of the holidays, there was some delay in their preparation, 
and then, owing to tho reports and returns required in my 
English office for the past ye.ar, there has been delay in their 
translation. 

12. T then divided tho district off into plots for tho attes- 
tation of the entries of the enumerators, and, taking a portion 
myself, made the rest temporarily over to Mr. Marcel, Rai 
Balmokund, and the three tohseeldars. 

13. Both Mr. Iilarcel and Rai Balmokund have worked 
indefatigably. The former gentleman and myself attested 
the entries in all the villages of the Azimnugur and Putialee 
pergunnahs except three before the 26th of December, while 
Rai Balmokund, before and after the census, enumerated the 
child population in 103 villages. Our united experience is 
the same. The correctness of the returns is surprising. 

,Here and there a girl married into one of the suspected clans, 
not arrived at pubertj’’, is entered in the child population ; 
but only three or four cases came to notice. We unfor- 
tunately had not the benefit of the catechism furnished in 
Memo. No. 47, dated 10th January, 1871, as a light to guide 
us ; but I do not think there Was much harm done in conse- 
quence. 
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The difficulties pT'oposod in the first five questions of that 
Blemo. wore happily solved in the same way hero as they 
have since boon by Govornmont. Indeed, there was no, 
question raised in the matter. 

With regard, however, to the orders of Goveimment as con- 
tained in their replies to Questions G and 7 of that Memo., 

1 regret to saj' that no entries were made of absentee girls 
or men. 

14. I would respectfully observe that once you begin in 
an investigation of this nature to admit the o.vistenee of any 
fact save on tlie evidence of your own eyes, you open a door 
to all kinds of deception and falsehood, even among a simple 
people like the majority of the Thakoors. 

There is so much to gain by a lie, it is so easy to tell, and 
so hard to disprove. 

15. I trust it will not bo thought necessary to retake the 
census on account of these omissions. Soldiering as a pro- 
fession is almost unknown in this district, while girls who 
have married and left their villages at an early age ai’e few 
in number among our Thakoors. 

16. The attestation of the census enumeration has con- 
tinued up till date, and with the same result, vi:., a corrobora- 
tion of the accuracy with which the work had been done. 

17. The accurate statistics obtained from tho census effeot. 
a considerable modification of the retmms sitbmitted on the 
5th of August last. Those returns wore mainly composed 
from the papers of the 1864 census, in which the Thakoors 
were not tribally arranged. 

18. The result of tho recent enquiries will be to confine 
the application of the law and rules to a much smaller com- 
pass than originally contemplated. I proceed to give the 
results of the census. In making my present recommenda- 
tions, the principle contained in paragraph 8 of Government 
No. 1455A. has been carefully observed, and, save in a very 
few instances, only villages whose infantile population is . 
twenty- five or over have been included. 

19. The three’’tribes notorious for the crime in this dis- 
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trict are the Ratliors, Ohoulians, and Solunhees. The 
Rather clan is the first in point of guilt and the third in 
point of numbers. In the whole district their girls only 
number 36 per cent, on the infantile population : — 




Men. 

IPompM. 

Bovs. Girls. 

P. c. 

Ratliors in whole district 

... 2,972 

2,236 

1,591 

8S6 

36 

Ditto 

in Etnh Tchscel 

... 500 

426 

262 

201 

43 

Ditto 

in Kassgunj ditto 

69 

41 

19 

16 

46 

Ditto 

in Alleegunj ditto 

... 2,343 

1,769 

D310 

669 

34 


The pergunnah of Azimnngur is their great home. In 
more than one of their villages convictions for this crime have 
been obtained. In some of them the average is very low, as — 

2Jp_VS. Girls, 

Enmnugur, with •... ... ... ... 36 6 

Khursolecn, „ ... ... ... ... 116 31 

Gudhec „ ... ... ... ... 40 8 

The tribe is implicated by common rumour and statistics, 
and its leading family, the Rajah of Rampoor, sots a bad 
e.sample, it is feared. I was at first inclined to advocate the 
extension of the Act to this tribe all over the district, but I 
now think such a measure would be unnecessarily harsh, 
I accordingly would apply it to the twenty-three villages in 
Aziranugur, and the three villages in Bonbar, named in 
Appendix A.* 

20. Solunkees . — This clan is second in point of numbers 
and second in point of guilt. It numbers — 



ilfen. 

Women. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

P. c. 

Dor the whole district 

... 3,246 

2,104 

1,703 

1,123 

39 

For Tehseel Etah 

... 236 

178 

91 

88 

49 

Ditto Kasgunj 

... 2,665 

2,roi 

1,464 

943 

39 

Ditto Aziranugnr 

... 344 

226 

148 

92 

3i 


This tribe is mainly confined to Tehseel Kasgimj, and 
musters strongest in Pergunnah Sirpoorah. I would apply 
the Act to the twenty-two villages ennnmerated in Appen- 
dix A.* 

21. Choulians . — This is the most numerous clan in the 


district, and numbers 


In the whole district. 

Men. 

••• 6,259 

Women. 

4,688 

Boys. 

3,016 

Girls. 

2,058 

Percentage, 

41 

In Teliseel Etah, 

... 3,192 

2,468 

1,484 

1,100 

43 

„ Kasgnnj, 

— 1,016 

742 

5B0 

340 

39 

M Aleogunj, 

••• 2,044 

1,478 

981 

612 

38 



148 


FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN THE 




8 . 


The sanction of the Supreme Government will be^iq- 
lieited for permission to proclaim the Rughbunsees and'X 


Gourahas, and a Notification has this day been issued exten- 
ding the law to the other tribes and localities specified in 
Appendix A. of Mr. Hobart’s letter, for the proclamation of 
wliicb the necessary sanction has already been obtained. 


9. Meanwhile the rules of repression should at once bo 
put in force, both with respect to the villages now proclaimed 
and to those of the Gonrahas and Rughbunsees who will be 
proclaimed hereafter. 

10. Referring to paragraph 12 of Mr. Hobart’s report 
regarding the Rajah of Rampore, I am to state that the 
Lieutenant-Governor has heard with great regret that a per- 
son occupying so influential a position among his country- 
men as the head of the Rathors, should be so deeply sus- 
pected of the crime of female infanticide. It is hoped he 
will be the first to set the example of saving the female in- 
fants alive in his own immodi.ate family and those over whorh 
he has direct influence. Should he do so,- Government will 
honour him in every reasonable way in its power, but should 
he act otherwise, the whole force of the law will bo 'brought 
to bear upon him, with a view to repression and punishment 
of the crime, and those who commit and foster it. Mr. Ho- 
bart should specially report on his conduct within a year or 
so, so soon as time has been afforded him for watching the , 
effect of the rules of repression on tlie maintenance of female 


infant life. 

W. Adverting to paragraph 25 of the report, you are de- 
sired to invito Mr. Hobart’s .attention to Section G of Act 
VIII, of 1870, which will enable him to deal with cases of 
neglect by any person to make proper provision for the main- 
tenance 'of any female child for whose maintenance he is 
legally responsible. 

12. Mr. Hobart sboukl make it widely known that • so 
soon as any villages and families to which repressive mea- 
sures are now applied begin to distinguish themselves by 
saving alive their female infants, they will be in a correspond- 



NOETH-WESIEKK PROVINCES. 


149 


ing degree exempted from the force of the rules. The only 
means of escaping the jircssure of those rules is clear 
evidence that female infants when born are preserved. 

13. The cost of the census should he debited to the guilty 
villages. 

14. In conclusion, I am to observe that it is not stated 
whether a nominal registration was made at the recent cen- 
sus. It was the intention of Government that such should 
be made. If it has not been made, I am to request that it 
may be carried out at once in the proclaimed tracts. 


ETAWAH. 

8. From C. W. Moore, Esq., Officiatmg Magistrale, Etawali, to 
G. H. M. Ricketts, Esq., Officiating Commissione)', Agra 
jDivision, 2Gth April, 1871. 

I HAVE the honor to submit statements and some brief 
remarks on the census taken of suspected Rajpoot and Aheor 
tribes in this District, under Government order No. 1455A., 
dated ITtli November, 1870. 

2. The census w.os taken on the evening of the 1st Janu- 
ary, 1871, chiefly by the Piitwarees ; the results have been 
tested by European Officers as far as possible, and by the 
Tehseeldars. I believe the figures are now as accurate as can 
be expected. No trouble has been spared and wherever mis- 
takes have been discovered they have been rectified. 

3. In my letter dated 3rd August, 1870, I stated that it 
would perhaps bo found that certain Aheers were guilty of 
the crime of infanticide, and I more particularly named the 
villages of Yurpoor, P.alee kuilan, and Palee khoord. 

I am happy to state, however, that the census just taken 
exonerates the Aheers not only of those villages but of other 
localities also from suspicion, and I propose.no further action 
in regard to them, only remarking that the percentage of 
Aheer girls in Etawah is 42, and in Bhurtna 47. 
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6. The guilty tribes, ae denominated by Mr -Turner zre 

held to be (1) Goutum of the Goutum Gote ; ( 2) Sehgur of 
the Goutum Gote j (3) Purihar.of the Kounsil Gote ) (4) 
Chouhan of the Buch Gote ; (5) Bais of the Bharatdwaj Gote, 
(6) Goar of the Bharatdwaj Gote ; (7) Chundel of the Chuu- 
drain Gote; 1 8 ) Kuchwaha' of the Goutum 'Gote ;• and (9). 
Bhudoria of the Buch Gote. . ' ■ 

7. (1).— The Goutums of the Goutum Gote are by far the 
worst ot all the guilty clans. On a district total of 3,283 
children, the percentage of girls is only 37. Butin pergun- 
nahs Ghazeepore (229 cliildrenj, Hutgam (79 children), and 
Ekdulla (34 children!, the percentage of girls is between 50 
and 45. The pergunnahs with bad percentages are — • 

Children. Percentage 

of Girls. 

Puttehpore 270 ' 37 ' ■ 

Kullianpore . . ... 1,971 35 

Kora 700 39 ' , 

It is proposed to apply the law to them in three villages — in 
Futtehpore (110 children;', 19 in .Kullianpore (1,014 children), 
and 3 in Kora (207 children). Statement II. shoAVS at a 
glance that they are all guilty. Mr. Turner has done q^uito 
right in including the three villages with less than 25 chil- 
dren each. The only question is Avliether he has gone far 
enough. When the perguunah percentage of girls in any' 
tribe is below 40 on a large number of children, the Lieute- 
nant-Governor thinks that exemption should be not by vil- 
lages, but by faniilies. Thus, families which could show a . 
fair number of daughters, would escape. 

8. Besides these Goutums, Mr. Turnei', as noted above, 
treats separately the Goutums of the Bharatdwaj Gote. 
These have 37 children, and a percentage of 35 girls for the’ 
district. It is not proposed to apply the law in any case, 
because of the smallness of their numbers, and they are said 
to be much scattered. The figures show that they are open 
to suspicion in pergunnahs Kullianpore and Ghazeepore. 
Whether the' law should be applied depends upon the consi- 
derations urged in paragraph 3 of this letter, , t. e., upon 
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M’lioilior Uioy should or shoiiM »ol l>c Iroalctl as ono ■\vUh llio 
Goutums of (he Gouliun Go(o. 

D. (2)— Srayrn'.T. — TIicsu Imvo n ili'itncl porconiage of 2G 
girls on 235 children. They arc had in all pergunnahs 
except IIulg.nn), (15 chihlron. of rvhleli girl.** aro 4G j)or cent.) 
Kora with only one child, and Kkdnlla with none. Sir. 


Turner has selocltd only three villages— 

Iloy-:. Oirls, 

I’crgunnah Fttdchpove, Huswa .. 21 1 

Ditto diitoj Gnrlnva ... 2! 12 

Ditto Ghar.cepore, Gnrhoe ... ‘18 4 


There apjrrars to l»e snilicient grounds for ajiplying the law to 
this clan generally in ]'«orgunnahs Fntlohpore (101 children 
percentage 30), Knliianju>ro (.50 children, ]>creenlago .30), 
find Ghar.eipoio (.50 children, percentage 10);(onty-fainih'os 
with girls or no children heing c.xcinpled. 

10. (.3)— /hn tV/.rr.<.— Thc-o have 35 jicr cent, of girls on 
400 children for the district. Two villages in Fnttchporo 
and four in Kullianpore only are seh.'Ctcd for proehunation. 
The law shotdd he applied to iho (rilio g(;nonilIy in pergun- 
nulls Fnttehpon', Knilianporo, and Ghaaeeporc, where the 
percentiigc of girls is hdow 40 on a fair nninhcr of children. 

11. (4) — Chi'uliitur. — Mr. 3’nrner has treated separately 
the throe Gotes notes hclow : — 

Ihudi. Kassih, Bluiratdwaj. 

The first have 37 jicr coni, of girls on otiS children for the 
district. In only one pergunnah, Gha/.eeporn (70 ohiidrcii), 
is the ])orcentngc of 40 reached. Jlr. Tumor would apjily 
the law to threo villages only ; hut there seem to bo good 
grounds for appl^-ing it (hronghout the district except in 
jiorgnnnah Glmzccporc, oxemptlou in all other cases heing 
by families. 

12. The second and third, supposing (hem to he distinct 
from the tirst, and from ono another, aro scarce people witli 
25 and 14 children rospoclivoly in the district, and percent- 
age of 28 and 35 girls. Their guilt is not perhaps ostahlislied ; 
but the returns aro not voiy favourable. In respect of those, 
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tho answer to tlio enquiry diroclod in paragraph 3 will bo 
awaited. 

13. (5) — Raises.— Tho following are treated separately : — 

Sandol Goto. 

Bharatdwaj Gote. 

Tilokchiindi Goto. 

Gurg Gote. 

Tho first has 47 per cent, of girls on 53 children ; the third 
has only seven children altogether, and tho fourth has 39 per 
cent, of girls on 38 children. 

14. The first and third, the latter being a sub-division and 
not a Gote, appear innocent. Tho fourth is suspicious in pergun- 
nah Kullianpore (27 per cent, of girls on 11 children) but inno- 
cent in Futtehpore (44 per cent, of girls on 27 children). Tho 
second has 42 per cent, of girls on 1,824 children in tho district. 
In only one porgunnah (Kullianpore, 216 children .and 35 per 
cent, of girls) is the percentage below 40. Mr. Turner 
selects one village in Ekdulla (24 boys to 6 girls), one in 
Hutgam (44 to 10), two in Futtehpoi’o (33 and 42 boys to 
13 and 19 girls), and one in Ghazeepore (SSbo^'s to 20 girls). 
The percentages in these villages are undoubtedly bad, but it 
is strange that no village in porgunnah KuUi.anporo is consi- 
dered bad enough to proclaim when it is the sole pergunnah 
in which the porgunnah percentage is below the standard. 
That peroentcage establishes tho guilt of tho clan in Kullian- 
pore ; and, unless any good reasons to the contrary can be 
shown, the rules ought to bo applied. 

15. - (6) — Gours^Dharatdtoaj Goie ). — Percentage of girls is 
45 on 410 children in the district. The pergunnahs where 
the percentages are bad are Kullianpore with 39 per cent of 
girls on 136 children ; Hutgam with 38 per cent, on 26 ; and 
Ekdulla with 29 per cent, on 17. Mr. Turner would proclaim 
one village only, Mohar, in pergunnah Kullianpore. Here 
there are 32 boys to 7 girls, and it is said that the tribe has 
been corrupted by otber clans, Blobar being notoriously 
addicted to the crime. The bad percentage in Hutgam and 
Ekdulla may bo accidental, bat it is certainly suspicious and 
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slioxild bo carefully investigaled. As to the Gours of the 
Kassib Qote, supposing them to be a distinct stock, the per- 
centage of 38 girls on 34 children is suspicious, and they 
must be watched. 

16. (7) — Chnndels . — Have a percentage of 43 girls op 346 
children in the district. The pergunnahs with low percent- 


ages of girls are — 

o o 

Children. 

Percentage, 
of girls. 

Futtebpore 

... 43 

37 

Kullianporo 

... 167 

40 

Ghazeepore 

... 13 

31 


Mr. Turner selects one village, Mundraon, of KuiUanpore 
(25 boys to 8 girls). Its guilt is almost certain. U is pos- 
sible that this village may have caused the rather low per- 
centage shown for the porgunnah. The lower percentage 
shown for the Futtohpore and Qhazeepore pergunnahs is not 
noticed, and the cause should be proved. 

17. (8) — KxicJiwaJias — of the Goutum Gote, have 39 
percentage of girls on 260 children in the district. By per- 


gunnahs the results are — 

Children. 

Perentage 
of Girls. 

Futtohpore 

... 32 

37 

Kullianporo 

... 141 

37 

Hutgam 

... 11 

27 


One village only, Mohar, of KuiUanpore, is selected with 
12 boys to 1 girl. The clan is said to have been corrupted 
here. They ought not to be exempted without further in- 
quiries in the pergunnahs where the percentages are bad. 
Mr. Turner has treated the Kuchwahas of the Bharatdwaj 
Gote separately. This Gote has 16 children and 44 per cent, 
of girls. As directed in paragraph 3, Mr. Turner should 
explain the distinction between the two Gotes. 

18. (9)— 5/i«dona-— Have a district percentage of 33 

girls on 146 children. The pergunnahs with percentage of 
girls below the standard are — 

Children. Percentage 

of Girls. 


l^’^Uianpore ... 92 

qhazeepore ... 18 

Hutgam ... 20 


27 / 

38 

4 ' 
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Mr. Turiiflr selects one village only, Googowlio, of Kullian- 
pore. Hero tlio supposition is that they have been cor- 
ru])ted by Iho Goutnins, who muster strong in this village. 
There are 13 boys to 2 girls in. this village. No doubt they 
are guilty hero, but there is apparently no reason for exempt- 
ing the clan elsewhere. 

19. Tlioro are some other clans besides the above that 

may bo noticed. , . 

(15.) (1.) — Tommtrs . — These .are separately classified into 
three Gotes — Sandel, Kassib, and Bais. The I'oturns on tho 
whole are favourable. 

(2.) — Dilchits . — Those arc classified into Bharatdw.aj .and 
Sandel Gotes. The returns for tho first show that .they 
should be w.atchcd in Kora and IJufg.ani, and tho latter arc 
open to srrsjiicion in Ghav-eopore. They are not, however, 
very numerous hero. Tho result of tho enquiry directed in 
p.aragraph 3 is awaited. 

(3.)— Soni6«7isecs.“]M.r. Turner gives 10 children only to 
the tribe and 20 per cent, of girls. 

(4.) — Guhimcars, 15 children and 20 per cent, of girls, 

Tho last two clans should bo watched. 

20. No mention is made of the Soorujbunsces and Chun- 
derbunseos. By the census of 1865, these clans numbered 
9,125 and 14,434 respectivel 3 ^ 1 uni to enquire if any enu- 
meration of them was made, and with -what results ? Or are 
they not open to suspicion ? 

21. Mr Turner remarks that some of the resident clans 
have been corrupted. The question of corruption is a moot 
one. It is quite conceivable that in a focus of infanticide 
like Mohar, all tribes with any tendencies in that direction 
would be encouraged in their evil ways, each by the other’s 
example. 

22. Mr. Turner’s conclusions as to the guilt of the 
villages selected appear sound, and he should immediately 
introduce. -"the rules of repression into those villages which 
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have been already proclaimed, preparing nominal registers of 

those and also of the other guilty villages which have not 

yet been proclaimed, but which will be proclaimed on receipt 

of the sanction of the {Supreme Government, which has this 

day been solicited. But, as shown 
Proclamation autliorizod , i 

by Govt, of IndiaV No* above, Jdis Honor doubts whether M r. 

““S/S Turner has gone far enough. Unless 

good reasons bo shown to the con- 
trary, every pergunnah which shows a bad percentage for 
any clan on a fair number of cbildren ought to bo made 
amenable to the rules, the exemptions in such cases going by 
families onl}’-. 

23. I am to request that Mr. Turner may re-consider his 
proposals with referonce to tho above remarks. 


ALLAHABAD. 

14. From T. W. Rawxins, Esq., Assistant Magistrate of Alla- 
habad, to J. 0. Robertson, Esq , Offeiating Magistrate, 
Allaliahad, ZQlJi Marj, 1871. 

1 HAVE tho honour to make tho following report on 
the cfensus of the Rajpoot clans in tho Barah and Athurbuu 
Porgunnahs, taken by me during the last cold season, in 
accordanoe with the directions contained in No, 1455A. of 
1870, from the Officiating Secretary to Government, North- 
Western Provinces. 

2. In that letter it was directed that a census should be 
taken fl) of the Rajpoots of certain villages in those per- 
gunnahs regarding whom an unfavourable report bad been’ 
submitted based on my census of the previous year, and (2) of 
tho Rajpoots in suspected localities throughout the district. 
It had already been ascertained that there was no reason to 
suspect the existence of the practice of female infanticide out 
of Barah and Athurbuu. I therefore again took a census 
in the prescribed form of those two pergunnahs. 
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3. TIio results of this census I bcUcvo to bo perfectly 
trustworthy. In addition to the test of enquiry on the spot, 
there was an admirable moans ready at hand for ascertaining 
the correctness of the Barah returns at least in a comparison 
with those of the census L myself made the previous year. I 
have taken full advantage of this, and have invariably found all 
discrepancies satisfactoril}’^ explained by a death, a birth, the 
marriage of a girl and her consequent removal from the village, 
or a transfer from the juvenile to the adult columns. 

4. The returns for each village have been compiled in a 
vernacular register, but I have prepared for submission in 
English a detailed register of the returns regarding the pro- 
scribed villages and clans, and abstracts of the Pergunnah 
Begistor. Abstract A. shows under each village in respect of 
each clan found in it, the number of families, the number of 
boys, the number of girls, and the number of each aged one 
year or loss. In tiio following form I have given the totals 
of this abstract in respect of each of the census at Barah and 
the last census at Athurbun : — 



1 

, c5 
, to 

ri 

1 > 

i 

Clans. 

Families. 

Boys, 

! 

Ginns. 

11 

^ o 

C 

Over one 
year. 

Married. 

Unmarried. 

Total. 

O 

c 

o 

^ U 
^ rt 
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The large increase in numbers in each column of the Barah 
return compared with that . of the previous year is due to the 
large number of births in the year, and to the enumeration of 
ten villages which escaped notice last year. 
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5. In twenty only of tlio 1G2 villages enumerated does the 
child-population exceed 25, the lowest number which will 
render a village liable to restrictive measures on the ground 
of statistics alone ; and in the four following onlj’- does the 
proportion of girls approach tliat which is necessaiy to place a 
village on the proscribed list: — ‘ 

Barah, Biharia, ... 19 boys 12 girls 38 •7') 

rOono, ... 22 „ 15 „ 40*4 I 

\ . }*pcr cent. 

Athurbun-< Puchim Surira 41 „ 26 „ 38‘8 ’ 

t Shah Alamahad 20 „ 7 „ 25*9 J 

6. Abstract B. gives under each clan the same informa- 
tion of its numbers throughout the pergunnah that is con- 
tained in Abstract A under the head of each village. Of the 
37 clans in Barah and the 34 in Athurhun, in eleven only of the 
former and five of the latter does the child jDopulation of the 
clan throughout the pergunnah exceed 25 ; and in only one 
of these, the Chouhan tribe in Barah, does the percentage 
of girls fall below 40. 

It has now become necess.ary to propose a modification of 
the list of prescribed villages. That list was forwarded for 
sanction before the preparation of the rules that have now 
come in force, and was founded on the principle that a per- 
centage of 35 girls to a child-population in a clan or village 
of 15 would suffice to place the clan or village on the list. The 
percentage has now been fixed at 40, and the lowest aggre- 
gate population necessary to justify the application of restric- 
tive measures on statistics alone has been fixed at 25. In 
none of tlie villages in these pergunnahs does there exist any 
reasons but that a rising from statistics and the general one 
that at one time the crime was prevalent, to justify the belief 
that it is now practiced. I mj'self believe that as a practice 
it has almost ceased in this district and would soon die out 
of itself. In the following list I have excluded from each 
village the name of any clan in which the percentage is not 
4 . 9 . 
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HXJMEERPOOR. 

16. From H. A. Haebison, Esq., Officiating Magistrate, Hu- 
meerpoor, to G. H. M. Ricketts, Esq., Officiatihg Commis- 
sioner Allahabad 8ih March, 1871. 

As directed in paragraph 7 of No. 1455, dated 17th 
November, 1870, 1 have the honour to submit my report on 
the census of the Rajpoots inhabiting this district. 

2. Letter No. 1455 was received with No. 1638A., dated 
16th December, 1870, and on its receipt I directed the enu- 
meration to 'be made on the 15th January, and I issued full 
instructions how the same was to he made. The whole of my 
Tehseel establishments were employed on the day fixed 
in the work ; to each officer a circle was made over, and ho 
was directed on the 15 th to be present at the enumeration iii 
one or more villages where the largest number of the clans, 
named in letter No. 1638, resided, besides supervising the' 
census generally within his circle. He also after the enu- 
meration tested its correctness. The circles were apportioned 
to the officers according to their importance ; for instance, in 
Eaat the Tehsoeldar himself took the circle in which Mul- 
haita, Mujgaon, &c., are, and which are inhabited by Puti- . 
wars, who are by far the most guilty clan inhabiting the dis- 
trict. In Humeerpoor the Tehseeldar was present at Tehra 
inhabited by Guhurwars, and in other pergunnahs the circles 
were apportioned on the same principle. 

3. Since the census was taken, it has been tested by the ■ 
Tehseeldars, Canoongoes, (fee., and I and Mr. Martin have . 
also tested the returns in numerous villages. ' Prom my own 
testing, and from that of Mr. Martin, it appears that the enu- 
meration has been well done ; as but very few mistakes have 
been found. 

4. Tlie census has been taken in form Appendix 0. of 
letter No. 1455A., dated 14th November, 1870; and, with 
a view of showing concisely the result of the census, I have 
prepared the returns I now submit. In the one I have 
grouped all the villages inhabited by each clan togetherj 
according to pergunnahs, showing separately the Rajpoot 
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population of each village : in the other, I have showed the 
result for each clan in each porgunnah, and in the whole 
district. The returns submitted are in the form Appendix C. 
with three columns added to show the total number of male 
and female children, with the proportion held by the latter 
to the total child population. 

5. The enumeration of all the Rajpoots throughout the 
district has been taken. I will now first remark on the result 
as it effects the clans entered in Appendix A. of No. 1638A., 
dated 16th December, 1870. 

Purihars of Pcrgumali Raat ^ — These 1 find, although the 
same clan, are from purer descent a higher branch than the 
Purihars in the other pergunnahs. The census shows 27 per 
cent, of girls only. The clan practices infanticide more than 
any other clan in the district ; in fact, until within six years, 
hardly any female children were allowed to live. 

Dikhits . — These have been proclaimed throughout the 
district, and rightly so. In no pergunnahs is the average 
of female children a good one, and the census proves, what 
was known before, lliat this clan is guilty of infanticide. 

Goultcms . — This clan also has been rightly proclaimed ; for, 
though in some pergunnahs the average rises above 40, yet 
there can be no question of the guilt of the clan. In pergun- 
nah Soomairpore the average is 43 ; but yet in that very 
pergunnah in the village of Soroulee Boozoorg, there are 
81 girls to 164 boys, or an average of 33, and with so large 
a child-popirlation this ratio, unless hifanticide was practiced, 
could not exist. 

GiiTiiiricars . — Tlie present enumeration is much more favour- 
able to this clan than shown in return submitted with my 
No. 94, dated 29th July, 1870. The average of girls now is 
42, there being 68 boys to 50 girls. The Tehseeldar himself 
was present at the enumeration in the village of Tehra, 
where nearly all the child-population is to be found. The 
average is not what it should be, and I would not therefore 
alter the orders issued-xegarding it. 
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under the ban of suspicion by Mr. Hobart. '.As a Vholo, 
this clan- seems wonderfully free from the taint of tbe crime, 
though the Tilokchundeo Bais in Oudh were once the leaders ' 
of the movement., The nine- villages referred to had, in 
1868, 97 boys to 31 girls ; but the totals now are 102" and' 
41 (71; 29), so that the girl population has already increased 
by jive per cent. 

64. In the far north of the district will . be found four , 
villages of Hanra Thakoors — a' distinguished branch of the 
Chowhans, but now, quite distinct from them, and rarely to 
be met with throughout these Provinces. In 1856 the girl ■ 
population was at zero; and Mr. Moore was justly severe on 
the four unhappy villages. In 1868, Mr, Hobart found six 
datrghters of the tribe, and in 1871 1 recorded 13, so that 
here too the inci’case is encouragingly good. Ho marriage 
of a daughter, however, has yet taken place within the 
memory of the oldest inhabitant. 

65. It is needless to go into the details of the few remain- 
ing villages, included iu the 216, belonging to certain other 
Kajpoot clans; whose numbers do not afford ground for a 
proper generalization, any more than their received eharabter 
justifies special mention or interference ; but which were- 
entered in the suspected list on the statistics of o?ie or two 
individual villages — a foundation, to my mind, not very safe 
for general purposes, but sufficiently so in the exoeptional 
circumstances of such enquiries as the present. In almost 
every one there is a change for the better ; but any details . 
worthy of mention will be given in the next part of this - 
report, which treats of the present state of the district as I , 
found it in 1871. 

66. And now, having drawn this somewhat tedious com- 
parison to a close, and reviewed the present as contrasted 
with the past state of the district, in connection with the . 
chief clans and villages,— to what general conclusion do the 
figures as thus collated point? Three years have passed ' 
away since Mr. Hobart’s list was drawn , up with careful 
minuteness ; but . no action of any kind was taken till the 
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pT'OSGiit enquiry "was sot on foot, and a general census of all . 
suspected villages called for. "Wliile legislation in regard 
to other matters has, from 1856 and onwards, been rapidly 
progressing — and great reforms have been idfe— nothing up 
to last your (1870) was vouched safe in regard to the all- 
important question of how’ best to cheek and suppress a.notori- 
ously wide spread crime, of a character at once so heinous 
in itself, so barbarous in its tendencies, and so terrible in 
its consequences. Yet, limiting ourselves to these three last 
years, and despite this “ laisscz faire" policy — an improve- 
ment w’hich in the circumstances may justly be termed ffi-eaf, 
a general advance of ilnre per coil, in tho girl popul.ation 
of those 216 suspected villages has been cftccted. Though 
still far below its normal level, that percentage bids fair 
to rise, at no distant date, to its proper and natural standard. 
This end will be mightily hastened — this goal will be the 
more speedily attained by the application to these clans and 
villages of the admirable Rules prepared, under Act Vlll. 
of 1870, for the suppression of female infanticide. And 
arguing from tlic past to the future, from the known to 
tho unknow’n, from cspei'ience to hope, may wo not venture 
to predict that this is indeed the beginning of the end. 

* * » * 

67. Having thus shown, from two different stand points, 

, . , tlic comparative state of the district 

Part third. 

as regards the villages formerly de- 
signated suspicious, and entered as such in their respec- 
tive lists by Messrs. Moore and Hobart, it only remains 
to state concisely the result of my owm experience, irrespec- 
tive of previous statistics, during my personal enquiry in 
the early months of 187 1. At the same time, the chief points 
of interest and importance have really been forestalled and 
anticipated by those previous remarks j for though jlew 
ground was trenched on by me, the matter was in itself an 
old one, and it is only by contrasting the state of things 
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now witli tlicir condition then that any intelligible scnitiny 
can be made, and any reliable opinion formed as to the pre- 
valence of infanticide at the present day. 

68. , As 1 said before, the recent investigations by Mr. 
Hobart really preclude both the necessity and the possibility 
of importing new matter into any such enquiry as the pre- 
sent. And in my comparatively simple, though laborious, 
census work, I woidd have boon quite safe in accepting as 
the basis of operation the list of , villages examined and 
recorded by him. 1 was aware that any divergence from his 
carefully . prepared list (containing a total of 216 villages) 
would probably be labour lost. But as this was the first 
overt action taken by Government in the great work of 
stamping out the noxious growth and suppressing the bar- 
barous practice ; and as, under the Act, the entire district was 
proclaimable, if not proclaimed, 1 deemed it my duty to 
extend my enquiries as far a's possible ; and with this object 
1 visited a largo number of Rajpoot villages which had not 
previously attracted attention. In this way my records in- 
cluded, at the close, about 400 villages, scattered all over the' 
district, but chiefly in the suspected pergunnahs of Amo’^^^j 


Ourungabadnugur, and Munsoornugur Bustee. 

.n '■eason, in thus break’’'" freah grou’-b 
convinced of the wo.. ’ .nr .._.acy and completeness of 

Mr. Hobart’s list, and of the fact that wiUiin his list the 
“creme de la creme” of guilty villages was to be found. 
Nevertheless, the additional labour did not prove to be alto- 
gether futile, as will be seen below. 


70. The work in which 1 was engaged had a twofold 
aspect,— taking the census of suspected villages ; second 
concluding as to what villages should be subjected to the 
action of the new law. This sequence, if hardly logical (for 
suspicion should naturally follow statistics), will explain itself 
when I add, that I considered all Rajpoot villages pHmd facie 
suspicious, and threw as it were on their statistics the 
onus probandi,” so far as exemption from the new proce- 
dure was concerned. I was thus necessitated at the outset 
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(ntlonsl as rogardcd new villages) to detormmo a criterion by 
wliicli to gauge the reasonableness, in special eases, of tlio 
general suspicion attaching to all Bajpoot villages in the 
district. 1 found that niy predecessors hud adopted the 
standard of 35 as the lowest porccnl.ago of girl population 
compatible with c.Kcmjition from suspicion, but that they 
had not hesitated to transgress this self-imposed rule in 
special circumstances. I was of opinion that although no 
standard had been authoritatively and definitely ti-ved for the 
present enquiry, yet llie suggestion of 40 per ccn(. as tho 
limit of female minor population was the most just and 
reasonahlo in tho circumshmccs, and that all villages, with a 
girl percentage tiiidiv iJds mnrh, .should be primarily amenable 
to the AoU For allhongh 35 jicr cent, might, cctcria paribus, 
form a Very fair standard from which to oxamino castes and 
clans on whom express suspicion did not rest, orliad not been 
substantiated bore or elsewhere, tho case was very dilForent 
where, as in this distfiet, tho practice of infanticide was 
a notorious fact in ninnorous Bqjpoot villages. All villages 
under 4.0 per cent. 1 therefore designated suspicions, 

71. How then did the statistics of (ho 400 villages 
which I visited, and whoso population, adult and minor, I 
carefully recorded, bear out tbo character of the disliict as 
previously drawn in snob dark colours? Among tbo 21G 
villages of Sir. Hobart (which included a fortiori tbo more 
limited number examined in 185G by Mr. Moore;, 1 found 
that tho interval of three j'cars bad raised 26 above tho pre- 
scribed level, and tliat Oio remaining 190 were still below tho 
mark. These 190 of course constituted the vast majority 
of tho very worst cases in tho district. And of tho 
remaining 200 villages, which I now examined for the first 
time, I only found reason for suspicion on the basis of statis- 
tics in tho case of 42. Those 42, however, were not only 
bad in tliOmsolvcs as showing an abnormally low girl popu- 
lation, but tbcj' -were all more or less connected with others 
in which infanticide was notoriously practised. Thus the 
total number of villages actually under the 40 per cent, stau- 
2 18 
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dard amounts for tlie present to '232. In regard to tlie'se 
232 villages but one course is open, that of immediate action' 
under the law, — wbicb will be the means, I trust and believey 
of saving mucb life and preventing mucli crime- 

72. But 1 am not of opinion, so far as my limited ex- 
perience goes, that it would be "expedient at once to • except' 
oven the 26 villages (whose percentages are not below the 
level of 40 per cent.") entered in' Mr. Hobart’s list of 1868.: 
It will be no difficult matter, in the course of a year or two,- 
and when the law is in full force, to come to a clearer under- 
standing as to their status ; and to exempt or retain them 
according to circumstances. For the immediate present, how-:- 
over — considering that up to a very recent date they were 
entered in the suspected list after a careful and elaborate 
enquiry — considering also their surroundings and circumstan- 
ces, their habits and associations— I would strongly recom-' 
mend that they meauwhile'be retained in the list of villages; 
under surveillance. In this view,- the -216 of Mr. Hobart,' 
and the 42 now added by mo, give a total of 258 villages (vide 
Annexure No. III.) to be brought under the operation of 
Act VIII. of 1870. As recurring opportunities of revising 
the census arise, the list may be modified or extended. Af 
present, to include more would be as useless as to exclude 
^py would bo dangerous. 

The remarks that follow then will be made "bn the' 
unddistanding that in all of these . 258 villages (with their- 
2,235 families or households), the. proclamation, potential as 
against the entire district, will become an actual fact; and 
that proceedings in regard to them, already commenced in an- 
ticipation of permission, will be sanctioned by Government. 
Beyond the restraint imposed by a careful registration system,; 
and the trifling assessment necessary to bear current expenses 
under the Act, nothing of a very unusual character ydll: 
bo inaugurated, save in those villages where the girl percent- 
age is under 25 out of every hundred minors. .And here I 
would take the opportunity of. submitting that to except - 
Irom the operation of the law villages in which the enliroj" 
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nunor. population is ■ under 25, would be, as my experience 
shows me, simply putting a 'premium on the practice in many 
a Rajpoot village. • It must not be supposed that a large 
population is any essential element in the crime and its 
practice. Wherever it has once gained ground on the score 
of pride or custom, or otherwise, and where pecuniary 
interests are at work in the same direction, the practice will 
be found to exist, though there be but one Thakoor household 
in the, village, and but one girl born in that household. This 
fact was firmly impressed on my mind during personal en- 
quiries in numerous villages — large and small. If it were the 
case that suspected villages were really few and far between, 
then there would be fair ground for more caution and deliber- 
ation before proceeding to characterize as suspicious a vil- 
lage where, the minors being few in number, the boys pre- 
ponderated even to an unusual extent. It is a well known 
fact that our own social system can produce many instances 
of abnormal proportions (or disproportions) between the 
sexes,' sometimes on one side and sometimes on the other; 
and nothing would be more unjust than to argue that be- 
cause in a certain family the boys outnumbered the girls ergo 
female infanticide is there practised. This would be an in- 
duction of the most illogical character. To generalize from 
exceptional cases is tantamount to begging the question. 
•But when not one, but scores of villages, in the same neigh- 
bourhood, and of the same clan, are found to present one after 
another the same features, and ivhen too these features are 
opposed to the course of nature, as exemplified universally 
elsewhere, we may well refuse to adopt the argument of 
“ insufficient basis,” and, proceeding on the simple ground 
of facts and figures, conclude that theg are the best 
exponents of the character of a village (whatever be its 
population) till the reverse be proved. In this view I ear- 
nestly hope that such villages as contain an entire minor po- 
pulation of less than 25, but in which, for one reason or 
another, the element of suspicion is found, will, one and all, be 
retained on the list, either alone or grouped along with others 
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itvto circles, till a different course is found to be cxpocliont 
and necessary. 

74. On the basis thou of tho 258 villages recorded in 
the suspected list (Annoxuro No. III.), I find that of chil- 
dren -horn since tho mutiny, tho totals are 4,374 boys to 
1,531 girls — tho latter being thus about 2(1 per cent, of tho 
entire minor population. If, ho\ycvfcr, tlie 2(1 villages pron- 
onsly referred to bo omitted, tho girl percentage of tho re- 
maining 232 villages will fall loider 25. When it is remem- 
bered that tho general female percentage of all classes as re- 
corded in the 18G5 census was 45, and that this was heavily 
weighted with the low Eajpoot avcr.ages, the enormous con- 
trast between the girl population in these villages and in 
other castes will be strikingly apparent. Eonghly speaking, 
for every 50,bo3'6 in a Bnahmin or Kayoth village, there is 
a like number of girls, the births arc usually very much on 
a level ; but in a corresponding Eajpoot village, tlic proportion 
loses its equality and becomes something like 75 io 25 pc/r 
hundred. 'l 

75. Of these 258 villages, 26, as formerly mentioned, 
have a girl population above 40 per cent. ; 107 uro between 
25 and 40 ; 123 show a proportion under 25 j while two have! 
at present no minor population, Tho relative position ol’ 
these classes on tho percentage basis is as under ; — 


(1.) Above 40 per cent, 26 villages, or 10 per cent, of the Trliolo 2581 

(2.) Under 40 per cent.. 


' . 


but above 26 per cent, 107 ,, 

or 42 


ft 

(3.) Under 25 per cent. ... 123 „ 

or 47i 

n 

f} 

(4.) Without minor popn 




lation . 2 „ 

oi' i 


if 

Total ... 258 

100 



76. Of the 123 under 25 per cent,, 

I find 

that no'' less 


than 38 are unable to produce' a single’ daughter born, since 
the mutiny, while the boys in these 38 villages number 260 ; 
that 24 villages have a female minor population under 10 
per cent., their totals being 504 boys to 42 girls, in the pro- 
portion of 92 to 8 per hundred ; and that the remaining 61 
villages (from 10 to 25 per cent.) contain of boys 1,449 and of 
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girls 327, tcing 82 per cent, of tlio forinor to 18 of tlio latter. 
It will thus bo SQOU that the minor population of the villages 
under 25 per cent, (all of them notoriously, had) amounts to 
2,213 boj-s and 369 girls, with an average porcontago of 86 
to 14. They contain moro than half the entire number of 
boys found in the whole 258 villages, while of the total girls 
they exhibit only one^ fifth jiart — leaving to the 107 (between 
25 and 40) and the 26 (above 40) 2,161 boys to 1,162 girls, 
in the proportion of 651 to 344 per hundred. 

77. Tlioso 258 villages are scattered, more or less, over seven 
pergunnalis of the district — being found to somo extent in all 
except Benaikporo West, which is conneoted more than any 
other with the contiguous district of Gornckpore. Although, 
however, each of the seven pergunnahs contains villages on 
■which suspicion has boon found to rest, the guilty villages are by 
no means equally distributed. Of the three pergunnahs most 
concerned with the present enquiry, Ainorha stands first, 
both in the number of suspicious villages and in the degree 
of suspicion incurred, including within its six tuppas the 
most persistent votaries of Iho crime. Of the two that follo^Y 
next, the Ourungabadnugur villages, though not nnraeroirs 
in themselves, aro at once tho larger, moro populous, and more 
open to suspicion ; hut Munsoornugur Bnstco is not far be- 
hind. Both, however, play a very subordinate part as com- 
pared with Araorha; while both are far moro deeply implicated 
than any of those that remain. The other four pergunnahs 
are comparatively unimportant; onlj* one of them {'Buttunporo 
Bansee) found a place in Mr. Moore’s report ; and of the villages 
now entered as suspicious in tho remaining three, some arootf- 
sboots of suspected clans whoso real homo is elsewhere — while 
others are stray villages of different tribes, which ha^'e been 
ontei'cd not on tho ground of notoriety or connection with 
well known guilty elans, but simply on tho basis of statistics. 
In tho case of individual villages, statistics may not always 
be a sure foundation on which to proceed ; abnormal propor- 
tion of male and female births may be an anomaly capable of 
explanation on no other ground than that of nature and natural 
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causes : but the fact (1) that such villages are Rajpoot villages,, 
ami (2) that their girl population is under tho mark, justifies 
(at. least for the present) their ontiy in tho suspected list 
The following -table will epitomize briefly and clearly tho 
part these pergunnahs play in tho infanticide drama, and tho 
extent to which, after careful enquiry, suspicion has been 
found to rest on pach ; — 


1 

Pergunnalu 

Number of 
‘ BHspcctcd 
■Villages. 

Percentage. 

Amorlia ... ... 


160 

About 62 per cen 

i.of tbe Tvliolc. 

Ournngabadnugut ... 

i 

• •• 

37 


10 „ 

it 

ft 

Munsoornugur Bustco 


Cl 


IS „ 

ft 

n 

Euttunporc Banseo ••• 

• •• 

10 


^ ft 

ft 

ft 

Muholeo ... ..t 

«*« 

11 

-ri. 

» 

^ ft 

n 

tt ' 

Hussunpore Mughur 


9 


^ tf 

M 

tt 

Eussoolporo Ghous 


10 


* tt 

tf 

tt 

Total 

• •• 

268 


100. 




78. Of the 160 villages found in Amorha, 88 are below 
25 per cent,, and 2 ^ of these are utterly girlless. Ourunga- 
badungur has two without daughters out of tho 13 villages 
below 25'^per cent. ; while Munsoornugur Bustee, with 9 
villages under that mark, has also two in which there has been 
no daughter born since the mutiny of 1857. Divided over 
the other four pergunnahs are the remaining 13 villages whoso' 
girl population fails to, attain to the limit of ono-fourth of tho 
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•etitiro minor population. As tlic 25 por cont. under tlio now 
rules is a point of tlio utmost importance, and lays sucli 
villages as come below it under peculiar obligations and res- 
trictions, ifinay bo well to state in tabular form the details of 
tbe 123 villages in wbicb registers of pregnancy — not to 
speak of births and deaths — will fall to bo kept up ; — 


Pergunnnh. 

Number of Vil- 
laifcs under 

25 per cent. 

Percent ago of the 
ivliolc 123, 

Amorha ... ... 

63 

(2 per cent. 

OurunBahadnuRur ... 

13 

11 „ 

Munpoornacur nustoe 

9 

7 ly 

Ituttui’pore lliinpce ... ... 

4 

n „ 

I.tuuolec ... 

5 

4 1) 

JlussunpoTC MuKhur ... 

1 

3 

Kusso'jlporc Ghuus ... 

3 

21 „ 


123 

100. 


Thus again, in evil prc-eminoucc, Amorha heads the list; 
while the two that follow, tliough far behind the first, distance 
all the others — Ourungahudnugur having in itself as many 

of these ill-omened villages as the remaining four pergunnahs, 
and Munsoornugur Custeo having more than the aggregate of 

Knttunporo Bansee, Hussunporc Mughur, and Russooljioro 
Ghous. 

79. Looking onco again from thopergunnah stand point on 

the basis of the t-.'ial nwiihcr of boys and girls in each, how do 
we find matters to stand ? Of course the proportion all round 
(of the totals) usually varies with the number of villages as the 
proportion of percentages does with the clans and races. But 
occasionally wo find, as for example in Ourungabadnugur, 
that a smaller number of villages may turn out a (;omjjara- 
tively denser population. The Goutnm villages of Ourunga- 
badnugur exhibit in a marked degree sub-division; and the 
families in whom the zemindaree rights are vested are pecu- 
liarly loath to quit their homes. The consequence is that 
each household becomes the centre of a number of subsidiary 
families, all of them unwilling to abandon the ancestral 
dwelling ; and as they are generally not disposed to hold other- 
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Busteo still boasts a Kullmns Eajali as its local cliiof. Tlio 
royal fariiilies in each case belonged to tho threo grout clans 
•with wlucli’thcy ^Ycro conncctod, and over -wliieli tlioir rulp 
extended ; had long boon soUlcd hero ,* and had given to 
those families a permanency of location which to none other 
was vouched safe. Of tho two other titular sovereignties in 
the district, Muhson (also Soorujbnns) seems really an off- 
shoot of tho Amorha honso ; while Bansec, in tho far north, 
is the seat of tho Sirnct Thakoors. Although tho Sirncyts 
hold numerous villages along tho Nepanl frontier and through- 
out tho northern pergunnabs, they hsive never been found 
open to suspicion, and contribute but five villages, none of 
which are much below tho average, to tho snspectod list. So 
that in speaking of reprosentivo families and their localities, 
in connection with the practice of female infanticide, the Sir- 
neyts may safely be left out of account. 

83. With tho head-quarters of their royal families 
located in their midst, with all tho force of old associations 
binding them to tbo spot, with tlio growth of popnlation and 
tlie progress of time, it is only natural that tbo Soorujbuns 
in Amorha, the Goutura in Oui-nngabadnugnr, and tho 
Kulhuns in Munsoornugur Bustee, should have transferred in 
great measure to these localities their oum characteristics and 
peculiarities ; and this is so much the case that tho pergunnali 
and the clan have become almost convertible terms. Omit- 
ting the Sirneyts, with whom the present enquiry has 
happily little to do (and on whom the healthy influence of their 
chief has been exerted \vith the best results), with no other 
- clan do the above remarks as to locality and prominence 
hold good. The Hanras own but four small villages, and 
• are strangers in the land ; the Bais have no special locality 
which they can call their own, though they are rich in scat- 
tered villages. So too the Burwars, Chouhans, and Kousiks^ 
who follow next in order ; and so too finally the Bisens, 
Gurgbunsees, Eajbomars, Baekwars, Bandhulgotees, Ra- 
thprs, &c., who contribute here and there one or two outlying 
villages to the suspected list. Thus it is that -in coming to 
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roviow ilic tljstriol from llio ftniul ]UMnl of dlvene claiii and 
/omi/iVjf, it must bo bonio in mind tliat the proiniiJPiil part 
is plnvcij (1) by llm Sjoornjlmns ; (2) by the Gontnm nnci 
Kullmns ;(;>) inn 1os‘;do;jrcebv the Buis, Btirwar, Clionban, 
Hunni and Knusik ; and (-}) to n still smaller extent by tho 
few n-jiresentutivcs of snob tribes as remain. Uejirossivo 
measures, to be eneehml, must be l.nkon Avitb .s)>ecial relbronco 
to the three elans first -named ; it is amon" them that they 
xvill have most room for notion ; tmd it is tbero that, if pro- 
perly carried ont, they will have the most lasting nnd boni- 
ficial results. With llu'-e few exjdauatory romarks, I 
proeced to glauco .sliorlly at llio .statistics recorded on tho 
basis of race. 

y 1. Foremost among all the gnilty elans stand Lbc Soo- 
rnjbunfi b'ajpoots. Holding (along with (bo Gon(mns) tho 
bigbost position among their teilow -caste men in the noigbbour- 
lioed, they have over been nnwilling to mate tbeir daughters 
with any but the noblest of (heir race, nnd bavo long boon 
notorious for the wholesale j»raelico of female infatiticidc. 
Out of the IfiO suspei'led villages found in the Aniorba For- 
gimnubj they contribute 12.‘1; while four others, located olsc- 
whero, make up their total of 127. The entire minor popu- 
lation of (hes:o 127 villages, {. c., of those horn snhseqnonfc 
to the mutiin*, amounts to 2,208 hoys and (ifi ! girls, in tho 
projiorlion of 77 to 23 per hundred. Tho genera! average 
of the clan is thus below llio standard of what may bo term- 
ed hlood-t cd idlUiptA (25 per cent,); and this is of itself nmplo 
ground for tho Itifercnce, were inference necessary, that tito 
pracUco of the crime is still rife throughout the six tujipas 
which constitute Amorha. Among lhc.«o 127 villages, 77 
actually fall under the 25 per cent limit, many of them very 
much below it ; while of tho 77, four ami turnif nra utterly 
daughtcrloBS, and fail to produce a .single girl born within 
the last fifteen years. Tho girl percentage of the Amorha 
porgunnab, taken as a whole, was found {vide paragrajib 80; 
to bo 21 : that of the Soonijbnns villages is 23 — a dill'ercnco 
of one per cout. only. From, lliis it will be scon to ho\Y 
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groat art extent the porgunnali is cdnstitntccl by the clan, and 
how intimately tho territory is connected with the race— tho 
small difference of one per cent, being duo to tho counter- 
balancing influence of a foreign element, comprising some 
30 villages of different and less guilty tribes. 

85. These general totals of the vSoorujbuns villages aro 
not, however, to bo accepted as a fair embodiment in figures 
of the condition of all classes or sub-divisions included in 
the clan. The Soorujbuns families, though united by tho 
bond of a common ancestry, though belonging, all of 
them, to one Goto or clan (the Bharatdwaj), do not form 
such a homogeneous whole as is commonly supposed. They 
are split up into two great divisions, tho first division includ- 
ing two sub-classes ; and separated from tho second by a 
broad demarcation line. The original element of the Soo- 
rujbuns clan has branched off into the two classes of Bahoos 
and Koours ; while these have been supplemented gradually 
by a new element, the Thakoors proper, also members of tho 
Soorujbuns tribe, but who brought with them, from 
the Thakoor Settlements in Oudli, a lower-typed graft of tho 
family tree. As representatives and. descendants of what 
was once the royal race of Ainorha, the Baboos and Koours 
take precedence of the Thakoors ; and the fact that the former 
families do, while the latter as a rulo do not, intermarry 
with the Sirnets is one result of this difference of status 
among the members of the clan.' The Baboos and Koours 
are very much on a level ; but the Baboos are admittedly the 
primi inter pares,” and take tho first place as a matter of 
light. This privilege they owe, I believe, to tho fact of 
their being descendants of the older branch of the original 
family, w'hile the Koours trace back their origin through the 
representatives of the younger line. It remains to be seen 
•U’hat position must bo accorded, in the present enquiry, to 
these three great.families ; and with this view I have carefully 
discriminated between the villages belonging to each. 
Occasionally they are found partially intermixed, where 
common rights had been inherited or . acquired j but 



'NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES. ' 257 

-tlieso instances Avill have no appreciable effect on my 
conclusions. 

86. The Baboos of the clan own and inhabit 45 villages 
■out of the total 127 contributed by the Soorujbuns families 
to the suspected list. I found the minor population of these 
45 villages to bo of boys 761 and of girls 209 ; giving a pro- 
portion of 78i to 21i per hundred. Twenty-eight of their 
villages— more than half the entire number — are under the 
25 per cent, standard, and 10 of the 28 aro without a sin- 
gle girl. To these Baboo families belong certain lesser sub- 
divisions, off-shoots from the central stock, to which refer- 
ence has already been made in the comparison between sta- 
tistics of 1868 and 1871, on the basis of Mr. Hobart’s list. 
Such are the Baboos of Bhudawar Kullan, still, as formerly, 
specially notorious , whose 10 villages show but 15 girls to 
their 231 boys 1 6 to 94 per cent.), and in one of whose vil- 
lages (Gobhia) there are 54 boys and not a single girl ; the 
Kamgurh Baboos, in seven of whoso villages I found 108 
boys and 25 girls, and those of Pertabgurh, two of whoso 
villages contain of boys 36 and of girls 10. All these 
are examples, on a smaller scale, of what the clan is on a 
greater ; and the same result wdli be found, if, proceeding 
still further dowm, we analyze individual villages, and come 
• at last to the family units. 

87. The Koours of the Soorujbuns clan form the largest 
of its sub-divisions — holding 54 villages out of the 127. 
The boys in their villages number 984, the girls amount to 
258, and the general proportion is thus 79 to 21 per hun- 
dred, or half per cent. lower than the girl percentage of the 
Baboos. Of villages under 25 per cent., the Koours have 
37, and 11 of these are daughterless. A lesser branch of this 
family has its centre in Pukherwa Kullan, and contains, in 23 
of its villages, 444 boys to 70 girls, or 87 to 13 per hundred ; 
while the Nagpore Koours in 19 of their villages, show an 
average of 78 to 22 on their totals of 283 and 80. The 
terrible disproportion of the sexes is nowhere more marked 
than among the Koours of Amorha. 
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' ’88. ' Lastly,- of the Soornjb'uns Rajpoots, come the Tha- ■ 
koors proper. Unconnected with the previous classes other- ‘ 
wise than by a reniote ancestry and a now common locality ; ; 
more sparsely found on this side of the Gogra, aiid with fewer 
inducements to practice the, crime, the Thalcoors contribute 
only 28 villages to the suspected list. In these I recorded, 
463 boys to 197 girls (61 to 29) ; while of the 28, 1 found 11 
to be under 25 per cent, and three unable to produce a single 
girl. Allusion has already been made to this Thakoor family 
{vide paragraph 55) ; so to those figures nothing further need 
here be added. 

89. From the statistics gi\‘en above, it is abundaii^‘j 
evident that the Baboos and Koours are far more deCB^ply 
implicated in the crime than are the Thakoors of the triM bo ; 
and this is only natural in the circumstances. With a lnj_;her 
lineage to boast of, the Baboos and Koours are at once 
fastidious and more extravagant. The motive power beV’ng 
weaker in the case of the Thakoor families, the ^ results A ro 
correspondingly less apparent. Among them, the repressiyve 
measures now inaugiirated will have fair ground on- .which ,ta ■) 
operate ; the poison, circulating but slowly, will be the mom - 
easily neutralized and arrested. Very different is the case of j 
the Baboos and Koours who stand almost on a par in evil pre-’\| 
eminence and blood guiltiness. In 1856, Mr. Moore recorded 
his opinion that the Koours were the most addicted, of the , j 
two, to infanticide ; in 1868, Mr. Hobart modified this dictitmj j 
and reported the Baboos to be, if any thing, the more notori- j 
ous. Now two elements seem to me essential , (at least/, 
theoretically) to any such organized infanticide movement /' 
(1) high family and pride of race'; (2) poverty, or at least indiyl - 
gent circumstances. Both the Baboos and the Koours posses s', 
to a cei’tain extent these elements ; for both at once boast dri 
ancient pedigree, and lament an empty purse. But when /we 
remember that these differences are not equalized ; thatfthe,- 
Baboos are not so much above the Koours in rank as the 
Koours are below them in wealth, we see the rationale' oi the 
couclusion (theoretically inevitable, and borne out by statistics)/ 
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iliat of the two tlie Koours are tlie .'mbre guilty. Descendant's 
of tlie younger branch, they never enjoyed the same privi- 
leges, substantial or ceremonial, as did the Baboos ; but they 
multiplied more rapidly, married as loftily, expended as roy- 
ally ; and — hinc illae lacrymae. 

90. The following table will show at once 'the relative 
positions of the three great families of Soorujbuns Bajpoots i— 


raniily. 

Number of sus- 
pected Villages. 

Number below 
25 per cent. 

Number without 
Girls. 

To 

tal. 

Percentages 

1 





Boys 

Girls. 

1 Boys. 

1 

Girls. 

Baboos ' ... 1 

46 

28 


761 

209 

1 

1 

1 

1 

21J. 

1 

Kouurs ••• ' 

54 

37 

1 

11 

984 

258 

1 

i 79 

21 

Thakoora ... 

28 

12 

3 

463 

197 

61 

29 

Total ... 

127 

77 

24 

2,208 

664 

77 

23 


. 91. Leaving Amorha and following the river westwards 
we reach Ourungabacinugur, the home of the Gontums. The 
same unhealthy atmosphere of pride, poverty, and extravagance, 
pervades this pergunnah, though Avith a more limited area, as 
it did Amorha. The extraordinary sub-division and separation 
of interest in land is proved by the existence of hosts of 
putteedars, who fritter away in driblets the produce of their 
villages, leaving less than enough for each. As they are poor, 
- so are they proud. Thus there are not wanting in their ease 
some of those motive influences Avhich, acting on unenlightened 
and barbarous natures, tend finally toAvards infanticide. The 
Goutums are not to be found in any tiling like the same 
numbers as the Soorujbuns Bajpoots : for (1) they are a much 
smaller clan in themselves ; and (2) they have not been aug- 
mented by importations from without as tlie Soorujbuns 
IThakoors were by the emigration of the Pooramurna families 
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from Ouclli. In every way tlio Gontums arc tlio more limited 
and exclusive of the two, Of tlioir 47 villages, 27 find a 
place in the suspected list and contain 595 boys to 149 girls 
in the proportion of 80 to 20 per hundred. Although this 
general average is the lowest yet recorded, the Goutums 
cannot be said to bo so deeply implicated as their Amorha 
neighbours ; for the proportion of suspected villages among 
the Soorujbuns is considerably greater than that of the 
Goutum clan. Nor have the latter the advantage possessed 
by the others of a number of villages just on the wrong side of 
40 per cent, (contributed by the Thakoors), whoso high pro- 
portions neutralize so far the low averages of the majority. 
The shade of differcucG however is inappreciably slight. 

92. Of the 27 villages, I find 15 to bo under 25 percent., 
showing 450 boys to 82 girls; and three of those are daughtorlcss. 
Their largest village Pipra has a minor population of 266 ; of 
whom 221 are boys and 45 girls, in the proportion of 83 to 
17 per hundred, Bhelwul\\?iS,Z5 andG ; Mehrecporc 65 and 11 ; 
Naikapar 25 and 2 : Neerunjunporc 11 and 1. Of the 12 tuppas 
Pipra, between the Koano and the Manoraraa, supplies at 
once the greatest number and the worst specimens of suspect- 
ed villages ; while Munwurparah, in the oast of the pergun- 
nah, follows at a considerable interval — the remaining tuppas 
only contributing a few outlying villages. When we consider 
that Pipra, besides being the tuppa in which sub-division of 
property has been carried to its greatest extent, and besides 
being the neighbourhood of notoriou.sly mutinous villages, 
is close.to the Hawelee Tuppa in which tlie Nugur Rajah dwelt, 
and contains almost all the purer Goutum villages (for there 
are two classes) connected with tliat once proud family, we 
are at no loss to divine the cause of this pre-eminence. , As 
for Manwurparah, its. lands bound with those of Amorha; 
and no doubt the influences at work tliere have not been, 
without result in the adjoining territory.. 

. 93., North of Ourungabadnugur, and forming what may 
be, termed the central pergunnah of the distriot,. is. Munsoor- 
nugur. B.ustee,. the: region of the Kulbuns Thakoors,- -It 
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constituted in early times the dominion of the Bustce Rajahs, 
whose representative still enjoys the title, and mueh of 
the territory, of his ancestors. Of purehj Kulhuns villages 
I found 13 to be worthy of a placo in the suspected list ; with 
a minor population of 435 boys to 190 girls, in the proportion 
of 70 to 30 per hundred. Only 5 of the 13 are actually 
under 25 per cent., and only one of these five is daughterless. 
Less extravagant in their habits, if not lower in rank, the 
Kulhunscs have never been so notorious as tho Soorajbans 
and Goutum Rajpoots. Their suspected villages are fewer, 
and their percentages are higher, than those of the latter 
tribes. Atroh and Sheopore, towards the north-east of the 
pergunnah, aro tho worst of the tnppas tho one bordering 
with Amorha, tho other being contiguous to Oudh. 

94. "With the three great elans whose details have now. 
been given, much the greater party of my enquiry was con- 
cerned ; for although there remain representatives of many 
other Rajpoot tribes, some of them with very low averages, 
their villages aro mostly few and their population scanty. 
They have moreover, with the exception of the Sirnets, no 
distinct and definite locale in the Busteo District. Of the 
whole 258 villages, the 91 that remain to bo mentioned be- 
long to no less than 27 diverse elans, and to these 1 will now 
very briefly allude. Among the 27, the Bais Thakoors have 
alone been able to effect anything like a general settlement 
in tlie district. Next to the Soorajbans, they possess the 
largest number of Rajpoot villages; and in this view Ave 
W’ould have expected them to have played a more prominent 
part in the enquiry ; even though they are not usually sup- 
posed to be so much addicted, here or elsewhere, to the prac- 
tice of infanticide. But (1) their villages are not centralized ; 
they are scattered here and there all over the district, and in 
each of the pergunnahs ; and (2) they are frequently found 
in villages Cither very small in tiiemselves or partly OAvned 
and inhabited by other castes : so that the mere number of 
■their villages is no criterion of the extent of their population. 

6 20 
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95. All tUo clans fonml in tlio suspoclcil llsl may, so 
far as tlio present enquiry is conooniod, bo classified a» 
imclcr — 

(1) Soornjbuns. 

(2) Goutnm and Kulliuns. 

(3) Bais, Bnrwar, Cliouban, irunni, and Konsik. 

(4) Sirnct, Raokwar, Bison, Raitbour, Bandlinlgotcc, 

Rajkomar, and Gurgbunsoc. 

(5) The remaining 15 clans ropresonfed by single vil- 

lages only, — Gour; Gulmn-ar; Bugliol ; Bcl- 

glintia ; Junwar; Rikidnins; Rngbbunseo ; 

Oobluirco 3 Oodwutiu ; Suknrwar ; Solnnkco ; 

Bucligotco 5 Sengnr ; Agnst, and Toor. 

To tins list must be added a sivt/i class — that of mixed villartes; 
that is, villages in wliicli, from Iko com])licaled intonni.vtnro 
of several distinct tribes, separate details are impracticable, 
suck being tkorefovo given in Iko aggregate. When tbo 
intermixture is slight and unimportant, the village has been 
added to the list of the prevailing clan. Of course tbo bulk 
of tko suspected villages are monopolized by llio first two 
classes, Avbich include the most notorious clans, and exhibit 
the most suspicious pcrcontagc.s. In glancing shortly at tkoso 
that remain, I shall confine myself to figures. 

96. Of purely Hais villages entered in the suspected list, 
I find only 18 out of their tot.al of 150 in the district ; but they 
shave, xvitk other Rajpoots, sovoral of tho villages desig- 
nated mixed. Tho 18 villages are all either small in themselves, 
or only partially held by Bais Thakoors. They exhibit 162 
boys to 60 girls, iu tho proportion of 75 to 25 per hundred : 
so that their numbers full very much below those of the first 
three clans. Of villages under 25 per cent, they contribute 
8, of which 4 are daughterlcss. It seems strange that out. of 
tho large number of villages in uhich Bais .Rajpoots aro to bo 
found,* so few find a place in the suspected list ; nor is it, at 
first sight, apparent how these 18 have corao to be implicated. 


* About 160 in tUo District. 
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But tlie difficulty vanishes when wo note that 9 of tho 18 are 

situated in Amorha (three of them without a single girl), and 
three in Munsoornugur Bustce: both which porgunnahs, more 

csjyeciully the foiancr, arc deeply stained with the crime. It 
is from contact with tho guilty clans of their neighbourhood 
that the 23ais in this districthavo become contaminated. Tlieir 
six villages, found clseyvlicrc, arc comjiaratively unimportant ; 
the 12 villaejes to the sonlli and south-east are the worst 

w 

examples of the tribe, and really represont that portion of it 
in which the practice of infanticide exists. Tiic case is very 
much tho same Avith tho BurwarS, only that their total 
villages are fewer, numbering 25 only in the entire dis- 
trict. Ten of these find a place in the snspected list, Avith. 
a minor population of 171 boys to 77 girls, or 69 jior cent, 
of tho former to 31 of the hitter. Three of tho 10 are 
under the 25 per cent, limit, and one fails to produce a sin- 
gle girl born since the mutiny of 1857. But 7 of the 10 
are found in Amorlia, and tlio remaining three are in Mnn- 
soornugur Bustce ; so that avo are at no loss to accomrt for 
tho prevalence among them of the practice. Strong is tho 
influence of bad example. 

97. The Chonhans, aa’Iio enjoy no good name elsewhere, 
are to be found in 20 scattered villages ; but only contribute 
fii'e of these to tho list— - containing of boys 116 and of girls 
but 27, in the proportion of 81 to 19 per hundred. This 
average is exceptionally 1o\a\ The villages referred to are 
all to be found in the notorious pergnnnahs. The Chonhans 
also find a place, along Avith others, in three of the mixed vil- 
lages. The Hanras, ropresentatiA-'es of a tribe noAV rarely 
to bo met wdth in those Provinces, inhabit only four vil- 
lages in tho Bustee District — three on tho Oudh border, and 
one on the Nepaul frontier. Their boys number 49 and their 
girls 13 ; two of their Aullages are under 25 per cent., and 
one can show no daughter. Fifteen years ago not a girl 
was to be found in these villages ; and even now, the oldest 
resident cannot remember the celebration of a daughter’s 
marriage. This is hardly to be wondered at, hoAvevQV, since 
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it is admitted that, no- such occurrence has been known to 
take place within the last . 250 years. Finally, of . the six 
Kousik villages in the district, three were found by me to be 
.suspicious, with 78 boys to M. girls, in the proportion pf 
64 to 36 per hundred. 

98. The five . clans, whose statistics have thus been briefly 
recorded, from what 1 term the third class, each being repre- . 
sented by several villages and exhibiting percentages moro 
or less suspicious. With them (omitting the mixed villages) 
may be said to close the list of . those on whom suspicion,, 
apart from actually ascertained statistics, usually rests. . The 
clans represented in classes 4 and 5 are not ordinarily con- 
sidered to be implicated in the practice ; and although I con- 
sider it expedient and advisable, in the circumstances, to in- 
clude their villages in the list, I would hesitate, on so slen- 
der, a basis, to come to any sweeping or general conclhsion;. 
It only remains to give the numbers found in the ease , of ■ 
each — and in doing so, it may be well to prefix to them, in 
tabular form, the statistics already given, so that the actual 
and relative condition of each may be visible at si glance : — 




eft TO 

CJ w 

CO 

• c; 

g* 

p3 

s 

Percentages, 

• 

Clan. 


Number of 
pected Vi: 

O 

u 

O) 

.2 

a 

3 ■ 

Jz; 

O 

A 

a 

3 

^ ‘ 

m 

, 

w. 

’ 3 

( 1 ) Soornjbnns 


127 

2208 

■IIIII^QII 

, 77 . 

..2p 

S Goutnra 
t "./ 1 Kulhuns 

• « * 

27 

695 


80- 

20 ’ 

• •t 

13 

-435 


70* 

30* 

f Bais ... 


18 

' 162 


76- 

26 - 

i Bnrwar ... 


11 

171 


69‘ 

81- 

(3) < Chonhnn 


4 

116 


-SB 

. 19’ 

1 Hnnra ... 


4 

49 


79- 

21 ’ 

t Kousik ... 


3 

78 


■64- 

36- 

f Sirnet 


4 

38 

26 

61- 

. 39’ ■ 

] liaekwar... 


' 4 

66 

29 

66 - 

-36* 

1 Bison ... 

• •• 

3 

43 

29 

60- 

40’ 

(4) ( Bather 


3 

' 38 

26 

61’ 

39- 

1 Bantlhulgotee 


3 

61 

23 

69- 

31’ 

1 Eajkomar 

• •• 

2 

11 

4 

73’ 

27’, 

L Gurgbunsee 


4 

18 

7 

72- 

• 28’ 

f5) The remaining fifteen 
clans ... ... 

15 

141 

73 

66 - 

34’ 

(6) Mixed villages 


. IS 

165 

92 

es- 

32’ 



258 

,4,374 

1,631 

, 74- 

26. 
















- KORTH'-WEBTERN PBOTINCES. , : 265 

99. Before' closing tliis outline of tlie condition of the 
suspected pergnnnahs and clans, it rriay be espedlent to pre- 
sent, in tabular shape, a statement showing the distribvr- 
tion of guilty Rajpoot villages in a form whieh will Combine 
the details at once of pergunnah and of race, so that the 
elements of territory and family may be seen in conjunction. 
■This will enable me to close fhis part of my repoi't, referring 
to the state of the district, as 1 found it in 1871, details of 
which, in a .fragmentary shape, have already been given. 
The figures below approximate very closely, to the actual 
trutli ; and may be relied on as fair exponents of the extent 
to which pergnnnahs and elans, and both combined, are impli- 
cated in the practice : — , 
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'2G6 female infanticide in the 

100. Such then is tho condition of llio guilty nnd suspect- 

ed elans in this 3’c:ir (1871.) The 

Conolusion. . ' , , . , ^ 

vfigues given, both in nggi'og.'ito and 

in detail, leave no I'oom for reasonable doubt as to the 
existence still of the practice of infanticide in inanj" of the 
villages entered in my list (Annexure HI); though com- 
parison with previous statistics encourages us to believe 
that the crime is on tho decrease. Admitting therefore the 
fact that the evil slill exists to a greater or less degree, there 
remains the question of cure. Tho philosophic method in such 
a case would be first to analyze tho causes and motives from 
which tho practice springs; and then to devise corresponding 
remedies : on the ground that just as in the natural world 
every poison has its antidote, the same holds good in tho case 
of moral evil and its effects. In this view avc Avould tr}' to 
check the extravagance attendant on the celebration of ma- 
nage rites bj' sumptuary laws : purify tho Rajpoot mind of 
the noxious idea Avhich attributes to such terms as “ s«?«”and 
“ sasur” (biothcr-in-law and father-in-law) — a meaning other 
than the natural one, by instilling into it tho principles of a 
loftier moralit}’’ ; rectify the social .aberration, engendered by 
false pride, and crystallized bj' custom — by civilizing influences 
and eduoatiou : abolish the system of unequal marriages by a 
mutual “ social pact” between the Thakoor clans, — and thus 
following to its supposed source each element connected with 
the crime, gradually and severally, bj’ abolishing tho causes, 
demolish the effects. This sj’^stem might be lhcoretic.alIy 
perfect, and would be useful in classifying the causes and the 
motives at Avork ; but it would hardfy be ti practical sj’stem ; it 
Avould hardly conform to the requirements of, the case ; nor 
Avould it accord Avith the intention of GoA'ernnient to put 
down, by prompt and decisive action, tho practice of infan- 
ticide among these guilty clans. 

101. Any necessity that may once have existed for closing 
a report on infanticide, Avith suggestions as to the advisability 
of a certain procedure or the propriety of a certain course, has 
now been removed by the late legislation on the, subject. ' 
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An Act of tlio Supreme Govornmenfc (VIII. of 1870) has 
been specially passed for tho suppression of this rampant ovil 
n-hercYor it may bo found : and, on its basis, operations havo 
already been commenced hero. Under this Act, an admirable 
sot of rules, explanatory and directory, has been prepared by 
tho Local Government ; and a system, of which careful and 
elaborate registration forms the essence, has already been 
inaugurated. Every ilajpoot village adjudged snupicions (this 
usually means xcilh a yvl px^rccntoffc widei' iO) will bo subjected 
to tho primary stage of registration, that of births and deaths — 
information being given and enquiry made in every single 
instance. Such villages, in this district, number 258. But 
in villages, of which the girl population is under 25 per cent., 
a more rigorous system will be adopted ; and pregnancy 
registers, carefully scrutinized ;ind tested, will be kept up for 
these. If this measure ajjpears at first sight severe, if such 
interference seems vexatious or unwarranted, this is not 
really the ease. Such a procedure is strictly necessary for these 
notorious villages (123 in number hero) ; and without it there 
would bo little ground for expectation in tho future. It is to 
bo hoped that under this double system of supervision, before 
and after birth, tho crime will rapidly decrease ; ami that 
when in after years a fresh enquiry is instituted among these 
villages, tho end will bo found to havo justified tho means. 

102. Of the causes of the crime, direct or indirect, it is 
unnecessary to speak. There can be no doubt that tho expenses 
incident to tho marriages of daughters is the chief. Tho 
llajpoots are a proud r.aco ; they liavo an elaborately con- 
structed scale under which each clan finds its appropriate place ; 
and they are ever eager though not always able to marry 
their daughters to such as are by reason of descent, rank, 
wealth, or social position, of a higher status than they are. 
Thus tho Soorujbuns Thakoons give their daughters in marriage 
to the Sirneyt, Bissen, Kulhuns, Kousik, and Hanraj more 
seldom to the Bughel and Buchgotee ; and their marriage 
expenses, bo far as I could discover, average from Rs. 400 
to its. 600, sometimes under, often over this mark. I do not 
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remember hearing a sum mentioned under Bs. 200 ; aiid the 
highest figure ■was that stated frankly by Kaulban Singh, of 
Jeoteopore (Amorha), '^vho informed me that In's daughter, a 
girl of 10, had just plighted her trotli to a Kullmns of Oudii ; , 
that the dowry itself was arranged at Rs. 5,000 ; and that tho 
other expenses, from tho “ tiluk'*’ to the “ rukhsai,^’ would 
amount at the very least to Rs. 5,000 more.* On my asking 
him how, in the event of other daughters marrying, he could 
again afford to spend such large sums, ho simply answered 
that “ the Gods would find tho means,” and that as his fathers 
had done before him, so hifd ho done. 

103. The Goutums, marr^dng their daughters to tho 
Sirnet, Bisen, Soorujbuns, Kulhuns, Kousik, and Bughel, 
aAerage about the same in regard to expenses, but are, if any 
thing, oven more extravagant than the Soornjbiins Thakoors ; 
while the Kulhunscs, who give the daughters of their clan to 
sons of tho Soorujbuns, Sirnet, Bisen, and Gouluin, spend 
very large suras on similar occasions. But sumptuary laws 
have never (historically) been successful ; and per se would bavo 
little influence in checking tho crime to which thirftlcss extra- 
vagance and foolish pride give rise. Until tho law stops in 
to suppress it, infanticide appears to me a fatal but necessary 
result of the peculiar circumstances of the guilty people. Tra- 
ditional usage and immemorial custom have imposed upon 
them certain unreasonable conditions, which, in their folly, they 
consider essential: these conditions involve veiy heavy ex- 
penses in connection with the marriages of daughters : these e.x- 
penses they are unable to bear : and hence, preferring to incur 
the odium of a heartless crime rather than run counter to the 
customs of the past and the promptings of their own degenerate 
nature, they evade the diflSculty by murdering their infant 
daughters. 

104. The idea that tho terms said and samr are disgrace- 
ful and dishonouring, very common among the guilty tribes, 
seems to bo the pr oduct of a low state of morality, and to spring 

■' * I was subsequently informed that tho actual espenses incured on 
this occasion amounted to nearly Bs, 20,000 ; and that heavy debts had 
in consequence been contracted, ■ . , 
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purily from llio unworthy position accorded to women in the 
Indian family, I took occasion, during my investigation, to 
enquire into tho extent of illegitimncy, and the condition of 
the children born of such a union. Naturally the people wore 
somowliat reserved on this point ; nor did I care to press it by 
demanding details of number and age. But 1 saw enough to 
bo convinced that among the guilty clans, very few illegiti- 
mate children born of a Rajpoot mother were to be found: tho 
reasons being (1) the system of early marriages, the brido 
going almost immediately to her husband’s house; .and (2) tho 
actual paucUi/ of marriagcablo femidos. I was also led to bc- 
liovo that in such cases these children of dishonour are the 
first to ho sacrificed *, but abortion often precludes the necessity 
for such action. Tho mothers of tho few illegitimate children 
actually brought forward wore mostly such as had early lost 
their husbands ; for tho chief danger lies not before marriage 
but after widowhood, lluch more common is the connection 
of a Rajjjoot with a woman of some inferior caste : and in this 
caso the children are not :ulmittcd into the father’s lionsehold. 
This is, no doubt, carried to a considerable extent ; for I was 
particularly struck with the enormous number of immarried 
men, young, middle-age, and old, who appc.arod before mo 
during tho census operations. A glance at tho individual or 
nominal census (Form A) now almost completed, will show to 
what an extreme Icntgh this has gone in many of tho suspected 
villages. Tho younger brothers of a family were r.arcly found 
by me to be married men. Knowing as we do the supremo 
importance attaching to marriage in tho social economy of 
India, this is singularly anomalous, and is deserving of more 
detailed enquiry than can be accorded in such a slight sketch as 
the present. Meanwhile, it is, I fancy, one residt of tho in- 
fanticide system : Rajpoot girls are not tohe had’, and although 
many Thakoors are quite regardless of the caste to which their 
wives may belong, provided tho fact is unknown to others (hence 
a tliriving trade in kidnapping girls of other cases, several 
oases of which have come before me in my judicial capacity), 
others ere more particular, and prefer a life of celibacy to such 
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a transgrossion of social law. Tliis state of things slionlclj ac- 
cording to fcho received niaxims of political economy (the only 
science upplicablo whero wives arc bartered for, and daugh- 
ters sold) cure itself in time; as yet, Iiowovor, it has failed to 
do so, while it has led meanwhile to groat iminoraiity. 

105. If to the above wo add the power of custom and 
habit among the more gnilty, and the force of had c.xamplo 
among tho less guilty tribes, we have stated what appear to 
be the chief influences which lead to this deplorable result. 
"We all know how blind and umnoaning customs are apt to 
become ; how they crystallize and harden imporcciitibly ; how 
the eidolon of unthinking conformity to the past and its usages 
is especially powerful in an Indian village. “JS’il consnetu- 
dine majns" tnio of all tho world, is true to an oxcopliomil 
degree of India. It is only very slowly that such ideas can 
be uprooted, and such notions abandoned. Tliis powerful and 
direct influence of aistom in tho pcrpotr.ation of crime, appa- 
rently a national peculiarity, implies a low mental state, and .a 
degenerate moral sense. Such conditions of mind and heart 
cannot be altered in a day ; any change must necessarily be 
gradual ; but meanwhile wo may well turn to a remedy which, 
with due care and supervision, should bo able to effect speedily 
what such changes" would take long to bring about. 

106. As to the actual practice of the crime, how, when, 
and by whom it is perpetrated ; whether tho means be salt or 
opium, strangulation or inanition ; whether it is done imme- 
diately after birth ; whether one, or both, or none of the parents 
are directly cognizant at tho time — all such points are involved 
in considerable doubt. It seems to, be tho gener.al belief that 
the father of the child is the instigator of the deed, while the 
mother is often a passive spectator of tho crime. In tho only 
case which has yet come before mo judicially (and which I 
■was obliged to dismiss after chemical analysis) both parents 
were implicated; and of tho guilt of both I was morally con- 
vinced. Evidence sutfloient for conviction, however, is rarely 
attainable, owing to the extreme privacy with which the 
family life of every Rajpoot is invested, and the reluctance of 
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Government to intorforo witli this in nnj’-Avny. But the time 
lias now come when such kindly consideration, abused by 
the guilty clans, must cease, and from liencefortli the details 
of cvciy birth and death, and in some cases of cveiy pregnancy 
also, will find a place in the prosaic rolls of the appointed 
register. 

107. Of course it was not to bo expected that the mem- 
bers of the guilty clans would come forward in penitence and 
confess their misdeeds in public. In vain I questioned them as 
to the paucity of their girl population ; in vain I asked the 
fathers of Bhudawar-kullan, andlvursurn, where their daugh- 
ters wore ; in vain I jioinled to tlio boys of Gobia, 54 in num- 
bers, and asked for the girls of the village {not one teas to ha 
found) To all my questionings, I got no answer save at times 
a vague declaration that it was the act of the Gods, and the 
com'sc of fate. All admitted that the crime once existed, but 
denied that it was practised 7}ow; and while occasional!}’’ will- 
ing to cast suspicion on other families, disavowed for themselves 
any participation -whatsoever. Those holding aloof from tho 
crime, thoroughly ashamed of tho evil reputation their guilty 
clansmen have brought upon all, rejoice that prompt action is 
now to be taken. As one old Chuttreo, ndio displayed with 
pride a largo family of daughters, — said, unless Government 
takes tho matter firmly in hand, all will bo vain. Wo have 
tried the ^‘suaviter in modo" and found it futile j wo must now 
have rccour-SQ to tho ^‘fortiler in re.” 

108. But while these direct measures are in force, wo need 
not and should not eschew any indirect means which ra.ay aid 
ns in the great work. Such however, to bo at all useful, must 
come very much from the people thcmsolvos. Plans for tho 
reduction of marriage expenses, punchayots, agreements, ct hoc 
genus omne, will only bo successful when they originate with 
and arc sustained by tho people. As tho medium of purely 
Governmental action, their “raison d'etre'” is gone. There 
remains, however, in the hands of Government one engine, 
mightier perhaps than any of its class, — tho diffusion of sound 
education. Before its civilizing influences this remnant of a 
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: barbarous age will surely vanish. And while with one hand we 
ternly repress the crime, let us with the other supply the means 
, ( and insist on their universal adoption ) of acquiring that enligh- 
tenment before which the crime must speedly disappear. When 
this has been effected ; -when the people see for themselves the 
iniquity of the practice; when such guilty families as may -still 
remain under the ban of suspicion have been ostracised by the 
^general voice of their clansmen and castemen — then, and riot 
till then, will the social sanction supersede the necessity for the 
legal ; and the voice of public opinion condemn what the law 
• has so long failed to punish and suppress. 

23. From 0. A. Eli/IOTt, Esq., Officiating Secreta7'y to 
Government, North- Westci'n Provhxces, to W. A. Foebes, . 
Esq., C.B., Ofidating Commissioner Benares, 23rcZ 
August, 1871. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 192, dated 12th July, with enclosures, being a report.by^ 
Mr. B. Smeaton, Assistant Magistrate of Bustee, on the re- 
sult of the census taken of clans guilty or suspected of prac- 
tising female infanticide in the Bustee District, and in reply 
to communicate the following remarks and orders. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor has read Mr. Smeaton’s 
report ^Yith the utmost interest. It is somewhat too long, and 
too diffuse and ambitious in its style 'for an official report. 
But these defects, pardonable in so young an officer, are more 
than counterbalanced by the sterling merits of the paper. Mr. 
Smeaton’s local inquiries were laborious and exhaustive ; the 
results have been analysed and classified, both territorially 
and by elans, in a full and lucid manner; and the proposals 
founded on the numerical conclusions are well considered and 
appropriate. Mr. Smeaton’s labours entitle him to the cordial 
thanks of Government, and give the promise of eminence and 
usefulness in his future career. 

3. The Rajpoots of seven pergunnahs have been pro- 
olnimed, and a genaral census was ordered dn the Circular of 
17th, November 1870 ; 400 villages have been enumerated by 
Mr. Smeaton in person, and his operations were spread over 
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three months. It is satisfactory to learn from his 10th para- 
graph that no difficultj’’ was opposed by the parents to his see- 
ing the girls, of whatever age they were. 

■ 4. One hundred and eighteen villages were declared 
suspected by Mr. Moore in 1856, and 216 by Mr. Hobart 
in 1868. The great offenders were the Soorujbuns, Gou- 
tum, Hara, and Kulhuns elans ; and in a lesser degree the 
Ohowhan, Burwar, Bais, Kousik, Bisen, Sirnet, Baikwar, Baj- 
komar, Guhurwar, Pulwar, Sombunsee, and other elans. 

5. Mr. Smeaton first compares the results of 1856 with 
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1871 in the 

118 vil- 
lages, both 
V pergun- 
nahs and 
clans. Mr. 
Moore’s in- 
vestigations 
gave 1,304 
bo 3 's to 292 
girls under 
six, the 
latter bein O' 
only 18 per 
cent, of the 
entire num- 
ber: in 1871 
there were 
1877 boys 
to 494 girls, 
and the 
latter had 
risen to 
nearly 30 
per cent. 
The im- 
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11. His Honor Jilsb approves of the proportioning of the 
taxation to the comparative virulence of the criminality 

12. The nominal registration should be carried out at once 
in the proclaimed clans. 

13. In para. 73, Mi’. Smeaton deprecates the application 
of the 25 standard rule. But 1 am to e.xplain that it was not 
meant that the law sliould not be enforced in villages with a 
smaller minor population than 25. The Circular of 17th 
November, 1870, No. 1455A., was clear as to the meaning of 
this standard, and the intention of Government was never 
otherwise than as explained by Mr. Smeaton. 

14. In conclusion, I am to say that a comparison of three 
enumerations made within the last 15 years shows that in 
each succeeding period, even under a system which brought 
only general exhortation to bear on the people, steady pro- 
gress has been made in saving female life. This affords a 
hopeful prospect that under the active treatment now to be 
enforced, the inhuman custom of infanticide will soon entirely 
cease. The Lieutenant-Governor has every confidence that 
this result will shortly bo achieved under the careful and 
zealous supervision of Mr, Percy Wigram. 

15. Mr. Smeaton’s report, together with these orders, 
will be printed in the Selections from the Kecords of Govern- 
ment. 
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Eiscropancy between 
girls and boys likely to 
ocenv even when girls arc 
caretully nnrsed. 


23. I litive lieavcl tlic suggestion made tliat tlto presence of 

' so many unmanded men in houses is 

riago, source of immorality a frmtful source of immorality aud 
in families. impurity in families. There is reason 

to fear that this is the ease. 

24. Even in tribes and villages where every female infant 
is most carefully nursed and reared, 
a certain discrepancy in the number of 
malo and female children is likely to 
occur, because the age of boys is com- 
monly at marriage greater than that of girls. A girl married 
at 10 or 11 is commonly entered as an adult in the village of 
lier husband, while a boy of the same ago appears a child. 

Full allowance for this and other causes of discre- 
pancy is, however,- made in the Gov- 
ernment rule which places amongst tlio 
innocent tribes those in which more 
than 40 per cent, of children are girls. 
I would hove uolicc that a fallacious conclusion is often likely 
to occur from the method of calculating and stating percent- 
ages. As the percentage of girls to the whole number of 
children should ho 50, it is natural to assume that, when it is 
only 40, 30, or 25 per cent., it is 10, 20, or 25 per cent, short 
of what it ought to ho, whereas the actual deficiency is in the 
first case 33 percent., in the second case 57, and in the third 
case 66 percent. 


25. 


A fallacious ponoliision 
likely to occur in estimat- 
ing clcflciency of girls 
to boys. 


26. I have never iu a single case been able to obtain an 

admission of the existence of infiinti- 

Tbo existence of infanti" 

cide is never admitted. CiCiG, J; GopiG UTG vnlullg to ciclmifc tllflfc 
it once ^Yns practised, hut stoutly main- 
tain that it is now entirely unknown. 

27. I am inclined to think that in some eases the discre- 
Minor degrees of dis. paiicy between the numbers of girls 

STKltSSlfb? “"i b'.ys may ba aUribatabl. to tho 
superior care of boys, superior Care taken of boys an'd the 
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vieglcct of girls, but still, in the case of some whole tribes and 
of many villages of other tribes, the discrepancy is so enor- 
mous that it is impossible to doubt tho existence of the crime. 
For the Bais village of Mungai’ec, Pergunnah Buhuriabad, 
there are 59 boys and only 5 girls. 

28. During the administi'ation of tho independent Bajahs 

Poverty of Rajpoots of Bciiarcs,- and for some time after 
from sale of their estates, annexation of the province, the 

village zemindars Avere excluded from tho management of their 
villages, and collections were made by the amils from tliem 
for the land in their actual cultivation, and directly from the 
non-proprictaiy cultivators. At the permanent settlement they 
were restored to tho management of their estates ; a few men 
wore chosen from tho whole proprietary body, and made re- 
sponsible for the revenue of tho vill.age, but the areas and 
boundaries of villages were not fixed, the extent of ownership 
of shareholders was neither recorded nor ascertained, and the 
persons responsible for the revenue were invested with no 
adequate powers for realising rent from tenants or their quota 
of revenue from co-sharers. Boundary disputes between 
village and village, and internal quarrels, the inevitable results 
of this system, necessarily caused balances. The difficulties 
and quarrels of the Rajpoot zemindars were fomented by our 
Rativc revenue officials. Where balances occurred, no at- 
tempt to realise them by the minor processes of duress was 
ever made ; auction sale was the single pi'oceoding invariably 
adopted, and the estates of the Rajpoots were bought in by 
the same Native revenue officials who had done all in their 
power to hinder the liquidation of the revenue. 

When, in 1817 A.D., a commission was issued for the 
North-West Provinces to investigate into and annul the 
iniquitous sales of tho estates for balances, the Benares pro- 
vince was alone excluded from its beneficent operations, and 
in it alone are the Rajpoot zemindars to the full extent the 
impoverished tenants of the neelamdavs liable under Act X. 
of 1859 to enhancement of rent without limit. 

c 
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Tlio Qouhiuis “ own tlie groator parb of tlio Pcrgnnnali 
Pngt,69. Knroiimla, a rich and fcrbilo bract. 

Pngese, G. H. S.M. Tho Gnhiii’wars of Mabaitch have ro- 

Page 63 , G. H. S. M. tainccl about half of tho one hundred 

and eighty villages formerly owned by them.” With regard 
to the Kousiks, the following passage occurs “ Their 
entire estates wore sold for Government revenue, and pur- 
chased by the Panrees of Boyreah. After this they became 
notorious for insubordination and tho perpetration of violent 
crimes. They murdered tho agent of the auction-purchaser 
(18) on the 15th November, 1840 A.D., and a large number 
of them (37) were for this crime sentenced to imprisonment 
for life, and sent to tlio Alipore Jail, where, it may be, after 
nearly thirty years, some of them are still prisoners. During 
the disturbances of 1857-53 they gave much trouble. After 
the mutinies were over, arrangements were made by the dis- 
trict authorities with the Panrees of Boyreali, who arc also, as 
before mentioned, in possession of the property of tho Ni- 
koomb Rajpoots of Ileotee, for tho restoration of the talooka 
to the original owners, on payment of Es. GO, 000. This 
transfer has been attended wdth tho happiest results. The 
Kousiks arc now amongst the most loyal and peaceable citi- 
zens in the district.” 

34. I prefer quoting the actual words of tho Ghazeepore 
Memoir as mnoh as possible, because they were in print long 
before the infanticide census was taken, and consequently are 
removed from all suspicion of being made stronger than was 
accurate in support of a theory. 

Comparison of different villages of the same tribes appears 
to yield similar results. Amongst the Sengurs pf Luknessur 
in the villages of Nagpooraand Theekadeoi^ee, on the banks of 
the Surjoo, where land is good and there is plenty of it, per- 
centage of girls to children is 46 and 47. 

In the villages of Atlieelah and Rnsserah, where the Raj- 
poot population is as large, but the land little, and' of inferior 
quality, the percentage is 32. ' 
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Similarl)’’, amongst tlio Kin’chooHas of Kopacheet, in the 
large and wealth}* village of Butsur the percentage of -girls to 
children is as high as 43. In , the poorer villages of the per- 
gnnnah which have been sold by auction, or in which the 
population has outgrown land, it makes as low as 14 and 20 
per cent. 

,35. The same difference may be observed between the 
poor and the wealthy families of the same clan in the same 
village. In the Kurchoolia village of Hejowlee, Pergunnah 
Kopacheot, there are only 49 girls and 15S boys; but in the 
house of a single wealthy zemindar, Baboo Hurchurn Singh, 
six young girls are now* present. In the Kurchoolia village 
of Chilkahur, in Kopachcet, there are only 43 girls to 84 boys ; 
but the chief zemindar. Baboo Ramanoogruh Singh, has had 
three daughters married. There are four young girls present 
in the house of Muhesh Singh, who is, I believe, in easy 
oircumstancGS. 

36. The second general fact which has evolved itself from 
the census statement is that in guilty tribes infanticide is more 
prevalent in the parent pergunnah where is situated the chief 
colony of the tribe. The following ta,bular statement will, I 
think, prove the correctness of this assertion. 
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37. In Uio above list I have only entered Ibc tribes who 
have largo oolonios in .some one or two pcrgunnalis, and not 
those found only in small colonies or distributed tolerably 
equally in several porgunnubs. 


38. In twenty ctvses Ibo percentage of girls to cbildron is 
less in the parent ])crgunnah than the 
average for llio tribe; and in only two 
cases— nr., tho.so of the Luknessur 
Sengurs and the Soorujbuns of Zahoo- 


Tho Karownecs out of 
iriinTct J nail Ibo Ivurcboo- 
lin* out of KoitacboOt nro 
not niiiutnum on o ii p li 
inaltrinlly to nfTcct pcnir.il 
tribal RVcrr.pc. 


rabad — l.s it greater, 


iSh)W tlio Songurs 


have altogether escaped the groat enr.se of the district — auction 
sales for revenue ; and with regard to the Soorujbuns of For- 
giinnab Zabooralmd, I particularly noticed in the Gbazoepore 
itlomoir that **tbcy are a flourishing tribe, and have retained 


nio.sl of Ihoir c.slatcs.” 


39. On the whole, it appears probable that the second 
general fact educed from tlio census slalcmcnt.s may bo further 
analysed into the first, and that the Uajpoot.s remaining in the 
head-quarters of the clan have had Ic.ss elbow-room, and have 
.snlTorcd more from the gradual iucrea.so of population in loca- 
lities wlicro land was scarce. 


40. The third general fact evolved from the census is that 
in the pergunnah of Khurcod, inoi-c than in any other part of 
the district, infanticide is praeli.scd. 

The following tabular statement shows the. results of the 
census for all clans of H.ajpoots in Forgunnah Khurced. 
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dl. Tlio example of llic poor and proud Nikoombs, Bir- 
war, and Narownce, lias infoclccl, it would appear, all their 
neighbours,' and introduced the praclice of infanticide among 
tribes who in other jicrguunahs are innocent of the crime. 

d2. The auction-purchasers of the district, who arc, with 
hardly an exception, ropresentatives of the men who were 
amils, tehsocldars, shcrisbtadars, and inoonsitTs at the coin- 
tnencement of the ceuturv, 3 'car by year pursue the same 
relentless policy, which has in view ultimately tbo entire 
extirpation of the Baj)ioot ex-proprietors, and the substitution 
for them of low-caste cultivators paying rack-rents. So long as 
the whole machinery of the law of Government is employed in 
crushing the Rajpoot race, it is, I think, hardly to bo hoped 
that repressive measures can ofVcctually extirpate infanticide. 

43. In India, under Native government, whoever from 
time to time may bo recognised as the owner of the village, 
entitled to pay the Government revenue and to receive the 
rents of the non-propriotaiy cultivators, the old proprietary 
body, the descendants of the men who first colonised the country 
and cut down the jungle, have always been allowed to remain 
in the possession of their own seer land at a niodcnato rent. 

A law passed in accordance with this princijile, securing to 
ex-zemindars the perpetual occupancy of tbeir seer land at a 
moderate rent, would, I think, do more for the suppression of 
infanticide than any direct measure of repression, and would, 
furtbennore, change into loyal subjects tens of thousands of 
bravo men now disloyal, discontented, and seeing no w.ay for 
escape from ultimate extirpation savo the downfidl of our 
Government. It is a circumstanco worthy of special notice 
(hat at the time of the permanent settlement the right at any 
subsequent time to pass a law for the protection of any class 
of tenants was expressly reserved by tlio Governor-General 
in Counoil by Regulation XXYII. of 1795. 

44. The ditliculty presented b^" the increase of Rajpoot 
population iit localities whovo tho land is not sufficient to sup- 
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port tliom, is ono of a inoi'o irrcmofJiablo nature Ilian the tlifR- 
ciiltj' arising from tlio sale of estates. 

Tlio only ultimato liopo Booms to bo oxlcnslon of cclucation, 
and tlic breaking dovru of tlioso casto prejudices ndiicli limit 
the field in winch a Rajpoot can employ his energies and cx- 
clndo him from those employments in which lio might cam 
his bread. 

45. In conclusion, I would rocommond tho proclamation, 
under tho infanticide rules, of (1) all Rajpoots in Pergunnah 
Khuroed, (2) all Rajpoots of admitted tribes, of which tho tribal 
percentage of girls to children docs )iot exceed 40 per cent. 

46. I would also venture to recommend that in cases whero 
tho percentage of any tribe in a pergunnah exceeds 42 per 
cent., that tho tribe should in that pergunnah bo oxclndod from 
tho operation of tho rules for repression of infanticide. 

I have more particularly in view tho case of tlio Bais tribe, 
which, though guilty in eight porgunnahs, has n girl percent- 
age of from GG to 44 per cent, in tho Porgunnahs of Ghazeo- 
poro, Bulliuh, Doahah, Luknessur, and Dohnia. 

47. Tho power of excluding families and every village from 
tho operation of tho infanticide suppression rules might, I 
think, bo entrusted to tho Magistrate j and it is likely that by 
limiting the field of operations tho work might bo more effec- 
tually done, 

48. There are now in Iho Ghazooporo District only 329 
imperial police —including monnlod and foot constables, head 
constables, sub-inspoctors, inspeotors — available for tho general 
police administration, after deducting tho treasury and jail 
guard and tho reserve. Tho population of tho district exceeds 
ono million throe hundred thousand. It is obvious that it is 
not desirable to impose additional duties on a force ntterly 
inadequate to perform tho duties now do^’ol\'ing on them. 
The original allocation of police to the Ghazcoporc District 
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in 186'1 ^Yas framed on tlic basis .of u fabnlav statement in 
Yvliiclij by a gigantic clerical error, tbo popnlalioii of the dis- 
irict, as ascertained by the census of 1855 A.D., Yvas under- 
stated by more than five hundred tliousaud. 

If an imperial police force were located in the district in any 
degree proportionate to the amount of -svork to bo done, and 
to the ^YcaUh, size, and population of the district, I should 
not wish to propose the appointment of extra police, because 
a crime, the prevalence of which is largely due to poverty, is 
not likely to be diminished bv taxation. As things now stand, 
and until provincial ro-alloc.ation of the ])olico force is made, 
the enforcement, of rules for the repression of infauticido can- 
not, be successfully carried out without an aTigmcntation of 
the police force of the district ; and I should propose the 
cntcrlaiumcnt of 20 head constables on Es. 10 each to keep the 
registers at stations, and of one inspector on Es. 70 a mouth 
to sujiorviso the whole ai-raugemouts for the entire district. 


25. From the Secretary to Government, North-Western 
Produces, to 'tho Commissioner of the Benares Dhisiou, 
No. IG. — Dated Allahabad, the 20th June, 1872. 

Having laid before His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 
Mr. Oldham’s report on female infanticide, and statements 
showing the proportion of boys and girls among the Eajpoots 
of the Ghazeepore District, as brought out bj' the census of 
January last, received under cover of your letters Nos. 82 
and 02, dated 20th and 27th April, 1872, respectively, I am 
directed to communicate the following remarks and orders 
thereon. 

2. The report was forwarded to your office on 9th March, 
and after great delay, which is much to be regretted in a 
matter so important as the protection of infant life, has been 
submitted by you without auj’- ro^^cw. 

3. The subject has been very fully and ably treated by 
Mr. Oldham, and I am to request that you will convey to that 
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officer -tlie cordial tlianks of . GovermDcnt for the caro witli 
avHcIi lie has collected the statistics and endeavoured to trace 
out the guilty classes, and the reasons which induce them to 
practise the crime. The report is a valuahle addition ' to the 
infanticide records of this Government, and will, be published 
in the Selections of Government and in the Gazette. 

4. The Bais clan is the only one which has been pro- 
claimed under Act VIII. of 1870 as yet in Ghazeeporo. 
The statistics now submitted show a strange mixture of guilti- 
ness and innocence as regards this clan, and prove that there 
are many other clans more guilty. 

t 

5. Tlie total Rajpoot population bj’- the last census com- 
pared with that of 1865 is shown marginally. The difference 

ByCensasof 1806 . 206,202 is due to the exclusion, in 1872, of the 

Ditto of 18 / 2 , 140,802 Bhooinhars, who were counted as Raj- 
poots in the enumeration of 1865, but who are a tribe , of 
Brahmins. Rajpoot boys are 26,494, against 16,615 girls, 
which gives for the district a percentage of girls to children 
of 38 — a terrible deficiency which indicates the existence of 
wide-spread guilt. 

6. In order to discover the classes and localities in which 
the crime prevails, Mr. Oldham, in obedience to the orders 
of Government, has treated each Rajpoot trihe separately, 
and has given the statistics of every clan for every perguunah 
throughout the district. He has further dmdod Rajpoots 
into two classes : (a) Admitted, (5) Doubtful,— and his pro- 
posal is to apply the law fl) to all (a) admitted Rajpoot 
tribes which have a district tribal percentage of girls not 
exceeding 40, all pergunnahs being exempted in which the 
tribal average exceeds 42 ; (2) to proclaim all Rajpoots in 
Pergunuah Khnreed ; (3) to defer action in respect of the 
(h) doubtful clans, pending further enquiry as to their origin 
and history. There are 63 admitted and 12 doubtful Raj- 
poot clans, vdth 40 per cent, of girls oi’ under, while 40 ad- 
mitted and 16 doubtful clans have no children at all, or more 
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llmii 40 per cent, of girls,— tlio pcrccniago in botli eases 
being calculated on the total figures for the diMnet. 

7. Those proposals are not quite in accord -vvilh the views 
of Government, and may bo modified as follows : — Firstly, 
His Honor would exclude from the catcgoi-y of guilty (unless 
tliorc be any special or additional presumption of guilt) all 
tliose tribes ^YhicU have less than 25 children in the district, — ■ 
a smaller number not being snfiicient to form the basis of a 
safe induction. Tliis disjmscs of 10 out of the G3 admitted 
guilty clans. Secondly, he would exempt all pergunnahs 
where the children are loss than 25, even though the pcrcent- 
ago of girls is below 40, unless the tribe in question is c%'i- 
dontly very guilty elsewhere. Thirdly, he would make no 
distinction between doubtful and .admitted Bajpoot tribes. 
The proportion of girls, not the denomination or purity of the 
clans, is the main point to bo regarded. Fourthly, ho would 
not treat Fcrguuiiah Khurced dificrently from other porgun- 
nahs. As a matter of fact, Pergunnah Bulliah, and perhaps 
Do.abah, appear to contain as much, or nearly as much, guilt 
as Khurced. Fifthly, where trii)es have in the entire district 
a proportion of girls rising .above 40 per cent., but in certain 
pergunnahs with more than 25 children have less than 40 
per cent., the Lieutenant-Governor would not assume those 
tribes to bo innocent in those pergunnahs. 


8. Appljdng these principles, we .should have under sur- 
veillance the 5(5 clans enumerated in 
* Not printed. , 

Appendix A.* of tins letter, and in the 
localities specified ; and the sanction of the Supremo Govern- 
ment will this day be solicited to their proclamation under 
the Act. Full statistics regarding each of these clans have 
been brought together for facility of reference, and for record 

, in a second statement, Appendix B.,* 

Not printed. pi-, ^ h > 

a copy of winch is also enclosed for 

your information. 


9. In anticipation of sanction, I am to request that the 
Magistrate will at once draw up a statement showing the 
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villages wliicli will come luulcv ilio l)!ui. The nrrangoincmt 
sliouhl 1)0 by police circles, in onlor that it may ho (lofcrmiiied 
how many proclaimed villages will fall to each police station, 
and \\hat extra hcl]) is required so as to seciiro that (ho snr- 
vcilhinco is sure and cn’cclivo. Tiio cost of additional ])olicn 
and any other iicoessary expenses must f»f course he homo 
by the guilty families, and the Magistrate shotdd e.Ntimnto 
what (ho cost will bo. jVTr. Oldham's remaihs regarding (ho 
insnfliciency of (ho present force of ])oh'cc to cope with 
(ho ordinary criminal work of the distnef will he forvvardcfl 
for the consideration of the Inspector-General. The remarks 
would have carried more weight if sn[)ported by a .statement 
of the average number of cases rcqjjiring police inve.stigation 
that occur Avithin tho limits of each .station. 

10. An extract of tho report relating to tho expediency 
of pi’otocting tho ox-proprietary tcnanl.s will he sent for con- 
sidoralion to the Board of llcvenno, and for any .suggestions 
Avhich may scorn called for. But Jlis Honor fcar.s that the 
day for completely remedying (ho cnl done has long since 
passed away. 

11. The general conclusions .arrived at by l\Ir. Oldham 
and discussed in paragraphs 30 to 41 of his rojiort, deserve 
careful attention. Tlioy arc (1) that inlanticido j)revails 
most in those tribes where prido of race is combined with 
poA'crty, (2) that a tribe is most guilty Avhcrc it is mo.st 
numerous and poAVcrfid, and 3) that a guilty tribe often 
contaminates by its example tho tribes that live intermixed 
with it. These conclusions arc based on fair presumptions 
and are reasontible in thomscb’cs, and haA'c also been met 
Avith in the reports of certain other districts ; but it is 
remarkable that AA'hile in some parts the inability to maintain 
a daughter loads to infanticide, iu other parts Avoalfh, stimu- 
lating vanity and aspiration to higher rank, induces a similar 
result. 
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26. General Hevicio of l7}fanticide in the Ifoj'th-Westeni Pro- 
vinces, by Major T. Dbsneht, Officiating Deputy Inspec- 
ior-Geiw'al of Police, dated Allahabad, the llih July, 1873. 

In fhesc provinces 4,959 villages are proclaimed under 
tlie Infanticide Act. Of these, 1,010 are registered in Form 
B., and have to report pregnancies. 

These numbers null, of course, ho considerably modified 
for the next half-year, when the orders issued on returns eom- 
piled on the standard modified by Circular Order of Govern- 
ment Fo. 5A. of 22nd February, 1873, are carried out. 

2. Before proceeding to discuss the general statistics, I 
may as well explain the standard which I have adopted for 
comparison in districts. The rate per annum per mille of popu- 
lation which I have taken for all births is 36; the rate of all 
deaths under one year per annum to mille of population which 
I have adopted as most applicable to India is 6 ; the propor- 
tion of girls to total population one-sixth. With reference to 
this point, I quote Avhat I have stated in the review of the 
Aziingurh District : — 

“ It is admitted that in every 100 persons there should bo 
about 35 minors and 65 adults, 30 of whom would be women. 
Now the births of boys and of girls should normally be almost 
equal, with perhaps a slight advantage in numbers, to the 
boys. 

The deaths should bo quite equal. There is in this coun- 
try no reason, except the dangers attending child-birth 
(which would not affect minors), why the chances of female 
should not be as good as those of male life. From these pre- 
mises we may deduce for the 35 minors in 100 persons a pro- 
portion of between 16 and 17 girls to between 18 or 19 
boys ; — this number of girls would be very nearly onc-sixth of a 
hundred. In saying that the girl popiilation of a district is 
so many short of what I thus hold should be the normal pro- 
portion to total population, I do not mean to predicate that 
the number of girls wiU or shoidd in a few years become 
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■ equal to that of boys ; the births of hoys and of girls are 
nearly equal, and it will be difficult to supply the places of the 
many girls murdered, and to mahe good the deficit thus 
caused. The proportions may be asymptotical and may never 
meet, but they will doubtless slowly converge toAvards what 
the statistical rate, with reference to population, should be.” 

3. The total initial population Avhen proclaimed in these 
proAunces Avas 485,938. It has increased to 490,332. 7,213 
births AA'ere in excess of deaths, from Avhich Ave must deduct 
2,819 removals in excess of arriv.als, leaving us a net increase 
of 4,394. 

4. Boys numbered initially 96,358. They hare increased 
to 101,093. Births of boys exceeded deaths by 7,872 ; from 
this we roust deduct 1,594 removals of boys in excess of arri- 
vals, and 1,543 boys transferred to the male adult column^ 
which leaves us AAuth a net increase of 4,735 boys. 

5. Girls numbered initially 47,912, they have increased 
to 54^712. Births of girls exceeded deaths by 8,329, from 
which we must deduct 1,076 girl removals in excess of ani- 
vals, and 453 girls transferred to the adult female column ; 
this leaves ns with a net increase of 6,800 girls. 

6. The initial percentage of boys to total child population 
was 66‘7. That of girls to total child population was 33'3. 

The percentage noAv arrived at of boys to total number of 
population is 64-8. That of girls to total number of popula- 
tion is 35 •2. 

7. The above statistics appear to call for remarks on the 
folloAving points : — 

It is noticeable that nearly the whole of the excess of 
removals over arrivals for the total population is due to remo- 
vals of minors to other villages, and over six-tenths of these 
removals were boys ; the majority of the removals are conse- 
quently independent of any action of, or dissatisfaction at, the 
infanticide rules, and of any attempt to evade them. 
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8. ^ Tlae number of bo 3 ’S transferred to tbo adult columu 
is more tban three times that of ghrls so transferred. This it 
is difficult satisfactorily to explain ; but it has been suggested 
by some District Superintendents that at the time of taking 
the special census, on ■which most of these initial retmms were 
based, less care was taken in ascertaining the age of boys 
than that of girls, who were supposed to be the main objects 
of solicitude, and many youths considerably in excess of the 
pr'oper age were entered as minors. This explanation I am 
inclined to endorse. 

9. It is satisfactoiy to have it in our power to record the 
improvement of the relative percentage of girls to child popu- 
lation. 

This is certainly a step in advance, but we are still in the 
proclaimed villages in the province considerably short of what 
I consider the normal proportion of girls to total population 
should be — that is to sa}', one-sixth. "We have only 54,712 
girls, while one-sixth of the population is 81,722, or 27,010 
more. Boys are of course considerabl}’- in excess of their 
proper proportion. 

10. The average duration of period A. in all districts is 
one 3 'ear. Period B. is of six months in all districts. Taking 
both periods together, 12,218 boj^s to 12,584 girls were re- 
ported as born — that is to say, that 3G6 more girls tban boys 
arc supposed to have been born, at a birth-rate per annum jier 
mille of population of 34, and a percentage of 97 boj's to 100 
girls. 

An excess of 680 girl births over bo^’s ocemTed in period 

A. , whereas an excess of 314 bo^* births over girls occurred in 
period B. 

The first was almost certainly due to an imperfect and 
careless report of boy births : the excess of bo^'s reporied in 

B. is parth* normal and parti}’ due to a number of births of 
boys which rcallv iiad occurred in A., but were not discovered 
by police officers until period B,, and were then entered as 
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belonging to that period ; that all wore not so discovered and 
recorded is evident by tbc otberwiso unaccountable excess of 
birtbs of girls in tbo total of bivtbs of botb periods. 

This is further proved by tbo low rate per annum of all 
birtbs to each thousand of po 2 )ulation for period A., which is 
30‘7, whereas the same rate for 13. is, per annum, 40‘6, which 
is abnormally high. 

That such has indeed been the ease will be clearly inferred 
from the statistics shown in my reviews in nearly every 
district. 

11. The death-rate under one year of girls compared to 
boys Avas, for the same reasons, abnormally high in period A. 

The deaths of all, or nearly all, girls wore reported, hut 
large omissions occurred in reporting deaths of boys; — 1,074 
girls and 1,384 hoys are recorded as haA’ing died. 

In B., 953 girls under one year to 956 boys of the same 
age were reported as luiA'ing died. It is probable that some 
of these boys’ deaths may, as in the former instance, be really 
dehitahle to period A.; bxit if avo may judge from the district 
reports, the death-rate among infant girls was also really 
higher than among infant boys. 

Altogether 89 hoys under one year died to every 100 girls. 
The rate per anmim per raillc of pojAiAlation of all deaths under 
one year Avas 0‘9, AA'-hich is not much above AA-hat it should he. 

For the different periods the death-rate of all infants under 
one year Avas per mille per annum for A. 6‘3, and for B. 7‘8 , 
the latter is very high, and, in the absence of any general 
epidemic, shoAvs that some deaths not properly belonging to 
this period have been recorded in it. 

12. In jAeriod B., 291 choAvkeedars, G midAvives, and 218 
heads of families and luinberdars were punished. 

The number of punishments vary considerably in the differ- 
ent districts, but, as a rule, they are larger Avhere the energy 
and zeal have been greatest. The number on the AA'holo is 
fail', and averages one punishment to ten villages. 
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13. The small number of mid wives punished argue that 
they have not shown any disinclination to assist the police ; 
indeed, they arc gencrallj’- favourably reported on. 

14. The 709 inq^ucsts, the oil post-mortem examinations, 
and 22 suspicious cases have been noticed separately in the 
districts in which they occurred. Each case has of course to 
bo judged on its merits, but I tliink that, as a rule, when an 
infant is reported to have died from congestion of the lungs, 
inquiry should bo made by the police as to how the disease 
arose : it is believed often to proceed from wilful exposure of 
the infant ; the cause should in each instance be carefully 
ascertained. I do not believe that this is done as a rule, or 
that in fact, unless the Sui*gcon distinctly reports specific 
grounds of suspicion, special inquiry is made. 

In tlic six months more immediately under notice only 
two cases of child-murder were convicted, — one at Cawnpoi’e 
and one at Azimgurh. 

15. The working has evcrywhei'O improved in a mai’ked 
manuer in period B., and many Superintendents have distin- 
gtiishod themselves by the zeal and intelligence which they 
have brought to bear on this important subject. 

16. Superintendents generally rejmrt that although none 
of the clans and villages proclaimed are pleased at being placed 
under the rules, they rmderstand the motives of the action 
brought to bear on them, and while trying for the most part 
in every way to evade and defeat the constant inquiries and 
scrutiny to which they are exposed, they arc not disaffected 
or even seriously discontented ; they are fully aware that it is 
entirely in their own power, by proraig disconnection with 
the crime of infanticide, to exempt themselves from the pres- 
sm'e now imposed on them. 

17. Tlie transfers of minors to the adult columns have 
in many districts not been attended to. In no districts were 
any such transfers reported until this period B. ; in several 
districts these transfers have not even yet been. made. I have 
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now called the special attention of District Superintendents to 
this point, wliioli requires careful and personal scrutiny on 
their part to ensure correctness, llegarding the mode of 
shoudng these transfers in the returns, I Avould hero quote 
what I have said in the review of the Aziingurh District: — 

‘‘ Mr. Alone has shown the minors removed from the 
minor to the adult column, first in the columns of removals of 
minors, and then in the arrival columns of adults. Tliis 
procedure is perhaps unnecessarily elaborate, and it has, 
besides, the disadvantage of slightly distorting facts. The 
arrival and removal columns are meant, J should think, to 
show the actu.'d fluctuations of per-sons going from or coming 
to the village ; they are useful as indications of unusual and 
perhaps unauthorized pressure put by the police upon a given 
village ; they are an important adjunct to survcillftnco to ho 
exercised over absences of pregnant women, and I thitih that, 
it would bo bettor to allow them to tell a true instead of a 
suppositious talc. 

“ It would bo suffleient for the purposes of cheek if the 
minors to be transferred to the adult columns were transferred 
direct to those columns, and the fact, with the numbers of 
boys and girls so transferred, indicated by a foot-note. I have 
not given any instructions on the subject to District Snperiu- 
tendents, but I bere record my opinion and solicit orders.” 

18. With reference to tlio emjfloymcnt of extra police in 
certain districts under the rules, I append a statement show- 
ing the number now entertained. 

I have refrained from discussing the question in the dis- 
trict reviews, as the whole matter will have to be brought up 
de novo after the publication of the statistics of the gcner.al 
census and the adoption of the new standard of guilt fixed in 
Government Circular Order No. 5A., of the 22nd Debrnary, 
1873. 

19. In several districts, Magistrates and Superintendents 
have expressed a strong feeling that the Government rules 
should bo slightly amended in the following instances : — 
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l<!f. — That slution ofl'icors should bo dircotcdj on the occa- 
sion of the birfh or death of a male cliild in a proclaimed clan, 
to see the child in the same ^Yay as they now do for female 
children, and assure thcnisclves of its sox. 

The object of this recommendation is, that it is believed 
that heads of families sometimes report the birth of a boy 
rvhen a girl really has been born, the object being that, on 
.subsequently reporting the death of the boy whoso birth was 
roiK>rtcd the day before, no snspieion of foul pl.a}" may arise. 
This I am inclined to endorse. I have little doubt that an 
artifice of this kind can be, and perhaps is, practised with- 
o\it much diflicult}-. It probably occurs as yet but rarely, 
blit if succe.ssfully practised now by a few, it will bo generally 
taken up before long : of course, if generally practised the 
slati.slics would show it at one?, but in the meantime lives 
would bo sacrificed, and prevention is better than cure. It 
would entail some extra work on the police and in some few 
districts perhaps a slight inci'casc of establishment, but the 
nmnber of villages will be, under the new standard of 35 per 
cent., so much reduced that but little (if any) increase will be 
required. 

2nd . — That the chowkoedar should bo obliged to report 
immediately the births of boys as ho does of girls, instead of 
as is done now, waiting until he goes in his proper turn to the 
station on the fixed reporting days. It is a corollary of the 
first proposition which I would also endorse. 

3rd, — That heads of families should bo bound to report 
all arrivals and removals, as well as deaths, births, and 
mamages. 

This, I think, is unnecessary, and would entail a great 
deal of trouble, so much so as to make the rules (which are 
now naturally unpopular) positivel}" hateful to the proclaimed 
people, 

20. I must conclude by soliciting the indulgence of Gov- 
ernment for the late period at which I submit this report. 
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I liave had to return over and over again reports and 
statistics for further report and correction. 

The returns of Humcerpore, which were sent back for 
correction and reply to some references made to the District 
Superintendent, were only received by me yesterday. 

I trust that the detailed instructions given by Colonel 
Tyrwhitt on the occasion of the last half-year’s report, and 
noAV again renewed, will prevent recurrence of this delay. 

21. I append in original a letter from the Officiating 
Magistrate of Bustee, reviewing the returns of his district, and 
giving cover to a letter, with appendices, from Mr. Muir, 
Assistant Magistrate, who was charged with the duty of test- 
ing the returns in the worst pergunnah. These letters have 
only arrived to-day. Copies of the District Superintendent’s 
report and of the police returns wei’e sent to me direct a few 
days ago to save time. The district returns of Bustee have 
been corrected according to the data furnished by Mr. Muir. 

Statement showing the number of Extra Police entertained for 
the working of the Repressive Rules during the half-year end- 
ing 31st Marchy 1873. 

Number of extra Police entertained. 


3 Heiid Constables on Es. 20 pcr rnenseni, 

4 Ditto „ „ 16 ditto ... 

1 Sub-Inspector „ „ 30 ditto ... 

2 Head Constables „ lo ditto ... 

1 Inspector „ ,, 200 ditto ...^ 

3 Head Constables n ” ” 

(2 „ „ 10 ditto ... 

1 Inspector „ „ 150 ditto ... 

1 Ditto „ „ 100 ditto ... 

1 Ditto „ „ 100 ditto ... 

Total 


Ebmauks. 


CO 

60 

3C 

20 

200 (dis- 
continued 
from April, 
1873.) 


Districts. 

Saharunporo *•* 
Pultehpore 
Azimgurh ... 

Sbahiebanpore, 
Bustee ... 

Caivnpore 
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27. — Hcsohition j^o. 37 of 1873, Judicial (Infanticide) De- 
partment^ dated Allahabad, the o?'d of October, 1873. 

Read— 

Letter No. 2GS8A., dated the 9th August, from thot)fnciating Inspec- 
tor-General o{ Police, forwarding report by 'Major Dcnnehy, Offleiating 
Deputy Inspector-Geueral of Police, on the working of the infanticide 
rules in the North-IVcstern Provinces for the latter haif of the year 
1872-73. 

Read again — 

Eesolution No. 12GA., dated the 2ud April, 1873, reviewibg the report 
for the first haif of the yc.ar 1872-73. 

.Observations. — The Lieutenant-Governor lias read ivitli 
mneh satisfaction this record of "continued progress and suc- 
cess in the prosecution of the important measures set on foot 
for the prevention of tlio crime of female infanticide. Slajor 
Deunehy’s report, -with its annexed statements, is able and 
exhaustive, and Oolouel Tyrwhitt sums up the main points of 
importance, and brings out tvell the advance that has been 
made towards the suppression of this grievous crime. The 
folloudug table shows the principal results of the enforcement 
of the rules of repression among the proclaimed clans during 
the year 1872-73 : — 
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For 6 months only^ from 1st October, 1872. 
Ditto ditto 
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2. In tbo last lialf-ycarly review tbo number o( districts 
under tlio Act \Yas sliown as 24. It is now 25, reports from 
Banda liaving been received from tlic 1st Octol)er, 1872. 
From the same date also the Act was cxtcndcti to a greatly 
increased munber of villages in A'/imgnrIi (382 iustoad of 
48), so that a fresb departure lias been taken from that time. 
But in order to get tbo trno proportion of births and deaths 
to the population, it is necessary to assume that an equal 
number would have been roporied from those two districts in 
the first half of the year. Treated thus, the number of births 
was 18,259, and the number of deaths 3,774 dun'tig the year. 

3. In the first half-year, the births of 3,753 boys and 
4,109 girls were registered, and (his discrepancy I>otwcen (he 
sexes was set down to inaccurate rci>orting, and to the com- 
mon impression that it was more important to record tho 
births of girls than of boys. The soundness of this e.xplana- 
tion has been fully shown by tho enquiries made in the cold 
weather, and tho erroucous impression has, it may bo hoped, 
been oorrcctcd. 

4. During tho last half-year the reported births of bo3*s 
were 5,081, and of girls 4,707, figures wliioli (allowing for 
the inclusion of boy births of the previous half-vear not report- . 
ed at the time, but detected by subsequent testing,) probablyj 
represent with fair accuracy the joroportions of the sexes./ 
Making the same assumption as before in tho case of Azimr 
gurli and Banda, tho total of births of boys during tho year 
was 9,132, and of girls 9,127. 

5. The proportionate annual birth-rate was 37-6 per 
mille of the total proclaimed population, — a ratio which may 
be accepted as not far from the truth. The districts which 
(omitting those with too small a population to base an average 
on) exceeded this ratio were Saharunpore, Boolundshuhur, 
Allygurh, Furruckabad, Etah, Bijnour, Jiloradabad, Shahje- 
hanpore, Futtehpore. Those which fell below it were Agra, 
Mynpoory, EtaAvah, OaAvnpore, Banda, Humeorpore, Jounpore, 
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Aziragurh, Jaloun. It ^viIl be important to notice if the 
general prevalence of this higher birth-Vato in the north- 
■vvcstcru districts, and lover rate in the south-eastern districts, 
is observable in the returns of future years. It may bo duo to 
the accidents of a year, or to inaccurate registration ; and it 
may possibly also point to some climatic lav. 

6. In the first half-year the deaths of 801 boys and of 
1,000 girls under one year vero reported ; in the second, 
956 boys and 953 girls. This points to a decided improve- 
ment in the accuracj" of tlie returns. The testing carried out 
in the cold veather satisfactorily shoved that there had been 
a general impression abroad that it vas oul}- female deaths 
of vhich accurate registration vas neccssaiy. Many of the 
omissions vore corrcclod, but in most cases the incomplete 
registration of the first half-year Cannot be repaired. Assum- 
ing the same figures for Azimgurh and Banda in the second 
as in the first half-year, the reported deaths of boys vere 
3,798 and of girls 1,996 during the year, — a death-rate vhich 
falls at 7’8 per millo on the total population. This is an 
exceedingly high rate (from 5 to 6 per mille is believed to 
be the true average rate in Europe), but the year vas one 
abnormally marked by the prevalence of fever and (though in 
a less degree) of small-pox. The districts which exceeded the 
average rate vero Saharunpore, Boohmdshuiiur, Allygurh, 
Eurruckahad, Etah, Bijnoui-, Moradabad, Shahjehanpore, 
Euttehpore, Bustec ; those vhich fell belov it are Agra, 
Mynpoory, Btavah, Banda, Humeepore, Jounpore, Azimgurh, 
Jaloun. Thus, vith only two exceptions, the same districts 
vhich exceeded or fell short of the provincial average in 
respect of birth-rate, exceeded or fell short of it in respect of 
death-rate. This points to a variety of practice in registra- 
tion of these events vhich requires the attention of the police 
oflScers. Either the number reported in the south-eastern 
districts is less than the truth, or more births and deaths are 
recorded in the north-west ones than actually occurred. 
The latter supposition is hardly possible, hut careful enquiry 
should he made on the subject. 
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7. Inquosb were held in 1,050 ont of iho 1,037 cases in 
Avhich girl infants died, and ini631 of" these there •were fonnd 
to ho snOicient grounds for sending in the i)ody for ponl- 
mortem examination. Of these 57 dcallia wore pronounced 
by the Civil Surgeons to Ijo attended with grave Kns|)icion. 
Twenty-two eases altogether were brought to trial; of these, 
sixteen wore accpiittcd for want of proof, one was pending at 
the close of the year, and five were convicted. Two of these 
convictions were obtained at Cawnjioro, one at Furruckabad, 
and two at Azimgurh. One of the Azimgnrh cases was con- 
sidered to bo of such iinport.ance that the tinfling of the Ses- 
sions Judge was published in (he Government Gazette. 

8. Major Donnehj’-’s abstr.act of the 22 suspicions eases 
which occurred during the last half-year, with the judicial 
enquiry which followed, will bo found among the appendices 
to this report, and is full of interest. His Honor especially 
commends the careful invcstigjvtions made b^' the authorities 
of Bhahjehanporo. 

9. Tliero' has boon a groat increase in the number of 
punishments inflicted during the last half-year on account of 
breaches of the Bepressivo Rules. During the year 247 heads 
of families, 416 chowkeedars, and 11 midwives have been 
punished for failure to report births and deaths of infants. 
The Lieutenantr-Governor gathers from the district reviews 
that punishment has been imposed with discretion and rnodena- 
tion, and this is as it should be. The rules being new, many 
breaches of them may bo committed through ignorance or 
forgetfulness ; it is only when tlio omission is determined and 
repeated that it should bo severely punished. 

10. The general effect of the working of the Repressive 
Rules has been well brought out by Colonel T}’Twhitt. In the 
earliest district the introduction of the rules dates from March, 
1871, and in the latest from October, 1872 ; the averao-e 
period has been 18 months. Tire results may bo summarised 
thus : — 
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Men. 

tVoincn. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Initial pnpnlalion ... 


1!)3.072 

147,f.3r. 

9G,3-S 

IBnSEI 

/1(W— .\rrivals ... ... 

• •• 

3,05 G 

e, 07 j 

1 ,82'J 

HnSyv 

Jiirtlis 





IBmmnI 

Tninslcr from minors to mlnlts 

1,543 

453 

j 12,218 

HBIII 

Total 

i 

198,571 j 

j 154,1 30 

110,390 

G2,39G 

Deduct — Rcmoviils 

»•« 

2,99G 

0,7 1 6 

.3,414 

2,976 

Do.iliis ... 

... 

5,377 

5,61 1 

4,340 

4,255 

Tniitsfor from minors 

to 





mUilts ... 

... 

! '** 

... 

1,5-43 

453 



8,373 1 

10,327 

9,.303 

7,684 

Kct resultant popiil.ation 

•• 




54,712 


By tlicso returns the total poimlniiou has increased from 
485,938 to 490,332; the lunnhcr of boys has risen by 4,735, 
and the number of girls by (5,800, and the percentage of girls 
to children has risen from 33‘3 to 35‘2. 

11. The item in which these figures arc least reliable is 
in resiicct of the transfers of minors to adults. The police can 
have no accurate information on this head, and in many dis- 
tricts it appears that no attcmj)t has been made to effect the 
transfers. In future this sliould be done with such care and 
approximation to truth as is possible. In the course of time, 
when all the mijiors in the register Itave had the dates of their 
births recorded, perfect accuracy will bo obtainable, and year 
b}' year a greater approach to it will be possible. 

12. The number of removals and arrivals is larger per- 
haps than might have been expected, but it is evident that in 
several respects a more uniform system of registration is re- 
quired. In some districts the transfer of minors to the adult 
column has been confused wdth these entries ; they have been 
shown as removals from the column of minors and arrivals in 
the column of adults. This is of coux’se wrong, and must be 
corrected. Again, it is noticeable how much more numerous 
the removals and arrivals of adult females are than of adult 
males. This no doubt is due to the customary visits of women 
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to their fathers’ houses, and probably the same person counts 
twice, i. e., both as an arrival and a removal. Again, if a 
family leaves one proclaimed village for another, they would 
show both as removals and arrivals. It is probably impos- 
sible in figures to bring out the only point in which these 
entries have an important significance, — that is, to show how 
far they indicate that persons leave proclaimed villages to 
escape the pressure of the rules. The district officers should 
enquire into this on their tours, and report if any such cases 
have come within their knowledge. For the rest, the Inspec- 
tor-General of Police will draw up a circular of instructions 
to secure uniformity in the registering of these events. Only 
such removals and arrivals as occasion a permanent increase 
or decrease in the family should be recorded, not mere tem- 
porary visits. 

13. The increase in the number of female children, and 
in the proportion they bear to male children, is a cause of un- 
mixed satisfaction to Government. And it must be remem- 
bered that this is the increase which is due to direct action 
alone, among faniilies of whom it may safely be said that but 
for the Infanticide Act at least half of these 12,584 lives , 
would have been lost. Thei'e can be no doubt that the indirect 
eftect of the Hepressive Rules has had a greatly wider reach, 
and that numberless villages and families to which, on account 
of tire smallness of their numbers, or the less glaring character 
of their guilt, the Act has not been applied, have been indirectly 
influenced by the example of others, by fear of the extension 
of the rules to themselves, and by the moral support which 
the action of Government has rriven to the voice of nature 
pleading against a barbarous custom. We may, therefore, 
expect to find at the next general census that the number of 
females among the guilty clans and castes has very largely 
increased. 

f 

14. Colonel Tjurwhitt indeed points out with truth that, 
improved as the figures may be, they are still most lamentably 
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bad, _and tbnt tlie disproportion of 101,093 boys to 54,712 
girls is opjioscd to all tbo laws of nature. But it would bo a 
jnisbiko to bo impatient or discontented with tbo progress that 
lias boon made. It will take twelve years before tbe number 
of girls can be equal to tbe number of boys. 

15. His Honor accepts with satisfaction the Inspector- 
Gonerars assurance that the measures undertaken by Govern- 
ment have not caused discontent, and that their motive is 
understood and appreciated by the people. It is also gratify- 
iirg to hoar that no policeman has been accused of oppression 
or bribery in canyiug out the operations required by the Act. 

IG. The working of the police in each district has been 
fully reviewed by Major Dcnuchy, and summarised again by 
Colonel T^Twhitt. The Lienteuaut-Govenior does not find 
anything that requires special remark ; but it is obvious that 
the rules have been carried out much more intelligently and 
eftectively than before. His Honor notices with especial com- 
mendation the zealous work of the police in Shahjehanpore, 
Furruckabad, Etah, and Aziiugurh. 

17. In future reports a more prominent place shotild be 
given to the work done during the half-year in checking the 
police registers on the spot. It should be stated how many 
villages have been visited and tested, and with what results. 
The Lieutenant-Governor commends the labor which Messrs. 
James and Muir, Assistant Magistrates of Etah and Bnstee, 
devoted to this work, 

18. A revised draft of the Eepz'essire Buies is under con- 
sideration, in which the suggestions of the Inspector- General 
of Police have been considered and in part adopted. 

19. The nest half-yearly report (which should be sub- 
mitted more punctually than this has been,) will show a very 
different set of figimes from those of 1872-73. The orders of 
the Government of India under wfiich the standard of guilt 
has been lowered from 40 to 35 girls out of 100 children have 
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resulted in greatly diminisbing the number of villages and the 
population subjected to the Repressive Rules. The Lieutenant- 
Governor hopes to find that within this diminished area the 
supervision of the officers of Government has been still more 
vigorous and effectual than before. 

20. In conclusion, the cordial thanks of Government are 
offered to Major Bennehy for his excellent report, and to 
Colonel Tyrwhitt for his careful super vision. of this branch of 
his department. 




